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Let your conversation be without covetousness;
and be content with such things as ye have:

for He hath said Iwill never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
Hebrews 13:5
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| want to greet you in the name of our crucifietben, ascended,
interceding, and we believe soon coming Lord anddba Jesus Christ.
Certainly have been inspired already thus far asell@wvshipped together
around the Word.

It is a privilege to be back to the place we eihlhome for two years,
1991 to 1993, a lot of changes took place, | beligne Lord is blessing the
work here, may He continue to do that, may each ahas remained
faithful unto death.



A very, very poor man was walking down a dusty roada hot summer
afternoon, his clothes were tattered, and his spagshed with straps of
leather, in his hand he carries a small bag tigtl wistring at the top but
even it was empty. Presently the tattered man hémsrdsound of horses
and wheels round the bend of the road, expiredna @arriage with
prancing horses coming up the road toward him,pther man stepped
quickly to the side of the road to let the carri@pgss but instead of passing
the driver pulled the horses to a stop. A fancdayved door slid back in a
well-dressed smiling gentleman stepped out.

The poor man drew back not knowing whether to lbaicfor not, it was
not often that a rich man stopped on the roadlkatdehim.

"Good afternoon!" said the rich man, "It is a waday to be walking is it
not?"

The poor man was reassured by the rich man's kantevand smile, he
was more than reassured, he was hopeful. Who delllchaybe this rich
man would be kind enough to give him a coin withakito buy food.

"l would not mind the heat so much," said the pman,” If only | would
not be so hungry, | haven't eaten since yesterdasning. If | had a
sandwich or two | would be content.”

The rich man put his finger to his forehead anckéabthoughtful for a
moment.

"So you are hungry my good friend and you wouldjbge content with a
sandwich or two. That is remarkable indeed. Yesould say it is very
remarkable."

The rich man thought a while longer and finallysaed:

"l think this is so remarkable that it deserved¢orewarded. I'm going to
give you all the coins and gold pieces you canycixtyour bag, come to
the other side of the carriage."

It seemed to the poor man that he was dreaming dellowed the rich
man to the other side of the shining carriage. Hleeerich man opened a
small door revealing a square well built wooden,do lifted the cover,
the poor man gasped, he had never in his life seanuch money, the box
was full of glistening coins and gold pieces.

With trembling fingers that poor man fumbled at stiengs of his bag.



"Just a minute,"” the rich man said, "There is ameddion you must agree
to, you can have all the money you can carry in blag but whatever you
let fall to the ground becomes mine again. As sa®it touches the earth it
is mine. Do you agree to that?"

"Yes, yes," the poor man said eagerly. He could tstirdly believe his
good fortune.

"You can start filling your bag now." The rich matepped back and
stood watching with folded hands.

The poor man's eyes shone, he held the bag witthand and reached
into the box with the other he brought out a laggéd piece, he placed it
carefully into his bag.

"There," he said to himself with great satisfactitfhat is plenty to buy
me not only a few sandwiches but several four eoorsals.”

Quickly he grabbed a few more coins and droppedtireo his bag.
Now he had enough to buy himself a complete sudlathing plus shoes
and a hat. Next time he reached into the box heidghtoout a whole
handful of coins and he took several more handiMey he would soon
have enough to buy a comfortable home. The pootsiace beamed with
delight at the thought that he at last could affardbuy. Another handful,
whoops, a large silver coin slipped from his gdpopped to the earth, he
bent to pick it up but the rich man stopped him:

"No," he said sternly, "Once it has touched theugtbit is my property
again."

The poor man jerked back his hand and mumbledhbatas sorry, he
had almost forgotten about the rule that the rieiminad mentioned but oh
well it didn't matter there were plenty of otheeqes in the box, many
more than he could possibly cram into his bag.

He took out several more handfuls of coins, his Wag starting to feel
heavy but it was only a quarter full, the man hast track of exactly how
much money he had put into his bag but it is easilgugh to buy himself

a good home.
“Maybe | should stop now,” he said, “the bag wi# plenty heavy to
carry.”

But then he thought how nice it would be to havéna carriage and
prancing horses. Wouldn't have to walk then. #ke enough for a carriage
and horses yet he decided and then I'll stop. Adilethe man said | could



take all my bag could carry, the poor man througimbre coins into the
bag and soon he had enough for what he guesseoultdwost to buy a
carriage plus several fine horses to pull it.

He was just about to stop when he remembered hdedee barn to put
his horses and carriage in. So he lifted some roomes into his bag, his
bag was pretty heavy now, it was bulging with weidte lifted it up and
examined it, it was not a new bag but it seemduktéairly strong.

He had forgotten about hiring a servant to carehferhorses, he should
have a servant of course, he must have a servami. dilly that he had
nearly forgotten that anyone who was anyone woalttha servant, so the
poor man reached into the box and took out andthadful of coins and
dropped them into his bag.

He wasn't sure how much a servant would want inesagut he had
better take too much than risk having too littlel avhile he was at it why
didn't he take enough money so he could afford\aaséin the house too.

That would be something, having someone to runndsaand do his
cooking and serve meals, make his bed and swedfpbris and wash his
laundry. Why he couldn't imagine why he hadn't tifdwof it sooner, with
a big house like he planned to have it certainkydeel a servant to do the
work and now that he came to think about it mayeben more than one
servant, his bag might be heavy to carry but lateen he needed money
he would be sorry that he hadn't taken more whemadte such a good
opportunity.

The poor man helped himself to a few more genehaumifuls, his bag
was so heavy now that he decided he had bettey ls¢opad all he could
carry. He started to close his bag but then hegiiobe would take one
more handful of coins, who could tell it might conre very handy
someday. He reached in, gathered as much as Mgsrdincould hold,
dropped the coins into the bulging bag and sudd#drdye was a ripping
tearing sound as the bag to all beneath the treagiso much weight, with
a rattling and a jingling all the coins stumblednfr the torn bag and
scattered to the ground at the poor man's feet.

Frantically the man grabbed at the coins but tleb man stepped up
quickly and stopped him.



"No, no," said the man, "All these coins have tadthe ground, they are
mine."

"But, but,” stammered the poor man.

"I'm sorry," said the rich man firmly, "But that w#he agreement."”

There was nothing for the poor man to do but cargtinis tramping down
the dusty road, a few minutes before he had bednbut now he was as
poor as ever. His clothes were still tattered, dhises were still scraps of
leather, he was still hungry and tired, the road sl dusty and the sun
still hot.

Worst of all not only was his bag was empty buwvés gone beyond
repair.

How he wished he would have been content with dwsih!



Our clothes maybe a little less tattered, whereadirevell dressed this
morning, our clothes maybe a little less tattered we might have a few
more earthly goods then this poor man with his grbpg but | fear we are
all related to him, | fear we are.

Perhaps in God's eyes we are not that much diffeifemwe just had a
little more then we could be content.

Perhaps you are saying in sitting back with a eflagigh: “Well that
doesn't describe me, I'm content.”

Well, maybe you are, but don't be too quick to #agt or next your
honesty will be in question also.

The title is "Learning the Grace of Contentmen®ur Homes"

Examine this word of contentment a bit, some synm)ysometimes it
helps to learn what a word means by examining synenyms; satisfied,
happy, well pleased, glad, cheerful, not particutamfortable, serene,
adequately, untroubled, unworried, at rest.

That is a partial list.

Do these words describe you and your family? | atamly thinking of
financially but I am thinking of spiritually and ipour relationship with
other people and your church — are you contented?

The word learning in our title suggests that thiacg or attitude of
contentment is not native to us, we are not botarally content, we are
born naturally discontent. The baby doesn't haveddoo long too old
until he is crying with clenched fists, they haweds, and of course some
of them are natural, we understand that, but asesomhas said: "We are
born in this life with clenched fists but we leawgh open hands." We
leave it all here.

Years ago they used shrouds, they are not so mseth any more, but
they don't have pockets because there is no nedtidm we cannot take
anything with us when we die.



But like all other graces learning the grace oftentment it must be
learnt, we are not born with them, it is very ewid¢hat the grace of
contentment is sadly lacking in our world todayttddes, sweepstakes,
drawings, door prizes, gambling, I'm putting thelinrathe same category
they may not be all equally evil. We believe th#dy and the way poor
people play the lottery and so forth the whole eysis evil but maybe
door prizes they maybe look innocent but isn'hé& same spirit behind it?
Gambling? The list could go on.

The American dream is built on acquiring more iuystop and think
about it, that is what it is built on —acquiring raolt is not built on
content.

The scriptures are very clear that there is gomdge a real lack of
contentment in the last days.

Second Timothy 3:1:2

"This know also, that in the last days (we beliexgeare in them) perilous
times shall come2For men shall be lovers of their own selves, cavgto
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to ganemhankful, unholy."

| perceive a real need for a message like thisotslhe since the Bible
warns us that discontentment is going to be apesdilem in the last days
and not only for wicked men, even for God's chiidieis going to be a
real problem. However it is more than our Americafture and the fact
that we are in the last days that causes us tbislgm of discontentment,
our carnal nature is restless and discontented, wilunever satisfy it,
never, you can only satisfy the new nature. Perlapfave too much of
the old nature in us yet sometimes.

We by nature aspire to be someone we are not amdradhings we do
not have and I'm thankful to God that we do notchestop there or dwell
there if we have the new nature we can find thecgrof contentment
thanks be to God.

Someone has said it this way: Everyone lives inarie/o tents — content
or discontent."

In which tent do you live? It depends on who istloa throne of your life
— God or Satan.



Our title specifies in our homes and that simplistae that this grace of
contentment is usually learnt when we are childx&ary few people learn
this grace after they are full grown but it is mapossible. We might have
grown up in the worst of circumstances but when beeome a new
creature in Christ Jesus then it is possible te liv the tent of content
rather than in the tent of discontent. The Biblesloot leave us clueless as
to how we can capture this grace of contentmembensber we are not
born with it we have to capture it if | may usettbapression; we have to
attain to it.

Perhaps verses, well maybe you could help me an Wt are some
verses that come to your mind that the Bible sdgsiacontentment?

Godliness with contentment is great gain.

Think of any other ones?

I have learnt that in whatsoever state | am thetetei be content.

| believe the same man penned the same words liee tvto gave, the
Apostle Paul. But you know the Apostle Paul hadatnice, didn't have
any needs did he?

Well we can go and see what he went through butdtelearnt that in
whatsoever state, where the shipwreck or hungbeaten or lying outside
the city, how many of us could stand up and testifthat? He had learned
contentment, he wasn't always content but whereheléwn and said: “:
Lord what would thou have me to do?” the ApostlalRes on the road to
contentment.

These verses that were mentioned, and thank yowyoiar participation
there, they admonish us to be content but theyt cd@tessarily how to
obtain it.

How did the Apostle Paul attain it? That is ond thea could spend some
time on but we won't.

| thought of some Bible characters that we coultfifably look at to help
us learn contentment, | am not going to turn terthEm going to mention
a few, | thought of Abraham in be Genesis 13. Hd tat, they had a
problem that had become quite large and the sexwaete striving there
was not enough of grass for all the herds.



.. separate thyself, | pray thee, from me:hibu wilt take the left
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou dep& the right hand, then |
will go to the left."Genesis 13:9.

Abraham had learned contentment.

Jacob and Esau, that was in interesting on@dnesis 32 and 33acob
sent, if I have it right 580 animals on ahead t@entesau, remember Jacob
was scared, Esau had threatened to kill him, Jaad away for many
years and was coming back and he had caught waidegau was coming
to meet him with 400 armed men. Jacob sent 580 lsaamel cows and
oxen and sheep and rams, 580, imagine a herd alsal®d0 animals and
he sent them in droves, about five different congsto meet Esau.

Esau made an amazing statement when he met Jamalidhehat is with
all these cattle here? That is the gifts for yotobesaid, Esau said: “l have
enough.”

That was a remarkable statement from a secularoperShe New
Testament calls Esau a profane mégbrews 12:16)Jacob persuaded
Esau to take them but then he also made a statenegesaid: | have
enough.

And their usage of that word enough comes from feerént Hebrew
word, at least I'm told | am not a Hebrew scholgralny stretch of the
imagination but | am told that those to "enougltsine from two different
Hebrew words.

Esau said | have enough; | have possessions intijuan abundance,
that was his enough.

When Jacob said | have enough he meant from theeked have
enough to make life whole and complete.

| think that is interesting and significant, remaamihe had just met God
the night before and he was now a changed maagctre limped to prove
it, he had wrestled all night with an Angel it saie was not always a
content man in fact up until the night before | ddmow he was too
content, but his contentment was derived from gpea&nce alone with
God that night.

Is there a lesson right there for us? | think there
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We could look at the Shunammite woman in secondg&ifour. She
made an outstanding statement, she had madeeardiim in the wall for
Elisha and he was impressed and sometimes proghdtpreachers don't
get treated that well, but she made a little roowh said you come here and
turn in thither when you have opportunity. He diéttand he wanted to
reward her and he called her, his servant calledamel he said: What shall
| do? Do you want to be spoken to the King or thptain of the host for
this great deed?

She said: "I dwell among mine own people.”

Totally content. It is not for naught that the Rildalls this woman a great
woman, | don't think she was great in stature resrdg but God had not
blessed her with a family. Think about that, God hat blessed her with a
family, apparently they had never adopted any ohildthere is nothing
wrong with that, but she had learned contentmett Wer lot in life and
she said: | dwell among mine own people. | donddhanything2 Kings
4:8-13.

How about if someone would come to you and say, wskwhat you
will, what do you want?
| could think of a few things | might need.

Just a few Bible characters that came to my mind.

I would like to take the rest of my thoughts fronman's writings in the
Old Testament who had obviously learned contentment

How did he obtain it?

Turn with me to Psalm 34.

We are going to read this Psalm, follow me closaly read.

Psalm 34:1-22:

"l will bless the lorD at all times: his praise shall continually be ig m
mouth.2My soul shall make her boast in therD: the humble shall hear
thereof, and be gladO magnify the IorRD with me, and let us exalt his
name together!l sought the brb, and he heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears5They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their
faces were not ashaméd.his poor man cried, and theokD heard him,
and saved him out of all his troublé$he angel of the @rRD encampeth
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round about them that fear him, and delivereth tHémnaste and see that
the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in B@rfear the IORD,

ye his saints: for there is no want to them that f@m.1%The young lions
do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seeklLitbeD shall not want any
good thingCome, ye children, hearken unto me: | will teach ffwe fear

of the LORD. 2Nhat man is he that desireth life, and loveth meays,
that he may see good?eep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking guilet*Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, anduputs
15The eyes of the @rRD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open untc
their cry.16The face of the @RD is against them that do evil, to cut off the
remembrance of them from the eatfilhe righteous cry, and theokD
heareth, and delivereth them out of all their tteal*8The LORD is nigh
unto them that are of a broken heart; and savath as be of a contrite
spirit. 1%Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but therD delivereth
him out of them all2He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken
21gvil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate tighteous shall be
desolate??The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and noneeofi th
that trust in him shall be desolate.”

Number one: Contentment is learned by cultivatimiglat attitude toward
God.

Verse nine.?0 fear the IORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them
that fear him.

If I were to ask you what is the greatest lackha earth today in man's
experiences? You could give a number of answerthdb and it would
probably be right, but isn’'t the fear of the Lordeoof the things that is
lacking the most in our world today, the fear of ttord, and maybe even
in our experience and our families fear of the Ldddt he says in verse
nine there is no want to them that fear the Lorpprly.

That is contentment brothers and sisters, no want.

Contentment is learned by cultivating a right atté toward God, it is the

crux of the matter in finding contentment, it istlerux of the matter.
Because David had a proper fear of God he couldshilee Lord at all
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times and praise Him continually in verse one. Held make his boast in
the Lord and others could hear about it — verse two

He could magnify and exalt the Lord's name and &g wwiting others to
join him in verse three.

He could claim total deliverance and salvationenses four and six.

He could claim God's protection in verse seven. Plow

Well, verse 11: | will teach you the fear of thertl. That is how.

Well we could say David was probably sitting in hsuse, he was King
of Israel and everything was going fine. Not so!

Was David in ideal circumstances? Is that why hddtbe so exuberant?
Not according to the words under the title in mplBj (Psalm 34:1 A
Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour befdimelech; who
drove him away, and he depart&dV) if | have it right David was at this
time that he penned these words he was on theoun $aul being hunted
like a partridge and he had gone into the Tabeends was hungry, and
he asked for some food and they gave him some tharable of show
bread and | believe Ahimelech was the priest, Davad by himself and
Ahimelech did not realise | guess he was runningnfSaul and he helped
him and gave him Goliath’s sword, Goliath’s swofdath things, they had
it there, David had killed Goliath earlier and bek that and ran again but
Ahimelech was called into question by Saul, someolieSaul that he had
helped David, and Saul found out about it and e $¥ou will die” and
85 other priests died just because Ahimelech gaareidDbread and the
sword and David had just come through that, anfleldethere and went to
Abimelech (called also Achish the King of Gath) dbdvid changed his
behaviour before Abimelech hoping that he couldy dteere but they
chased him out and he ran from Abimelech here (Re&amuel 21 and
22) and that apparently was the setting here efRsalm.

But David had learnt to have a right attitude tov&od a proper fear of
God and likely learned contentment by frequentlgngiing time alone
with God.

And | think there is a lesson right there for usl have a problem of

whining and complaining, | don't care in what aoédife whether it is my
lot financially or whatever, let's check my timdst | spend alone with
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God, that there is probably a problem there. Chmegkime | spend alone
with God.

Parents, we do want to obtain this grace of content ourselves and
teach it to our children but we need to start rigate, our children will
never learn contentment if we are discontent. Wedni® have a right
attitude toward God and a proper fear of God. Iva@sy basic but it is
number one.

Number two: Contentment is learned by having atrigftitude about
ourselves.

Notice verse six: 6This poor man cried, and theokD heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles. And verse ¥ he LORD is nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth sublk a§a contrite spirit.

| think David was talking of himself there alongtiwbthers but first of all
himself. David had learnt to have a right attited®ut himself, he was a
poor man he called himself and he had a brokert hadra contrite spirit.

Now when he calls himself a poor man we are noulgpg off, it
reminds me of a brother back home, Daniel Bolkgabout the "poor me"
syndrome, that is not what David was expressing,Hdrave it worse than
everyone else or we have it worse in our family.

And parents can train their children to think alahgse lines and the
children develop inferiority complexes and expacatrgone else to realise
how bad they have it and expect to be treated doggly but often behind
that reasoning is this thinking: "I'm worth a ktbit more than others give
me credit for."

The Bible calls it plain and simple pride.

Turn with me to Luke, here is an interesting thingst came across just
recently, Luke 3:14,we are talking about having a proper attitude &bou
ourselves. You understand the setting here, JohB#ptist, people were
coming to him, verse eight, his message was bramth ffruits for their
repentance and there were people coming and askengg 10, What shall
we do then? And he answered them and said: Wefhufhave two coats
give the one to someone else. And then came thiecanpverse 12, What
shall we do? And then these soldiers in verse ffecaong:
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"And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, sayiagd what shall we
do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no miémat (s an interesting
one, apparently they had to give up their jobsrdhis if they wanted to do
violence to no man but anyway) neither accuse alselly; and be content
with your wages.{Luke 3: 8-14)

| think that is very interesting — be content wytbur wages. Apparently
these soldiers struggled with feelings that theyewsorth a little more
than what they were getting and of course I'm nst jalking about
financially, you know I'm talking about life in geral, do we struggle with
that? | think we all do perhaps that sometimes reenmrth a little bit more
than what others are giving us credit for. But adow to John the Baptist
in this context one fruit or a sign of a repentsyitit is contentment. Isn't
that interesting? That is one fruit of repentance&ontentment, to be
content with your wages.

Well speaking of Jacob again, maybe | will turnlbtxGenesis 32:10,
referred to it but I'm just going to read that wefBenesis 32:10 he said it
this way, actually it was the night before he msalEand he was praying
to God and wrestling, later on wrestling with theg&l he said:

"l am not worthy of the least of all the merciesdaf all the truth, which
thou hast shewed unto thy servant.” | am not worthy

When we recognise that God is not indebted to usnp way and
furthermore we are unworthy of the least or of ahlis blessings we are
well on the way to learning this grace of contermitne

So yes contentment is learnt by having a rightuatéi toward ourselves,
we are poor men.

In the third place: Contentment is learnt by shawan proper attitude
toward others.

We talked about having a proper attitude toward ,Gueel talked about
having a proper attitude toward ourselves and newvave talking about
having a right attitude toward others.

Contentment is learnt by showing a proper attitiodeard others.

It is closely related to how | think about mysetivh | think about others,
in fact they are Siamese twins, they cannot beratgzh
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| am impressed with how the Psalmist, I'm goingkbadsalm 34again,
but I am impressed with how he moves away fromsprgi God himself,
let's see how does he start out here, Verse on#, bbless the Lord at all
times, his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

But he doesn't stay there very long in the persand he moves on to
include others and | think that is significant -nntment is learnt by
showing a proper attitude toward others.

Here in verse three, let us exalts His name togethe

And verse seven, and them that fear Him.

And verse eight, you taste and see too that thd isogood.

He recommended it to others, come, | will teach, yause 11.

And verse 15, upon the righteous.

David realised that he is not the only fish in fend there are other
people here that are equally talented and equétlysbd and | am just a
poor man, | am not worthy.

Verse 22 he uses the plural again, it is refreshgoge refreshing to see
the attitude that he had toward others.

Here he was on the run, perhaps alone, but thinkiogtively about
others.

Too often the opposite is true when we are undesstor under special
test and we compare ourselves to others and detimént is born and we
become discouraged and resentful toward others.

Turn to Matthew, keep your finger there in Psalnmes will be coming
back there, turn to Matthew 20 another interestimgught here, these
people had a little problem, Jesus gave the story,

Matthew 20:1-14.

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man teat householder, which
went out early in the morning to hire labourersoitiis vineyard.2And
when he had agreed with the labourers for a perdayahe sent them into
his vineyard. (Apparently that was the going wagkast they decided to
take him up on his offer for a penny a day) Velsed,3And he went out
about the third hour, and saw others standingirdtee marketplacéAnd
said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, ahdtaoever is right | will
give you. (He did not make that agreement necdgsaih them for a
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penny a day, He said whatever is right) And thenttheir way>Again
he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, andli@&lvise.And about
the eleventh hour he went out, and found othensdstg idle, and saith
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idi&hey say unto him,
Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto themyeGalso into the
vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall yeenee.8So when even was
come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steiw&all the labourers,
and give them their hire, beginning from the lastouthe first.2And when
they came that were hired about the eleventh hibes received every
man a penny!%But when the first came, they supposed that theylsh
have received more; (remember the agreement wasrg/@ day) and they
likewise received every man a pendyAnd when they had received it,
they murmured against the goodman of the hot#Sgying, These last
have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made #wgral unto us, which
have borne the burden and heat of the &But he answered one of them,
and said, Friend, |1 do thee no wrong: didst nouthgree with me for a
penny?4Take that thine is, and go thy way: | will give arthis last, even
as unto thee.

If these individuals had not found out what theesshwere paid they
would have gone home completely happy and contexuppose for the
penny in their pocket, they had obviously agreeth& wage.

But you know discontentment can become an issuenwhe start
comparing our lot in life with others, that is oftéhe case, and the Bible
says they comparing themselves among themselvasoangise, it is not
wise to do that(2 Corinthians 10:12).

And children, we are thinking about in the homeeesly | won't forget
about that, children by nature will do exactly tharents need to be aware
of that and deal with it but first of all we parsmnhust be thinking right
toward others.

You know the home it is a beautiful place, a bdauflace to raise
children how to relate to others in preparationftdgure life but if we feed
this idea that others have it better than we dey tiot the same money but
we worked longer, you know it's not fair and wetjbhad more sickness
and financial reverses than others, and other f@snget invited to Sunday
dinner more often than we did.
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That's just the way it is.

And the schoolteachers have it in for our childrdmat's pretty obvious.
And the Ministry couldn't be happier unless theg aicking on my
children or our family and on and on, it is the pone" syndrome and the
poor us!

But when we parents harbour those kind of attsuldeeed not tell you
where our children will come in, you don't needba rocket scientist to
figure that out, discontented and usually veryicalttoward others.

It is so important to have our attitudes towardsecd right so that this
grace of contentment can be learnt.

Number four: Contentment is learned by recognishagl is the giver of
all things both materially and spiritually.

We have been sideswiping this one but now we fadeé it head on. But
when contentment is mentioned in the Scriptures generally associated
with the natural or the material life, be contenthwyour wages and be
content with food and raiment, perhaps a lot ohagen't learned that yet
to be content with food and raiment.

The Psalmist does acknowledge them material heeflyom Psalm 34
and especially maybe in verse 10, the young liooslatk and suffer
hunger.

But for the most part he is on a higher plane ttte material or the
physical. In verse eight he is not speaking ofthgsical, O come and see
and taste here is some good food. Now that isgnstexample, Taste and
see that the Lord is good, taste of the spirithalgs, the good things in
life and the best things that God’s Word has teroff

But let's just think of the material and natural &few minutes.

How do we view the things that we do possess, venettuch or little?

Perhaps you are saying we don't possess much!tiéeiloesn't matter.

In Genesis 33:1Wwhen Jacob made that statement Esau he said dlyis w
"God hath dealt graciously with me, and becausavelenough.” And he
goes on.

God has dealt graciously with me and because | bagagh.
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It is God who blesses us and in His dealing héwsys gracious whether
we have little or much, always! But it is our tendg to think that perhaps
God could have blessed in greater measures thanHehhas. How many
of you have ever heard someone saying: God jusséteme too much!
Blessed me too much!

| don't think I've met too many people that havel ghat. | just don't
know what to do God has a blessed me so much, 't @oow how to
function?

But when we harbour that thought that God couldehasgt blessed us a
little more than what He has, if we harbour thatudjhts than actually what
we are saying is that God is withholding somettinogn us that would be
for our good and discontentment begins its deadiskw

You know that is an old trick of Satan, he sugges#téo Eve. Hath God
said? He is withholding something from you that Wddoe good for you.

It was partially true He was withholding somethimg it would not have
been good for them and Eve became discontent &mdught her down.

Isn't it interesting, it was a material thing, Indddknow what it was it was
a tree that had fruit on that looked good, | déndow what it was but it
was a material thing and isn't it interesting hdwattfruit, that material
thing became a spiritual matter so quickly and éitnal consequences.

If we see God as the giver of things that we emjogn if they are fewer
than what we see others have it will make a bideddhce in learning
contentment, if we see God as the giver rather tharselves as the
"getter." You know this is our good management thathave what we
have.

God is the giver.

Sometimes we need to help our family to understaadit is not in the
abundance of things that really matters, Jesustpudry nicely inLuke
12:15:

"And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware wétoasness: for a
man's life consisteth not in the abundance of thimgs which he
possesseth.”
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| came across a little story recently, | thinksta Leo Tolstoy story, but
there is a story told of a King who was sufferimgni a painful ailment
whose astrologer told him that the only cure was Hion to find a
contented man, get his shirt and where it nightcand

So messengers were sent through the King's realfindosuch a man
with orders to bring back his shirt. Months passed after a thorough
search of the country the messengers returned ithawt the shirt.

"Did you find a contented man in all my realm?" Kiag asked.

"Yes O King we found one. Just one in all thy redlthey replied.

"Then why did you not bring back the shirt?" thex¢idemanded.

"Well master, the man had no shirt." was the answer

Hopefully he covered his body another way but hé ha shirt that he
was contented.

So take heed a man's life consisteth not inathendance of the things
which he possesseth.

But there can be people with few possessions tkealiacontent and there
are people with many possessions that are disdoién must help our
children to learn that things and more things do mecessarily bring
contentment.

Well what about recognising God as the giver ofigal blessings?

As | said in Psalm 34 David is on a higher plarentthe material, keep in
mind David was penniless when he wrote this Psalsgems he feels he
was so blessed and so rich he just wanted othergoerience it also.

Was he is surrounded by godly people that he cbeldo thankful? Not
in the least, in fact he was by himself but if ymad the story soon
thereafter he had about 600 men and it was a motkay, | mean it was
people who couldn't get along with their masters] gou read it again it
wasn't that he was surrounded by such saints thabhld be so exuberant
and thankful and content, he was penniless buehed blessed and rich.
He had found true contentment.

And when we like the Psalmist are experiencingjdlyeof salvation the
material doesn't matter so much, in fact the Bgags the joy of the Lord
is your strength. (Nehemiah 8:10) but let's look ¢étis way, at the end of
life every faithful servant of God will find equakceptance and entrance
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into heaven, just like those men got paid the sandédn't matter when
they started, that's the way it will be at the efidife, every faithful
servant of God will find equal acceptance and ecganto heaven.

It will not matter how blessed we were materiaitywill not matter that
our relatives and friends and church brethren vieter off financially
than we were, we will be content if we are faithémd enter into heaven
because we put the spiritual ahead of the mataniditook Christ’s offer to
save us, now we can be with God forever.

That is contentment.

In the fifth place: Contentment is learnt by expreg the attitude of
gratitude.

And again we have been eluding and referring t® Ibiit contentment is
learnt by expressing an attitude of gratitude.

Here in Psalm 34 it is just saturated and drippuity thankfulness in the
face of adversity and that is what makes it so amgaan the face of
adversity saturated with thankfulness.

Without contentment there is no true thanksgiviogpeone has said. We
like to think we are a thankful people and | hope are but without
contentment there is no true thanksgiving and God'vaccept it if we are
not content.

Where thanksgiving has ceased someone else sa@te whanksgiving
has ceased Contentment also ceases. We cannotohaveithout the
other.

We said the earmarks of the last days or one of ghanarks is
discontentment or unthankfulness, you know disauntent and
unthankfulness go together.

In second Timothy 3:2think I've read that verse at the beginning, da
there in the middle of the catalogue of gross simsthe sin of
unthankfulness, that is amazing. One that we dd weelthink upon.
Complaining will run rampant in the end days, tleeif8ures are clear.

Someone said it this way: He that is content hagsugh, he that
complains has too much.

That is usually the way it is, the people that ctanmpthe most usually
have the most.
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We need to daily thank the Lord for the things tivatenjoy, in fact I'm
here to suggest that we can even be thankful ®rthings that we don't
have.

How do you do that? You can be thankful for theagisi you don't have,
how is that accomplished?

Well, we can know that God has withheld them for own good so we
can be thankful about that. And if we start eanylife teaching our
children to be thankful and contented with whatythave and how do we
best do that? Well by example, | suppose that gat®ut saying, and we
also help them to be thankful and contented by cantimg or demanding
thankfulness.

Some parents miss it. If you give a child sometrang the parent is not
around, if you give a child something and they $aank you, someone
was at work, that is not natural, it is naturakay | will take another one,
or not even think about it.

By nature children are not thankful and won’t exsré either, it doesn't
take long to train children one way or the other.

One father when he goes to the bank and the gglles a lollipop if the
child does not say thank you the father gets thgpdp, it only takes one
or two times to train them.

Some parents make the mistake of thinking thaingia lot of things to
their children will make them content, it usuallprks the opposite and |
would suggest go home and look at your toy boxespan half the toys
away once, that's for small children, and maybé¢ thal bicycles and see
what happens. We probably all have too many toysiirhomes.

Someone said it this way: “Any child growing up maut tin cans and
scraps of wood and pebbles is the poor underpgedechild.”

And with all the specialised toys available today ohildren should be
very content? You know if you want to play with radtor you get the
tractor, and if you want to play with a doll yout glee doll, there is nothing
wrong with that but there is a toy for everythihgt you want to play at.

Someone, I'll give another quote, a simple wagonlma tractor, just a
simple wagon can be a tractor, it can be a caantbe a bus, it can be a
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boat, it can be a tractor trailer, it can be a ludapagination is the limit —
just a simple wagon.

Let's never make the mistake of thinking we coulttpase our children's
contentment — it might work!

We can purchase their discontentment, that is @satble but not their
contentment.

Some of the best things in life are free and cabedirought.

Let's learn the grace of contentment right nowpuin homes, first of all
parents themselves and then teaching their childseexample and by
commanding at.

God said Abraham is going to command his childrenthrow hints at
them and suggestions; he is going to command th@éemesis 18:19It is
one of the areas we need to command but we neleavi® that ourselves
first.

Let's learn the grace of contentment now in our é®18D that we can be
eternally content with our Lord.
Isn't that the goal for us and our families?

Heaven will contain only people who have learnedtenotment while
living on earth.
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