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the house.
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From The Editor’'s Desk.

Easter: An annual church festival commemorating Christ'surrection,

and occurring on Sunday, the second day after Goiody. It corresponds
to the “pasha” or Passover of the Jews, and mdginsastill give it this

name under the various forms. (Webster's Unrevidietonary)

This month the world is again reminded of thatdeand resurrection of
Jesus Christ through His victory over sin and deatGalvary.

The greatest example of obedience leading tmnyids that of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ who, through His obediém¢lee Father, won a
victory that resounds through the ages, it will nedfor eternity, it will
never have to be repeated and it was a victorydtfiated life back to all
of mankind which since the Adam and Eve’s Fallhe Garden of Eden
have been subject to death physically and alsatgly through sin.
(Romans 5:12) No one of us can escape physicahdgéebrews 9:27) but
we can escape the penalty of sin by coming to Cimisepentance and
thus finding forgiveness for our sin and as we oo in obedience to His
direction we become partakers of Christ and all He has to offer, (He-
brews 3:14).

Partial obedience will not do, only a completierender to the lordship
of Jesus Christ will suffice and that means beingia disciple of Jesus.

Our love for Christ is shown by our obediencélts commandments and
then He promises to manifest (show) Himself to nd make His home
with us, (John 14:21 and 23.) And agairlLidohn 5:3: For this is the love
of God, that we keep his commandments: and his @mments are not
grievous.”

As we ponder upon the obedience of Christ intlgflour profession that
we are His disciples can we truly claim that whickays inPhilippians
2:8 of Christ and apply it to ourselves? “And beingridun fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient wdthdeven the death
of the cross.”

Yes, our cross is not His cross but He doesiagk take up our cross
daily and follow Him (Luke 9:23) and we can be ltk@se mentioned in
Galatians 5:24:°And they that are Christ's have crucified thelflegth

the affections and lusts.” J.v.L.
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OBEDIENCE AND VICTORY - JOHN 5:24
Parof 2 from a message by Glenn M. Sensenig
GivainRoxbury Nationwide Fellowship Meeting

We bring greetings in the name of Jesus.

The greatest and most forceful commandments of iGdkde Scriptures
are commands to obedience. God told Adam aftelidubeyed: “Because
thou hast eaten of the tree which | commanded shgag thou shalt not
eat of it, cursed is the ground for thy sake;” &tedwent on with the curse.
Genesis 3:17-18.

God's dealings with His people, with us today aodtiouing until the
end of time, are conditioned upon obedience.

God told Israel: “If you will obey my voice indeethd keep my cove-
nant then ye shall be a peculiar treasure untobroeeaall people upon the
face of the earth.” Exodus 19:5.

God requires obedience to Himself before He accapything else, God
expects a response of obedience.

He said it again in Samuel, first Samuel 15:22, @=nold Saul that to
obey is better than sacrifice.

God requires obedience as a necessity for etdfaalThey that do His
commandments will have right to the tree of lifevelation 22:14.

Obedience is more than attitude, obedience is etipea it is a way of
life, and it is a practical outworking.

Our title is: Obedience and Victory. Victory im@ieattle.

Revelation 12 gives us a picture of battle and témeor of Brother
Melvin's message implied a battle that we are tatoday. There are no
victories without battles. If we are going to betwerious there must be a
battle, of necessity there will be a battle. Theig€itan life is often de-
scribed as a warfare.

Particularly outstanding is the second book of Timyovhere there are a
number of comparisons to the life of a soldier. |Paid | have fought a
good fight, (2 Tim.4.7) there was a battle thenevictory.
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Obedience and victory are related because we carnct@ious in the
battle only if we are obedient to the authorityttiseover us.

The outcome of many great battles depended upoexiiress obedience
of officers under authority that made possible akivm together, apart
from that many outcomes would | suppose have bgfaraht.

| invite your attention to John chapter 5 wherehage our text verse 24
of John five. First | want to read as a backgrodoln 5:17-29 just to give
a brief description of the circumstances that bhdwadpout the teaching that
is involved here in verse 24 and of verses arotind i

Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath day, a crimaledand in his heal-
ing Jesus told the man to take up his bed and walk.

The Jews challenged the man they saw walking antlered why he
was doing what they considered to be un-lawful ba Sabbath day,
namely, carrying his bed.

He said that he didn't know, they asked him anddié: He that healed
me told me to do this. He didn't know who it wasit Bater on Jesus met
the man and had a few more words with him, He s@dhold thou art
made whole, sin no more unless a worse thing contethee.” (v.14}.

The man upon discovering who healed him went altttte Jews, their
response to that was, or their reaction was, (Mi€y sought to persecute
Jesus because He had done these things on thetlSdbba

Jesus’ response is in verse 17: “But Jesus answhesd, My Father
worketh hitherto, and | work.” Again their reactionverse 18 was an in-
crease of feeling against Him because His replycatdd that He consid-
ered Himself equal with God, they caught it codsebecause from verse
19 to the end of the chapter Jesus reinforces lthm ¢hat He is in fact
equal with God and a very part of God, He is tha 86God. (John 5:1-
18)

And now this verse 24 is part of a discussion witezas reinforcing His
claim that He is equal with God and is part of gwelhead. I'm going to
read these verses here in John 5:17-29.

"But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hdhend | work.
18Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill himabse he not only had
broken the sabbath, but said also that God wakdtlser, making himself
equal with God°Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verililyver
| say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himdmit, what he seeth the
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Father do: for what things soever he doeth, thésedoeth the Son like-
wise.20For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth hirthadgs that him-
self doeth: and he will shew him greater works thiaese, that ye may
marvel.21For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quittkéimem; even
so the Son quickeneth whom he willFor the Father judgeth no man, but
hath committed all judgment unto the Séfhat all men should honour
the Son, even as they honour the Father. He thabumeth not the Son
honoureth not the Father which hath sent Hiverily, verily, | say unto
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on thiat sent me, hath ev-
erlasting life, and shall not come into condemmgtibut is passed from
death unto life25Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is comingnd
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of e & God: and they that
hear shall live2éFor as the Father hath life in himself; so hathgiven to
the Son to have life in himsel7’And hath given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the Son of ##dfarvel not at this: for the
hour is coming, in the which all that are in thewgrs shall hear his voice,
29And shall come forth; they that have done goodp uhé resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resttion of damnation."

Verse 24 while it is in the context of His teacldngis somewhat a com-
plete thought in itself but | want to take four mksi from this verse.

1] The first one that we want to look at is: “Hatlneareth my Word” - a
pre-requisite for obedience.

2] Secondly: “And believeth on him that sent méhe practice of obedi-
ence.

3] Thirdly: “And shall not come into condemnationand that's protec-
tion, the protection of obedience.

4] Fourthly: “But is passed from death unto lifethe product or result of
obedience.

Parts one and two apply directly to obedience spree and four to the
victory that comes as a result of our obedience.

We want to look now at the first phrase there: ki heareth my word -
the pre-requisite for obedience.

First; Pre-requisite means a requirement beforehantecessary condi-
tion for something following. One of the first recgpments, one of the
most important requirements for obedience is tlsegrition of authority.

-5-
g But be of good cheer; | have overcome the world j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 8 NO 4 — APRIL 2011 12

Obedience requires the recognition of authority thé¢ heareth myord -
why is that significant? Because Jesus is sayiaglibcause it is the final
authority of the universe, it is absolute authorpsolutely authority re-
sides in God. God possesses an inherent authbatyd one else has. He-
brews 1:3 states: He upholds all by the word ofgtiwer (or authority).

The operation of the world is based on an authwatitastructure that we
cannot ignore.

Satan's uprising that we have pictured there ireRéion 12 was a test to
see whether or not that authority was absoluteotrand it was and it is
tonight, and will be forever, it is absolute auihorGod possesses an in-
herent authority that is a part of Himself, it igart of God and nothing
else and no-one else possesses an inherent aythaiGod does.

Now Jesus subjected Himself in the flesh to thahanty while at the
same time He was a part of it. Verse 27, the Fdtasmiven Him, the Son,
authority to execute judgement. It rests in Gogh@ssessing inherent au-
thority, He is able to delegate and give that autyhavhere it belongs. God
could give it to Jesus because God possessedrtiaifaourse Jesus is a
part of the godhead, He was a part of that buhénflesh subjected Him-
self to that.

Now by recognising absolute authority and respomdmit we will also
recognise delegated authority. We are speaking dtsat something that
is necessary for obedience and that is recognainigority. All authority
under God is authority set under authority. Thererily one absolute au-
thority and all authority under that is authorityder God's authority. And
all authority is delegated by absolute authoritytas not authority. Either
it was delegated, it moved down from the godheadt, possesses no au-
thority.

God delegates authority to the Church, God delsgatghority to the
home, God delegates authority to the State. Theg ha inherent author-
ity, none of these areas, but are only in authagythey have been com-
missioned and given authority by absolute authority

But the fact that they have been placed in authbytabsolute authority
makes violation of delegated authority a violat@nthat absolute author-
ity. When we fail to respond to a delegated autliake come up against
absolute authority, authority flows from God, it wes down and finally
goes back to God.
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In Luke chapter 7 we have the centurion that entevad Jesus. He told
Jesus that He didn't have to come to his houssaidel'm a man set under
authority, having under me soldiers and | say t® gm and he goes, and to
another do this and he doeth it. The centurion ieasgnising that his au-
thority over the 100 soldiers under him dependezhups obedience to the
authority that was over him, that was ultimatelg #uthority of the Roman
Empire and finally resided in the Roman Emperordath (Luke 7:7-8)

That soldier, that centurion had no authority tp da this or do that and
demand obedience were he not under the authordtly ilas over him
which was the authority of Rome.

Disobedience is a response to the devil who isutiooaity.

The devil possesses no inherent authority, thel deao authority. He is
a usurper who rejected the authority of God, thel deas rebellious, is re-
bellious, rejecting the authority of God and is mgkan effort to rally men
around him in his rebellion against God. Rebelkgainst absolute author-
ity is responding to the devil because he is thadhef that, that is his
work.

Rebellion against authority delegated by God ie abbellion against ab-
solute authority.

A look at refusal to recognise church authority.

| want to just expand a little bit more on somettdd thoughts that I've
given here relating to this thought. A refusal @sagnise church authority
is ultimately a refusal to recognise or to submutself to the authority of
God when that church is responding to the authofigod.

The same is true of the home. It is also true ehatps or rather areas of
church life where individuals have been placed utharity such as the
school program. Our school boards represent aroaytithat has been
delegated by the church that has been delegat€bdyor this work.

If we refuse to be obedient to the church we aspideng her authority
which she has not taken to herself but that authaidich has been placed
upon her by God.

There are times when individuals who are beingtdsah will accuse
church leaders of setting themselves up like Mag&s accused of. They
said there are a lot of people that could do Mosesk, that Moses is set-
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ting himself up. But they heard from the authotitgt placed Moses in au-
thority - God.

| say when we challenge the authority of leadershan church we are
trampling on ground where we had better be catsfochuse we are com-
ing up against the authority of God Himself, absolauthority. That per-
son is rebelling against God and cannot have Hudt@hristian experience
because the entire Christian life is based upomgtibg ourselves to the
authority of God.

There is a thought that | want to give now yetdlation to the thought of
obeying church authority.

There are people sometimes that say that churdtoiiyt does not have
to be obeyed if it can't be found in Scripture,ttblaurch authority only
goes as far as what is a "Thus saith the LordheWord and that is all
that can be asked, that applications in detailsrex@nsistent or an abuse of
the authority that the Lord had laid upon the churc

| want to say that is also false, that is wrongd®as given authority and
if you find yourself in a church Fellowship and akafing under the
agreements and disciplines and restrictions of ghatp and refuse to ac-
knowledge them because you say they are not ity you finally are
facing up to the absolute authority of God, you wainfront that.

We have example after example and one of themaisJsus said they
(the Pharisees) sit in Moses’ seat, (Matthew 2B8i8)said that about a
people and one would certainly think after Jesus fa@shed with them
that they were not worthy of respect but there amasauthority that was
laid upon them and they were to obey because bftithority not because
of who they were.

If your church is of such a condition that you ¢anlonger be obedient
to it you had better be with a fellowship where yman be obedient to it,
you had better get there because we are not salenig, I'll put that quali-
fication to it, we are not safe for long in a churghere we must set our-
selves up against that church because they areddang contrary to the
Word.

We had better find ourselves in a place where wescdmit for our own
spiritual welfare or we are going to eventuallydfiaurselves not submit-
ting to the authority of God.
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Again | say it is a myth that we can be disobedierdelegated authority
and still be obedient to the authority of God, ve@'tdo it. If you are dis-
obedient and unsubmissive to one you are finalubmissive to the one
that heads up the authoritative structure thatthele universe operates on
and that is God Himself.

It is a myth that we can be in right standing vtk Lord and be rebel-
lious to the authority that is over us, whethett gnahority is parental au-
thority or whether that authority is church authpor whether that author-
ity is the authority of the State or any other arader these.

If we think that we can knowingly and consciousliglate and not sub-
mit to that authority we are doing something to mlationship with God
because our relationship to God is based upon jectidn to His author-
ity. We are under authority - all of us.

| think this area does give some problems somet@nesng us because
we are not conditioned to living lives under disicip like we should. We
are not, we just aren't. The world isn't, peopendr

Discipline is something to be chafed under rathantsomething to be
submitted to. It is a developing and coming totfiefi the devil's entire
program, part of the end times are people thatiaabedient to parents.

In Jude it speaks about presumptuous rebellioustaies that have a
contempt for authority, they speak evil of digrstiat is a part of our
world, it affects us, it touches us, and therefmreses restlessness at times.
We must, we must work as leaders, as people we lewarst to enjoy a life
under discipline. If we haven't learned it as al@idwe had better learn it
because living a life in subjection to God invohaes$ife under discipline.
There is too much freedom to set our own thinkipgagainst constituted
authority.

Jesus told the people in His day that the Pharisees sitting in Moses
seat. What did He mean by that? Why, they haveoaitighthey possess an
authority that warrants the attention of and respéthe people.

Now another pre-requisite for obedience or requaneinior obedience is
that obedience requires the crucifixion of self.

Before we can be obedient we need to have selft aeti. He that
heareth my word - it is His Word against our worthe call of the flesh
versus the call of the Lord.
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He that heareth my word. To hear His Word and $poead to His Word
means to reject our own way. Before we can respomidat word we must
first of all say “no” to self before we can say %yd¢o God. There are a lot
of people who try to say yes to both.

Paul tried that, a lot of people tried that. Yowwknwhere you end? You
end up in the midst of and bogged down in therfulind of frustration that
we have described for us in Romans seven.

Frustration to where we are in bondage to a lasummembers, we want
to respond and we want to do what is right but we Dburselves doing
wrong and so we feel bad because we have done virdnge keep on do-
ing wrong and there is a conflict, we know whataught to do and we are
living under condemnation and trying to remove thatdoing things, it
doesn't work.

We must say “no” to self so we can say “yes” to God

Now in our baptismal vows we affirm that we arelwd to renounce Sa-
tan and all the works of darkness and all our ommmal will and sinful de-
sires and live for the Lord.

We have agreed to do that, we have committed a@séd do that. That
means saying “No” to the works of darkness andwailirfor the sake of
the Lord, it involves the cross experience.

Obedience also requires hearing. He that heareth.

God is speaking, God has spoken. Are we hearirggayening, are we
responding to God? “He that has ears to hear teth@ar.” or who is will-
ing to hear let him hear this evening. Matthewl51:

Are we responding to the authority of God?

Editor’s note: The foregoing briefly outlines the Scriptural nesdobe-

dience and the concluding part of the messagexhmenth’s issue looks
at the Practice of Obedience.

o
P P L Fam D
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AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? Genesis 4:9.

Cain asked this question at the beginning of tiared we still ask this
very same question at times today. What is expeaftélde church of God
as it relates to our brothers' spiritual need? yssavation and spiritual
progress affected by my willingness or unwillingsés be a mouthpiece
for the Lord? | will try to portray the thoughtsatthave come to me.

The first area | would like to explore is the dgirihat hinder this work
among us. Someone said thus: "When confidence,lapkgual work one
with another is difficult.”

A spirit that leads quickly to a loss of confiderisea spirit that empha-
sizes the law. The law in the old dispensation defed death in certain
circumstances. Today, this spirit still causes @mé'slay” his spiritual
brother for a real or imagined transgression. Ihtwdo see hurt punished.
It is also narrow-minded. A brother living to theetdtes of this spirit holds
as important only the portion of law that comegeeasily to his flesh. All
the while he is failing in the New Testament lawl@fe: "And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour hggelf* Matthew 22:39.

Another spirit at war with God's people is thes'’ll right" syndrome.
This spirit gains some strength by thinking, "Atasé I'm not self-
righteous." It claims that questionable thoughtd antions can fit under
the canopy of God's grace. Thus, little spiritu@@ern emanates from this
source. This train of thought is attractive to ¢hegho want to justify ques-
tionable practices in their own lives.

A spirit of gossip may be busy among the brothedhivom time to time.
This spirit is self-righteous. "Did you hear whabther John did?" is said.
"I would never do that" is the unspoken messagés Ehso destructive.
True love and concern "covers" sin, keeping it gragher than broadcast-
ing it. James 3:17 is a verse worth memorizing asithg as a gauge to
judge motives. "But the wisdom that is from abosefirst pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, flutlescy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy."

My understanding of these spirits is incompleted #m sure there are
others that also cause divisions and a lack ofcefie working among
brethren. How do we circumvent these evils of ay

| believe the answer is in our first love. Is odfieeation set on the Lord
and His ways? "Set your affection on things abaw, on things on the
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earth" Colossians 3:2. First love set on God be&nédfie subject of caring
for our brethren.

Possibly the most immediate benefit to a propeldged first love is that
the Lord helps us to see ourselves as we really'lanave heard of thee by
the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thvaerefore | abhor my-
self, and repent in dust and ashes" Job 42:5-6.s¥¢ethat our flesh is
weak, selfish, needy, carnal, and unloving. Thigl-@Gspired knowledge
takes the steam out of self-righteousness. | n@mlsa my self-rightness
was a greater sin than those sins | had condemgdatather for. This vi-
sion helps me to allow the workings of God and &hsirch to be patient
but sure, as opposed to "he must be dealt with 'how!

By first love to God, | see my need for sanctifiocat so | give my brother
room for this grace also. | do not overlook sipyudt do not live with the
deception that comes with living for self. | covay brother's help in my
life. I am careful; | soak my concern in prayer detdGod's light bring to
fruit a proper course of action. "Blessed be Goagknethe Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and i@ @& all comfort; Who
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we mag &ble to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewitd ourselves are com-
forted of God" 2 Corinthians1:3-4.

This brings to light another point to be made. tHose to God is a pre-
requisite to using our knowledge effectively. Thegel of the church of
Ephesus had much knowledge, but he had left lasléve, Rev. 2:1-7. As
with this angel, we have knowledge of right and ng@as taught by the
church and God's Holy Word. But this knowledge haiit the anointing of
the Holy Spirit, is so often misused. When a brotkeseen in error, some
may go in the heat of the moment and accuse. Othaysnot be burdened
at all. Still others may noise abroad the detdilsith without charity is
murder.

He whose first love is on God and lives by the irsdwn of the Holy
Ghost will seek the Lord's face in prayer. He w#larch his own life and
motives. Then, in a spirit of meekness, sensinghis frailty, he will go
and prove the matter with a heart full of love. id®ws that someday he
will need the help of his brethren in his own life.

May God bless us with grace to live together incgearawing courage
and direction from our spiritual family. Brother Michael.
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Heaven, that homeland of the soul, [ long to be there while ages roll.
"Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hatimet" Psalm 50:2.

As | was reading my Bible this morning, this vesteod out to me.
Heaven will be the perfection of beauty.

We may travel through this world and see many bfedyilaces. But
have we thought what heaven will be like? Whenthmking of heaven,
the picture that comes to my mind is that of aofiéirshining city. | can see
it across the Jordan River. It's hard for me taalige the jewels, pearls,
and the golden streets. What comes to my mindegah of being in the
presence of Jesus. How beautiful to attend the imgdaanquet and sit at
the table, with Jesus at the head, or just ta siisafeet!

Can we sometimes catch a strain from that heawdrdy singing? Can
we feel the joy that awaits when we will fall pn@ge at Jesus' feet and
crown

In the Sunday worship service, the pastor quiterofemarks that we are
in the presence of God, but very few people raallize what it means.

God is omnipresent; nevertheless, He has a spaotmle in heaven and
also in the hearts of the contrite and humbleigls&7:15). Jesus also said
that if a man would love Him and keep His words thather and He
would make their abode with him (John 14:23). Heaaid, "For where
two or three are gathered together in my nameether | in the midst of
them" (Matthew 18:20).

God, the Almighty, the All-wise, the Everlasting €nhas no equal.
There is none beside Him. He has the keys to heanéro hell. He says,
"Come," and, "Go," and it must be so. He is ablsgew consuming fire
out of His mouth and upon the whole creation, aeddble to save to the
uttermost all whom will come to Him repenting, cesding, and pleading
for mercy. God the Almighty is the same yesterdagtay, and forever!

The Psalmist says, in thy presence is fulness wf b thy right hand
there are pleasures for ever-more" (Psalm 16:14)Mbses, God said,
"My presence shall go with thee, and | will gived¢rest” (Exod. 33:14).

Moses had been in the presence of God more intiyrthten anyone else.
The presence of God on Mount Sinai was so tergfyirat the children of
Israel panicked when they saw the mountain smokehaard the thunder.
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They refused to go, and they sent Moses to meet Kosdes, dealing with
God mouth to mouth, desired to see Him in ordeassure himself. How-
ever, God, in His holiness, majesty, and gloryd thoses that no one
could see Him and live. Nevertheless, Moses wagré&labove all men;
God allowed him to see His back after He had pabgeshile Moses was
in the cleft of the rock. What a favor!

Was Moses favored above the Christian? Philip saidesus, "Lord,
show us the Father, and it sufficeth us" (John )148sus answered him,
"...he that lath seen me lath seen the Fathedolin 14:9). In saying this,
Jesus was not speaking of bodily form, but of cttara

Thinking back to the God of Sinai, should not tivener tremble at His
presence? Of course, there are those in the wdrtd vave only a slight
knowledge of God and who are much less accountbbtenasses of peo-
ple have considerable knowledge about God's temadr His displeasure
for the works of man. They are in His presence,tbey act very indiffer-
ent to the matter. Many who are aware of the Spiconvicting defy the
Spirit, the Word, or the message of God. A few edemown the fact of
God. To those who disregard or disown the existefice@od, Mount Sinai
will smoke, thunder, and shake again, moving theroall upon the rocks
and mountains to fall on them to cover them frormHvho sitteth upon
the throne (Rev. 6:16).

As Jesus expired on the cross, the velil in the kethat divided the Holy
Place and the Holy of Holies was rent in two, giviaccess directly to
God. Since Christ, a new dimension is added to fGothe believer that of
a Father. In a father-son relationship, barrieesramoved, fears subside,
and confidence is built. This can develop a commweersight, forgetting
that God is still God.

How does one account for the common happeningeablp when they
are in His presence?

Where Israel trembled and removed themselves ai,Soday's people
are lighthearted and indifferent enough to sleepw@od speaks through
the preached Word. Some are even bold enough thhel@xtraordinary
when Christians are together to meet God. Holy &at deep reverence
for God is hard to find.

"In thy presence is fulness of joy." There are sdiiags in life that
make for joy, physically and materially, but at place can "fullness of
joy" be found except in Christ. People come frohnallks of life, weary,
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sad, heartbroken, and weeping, into the presencgodf and there they
find relief, strength, and joy! This fullness ofyjes not expressed in light-
mindedness and laughter. It is joy that can beesgad through tears; it is
a joy wrapped in humility and lowliness of mindjsta joy that penetrates
earthly sorrow and grief.

As all men seek happiness and joy, why do theytdtesio come into the
presence of the Lord? Why do they hesitate to atgemeligious service
where the Lord is present?

A startling fact is that Christian people are sona to hurry away from
His presence, where fullness of joy is, to theingnather, secular engage-
ments and interests. That prayer in the "secretetlas cut short or ne-
glected; Bible reading in the morning devotiondef off, Bible study
classes are unattended in order to prosper othigenniaf interest. There is
great need for the spirit and attitude of Peterthedother two disciples on
the holy mount. "Lord, it is good for us to be herdet us make here three
tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, aredfar Elias" (Matt.
17:4). It is very seldom, if ever, that a man purgumaterial interests
comes to the end of day with fullness of joy; rathee comes tired and
hungry and often weary. It seems that few peopdesinlike Moses, that
they want to see God. How thrilling is the testimaf having met the
Lord! "Did not our heart burn within us, while halked with us by the
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?Rel24:32). His presence
illuminates, strengthens, and instructs.

"At thy right hand there are pleasures for everrhdfesalm 16:11).
Pleasure-seeking is at a new high. There seems o fend in planning to
fulfill the lusts of the flesh. The one thing wrongthis pleasure effort is
that the priorities need rearranging. Man's conadppleasure differs
vastly from the Lord's concept. Earthly pleasures @nly for a moment
and are mostly hurtful at that. With God, the pleas are genuine and for-
evermore.

Few men would hold back from coming into the preseof a sovereign
of the world. Multitudes crowded Jesus in theirige$o be with Him.
Throngs of Mennonites would delight to come inte gresence of Menno
Simons and other revered churchmen. But to conte@Gad's presence is
something else.

May we come into His presence with joy.

Contributed by a sister in the tlor
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TRAIN UP A CHILD

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and wihenis old, he will not
depart from it"Proverbs 22:6.

"Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let hptsbul spare for his cry-
ing" Proverbs 19:18.

Being a father with many failings, | feel vergditant and unworthy to
speak on this matter. The ideals lifted out herealg® strive for in our
own home and, in weakness, would desire to be swreessful. We have
experienced some of what is written here in our &obut some we have
not. | feel a burden on my heart in this area aodld like to share some
inspirations but leave ample room for correction.

To have a happy, secure Christian home nectsssitagreat dedication
and acceptance of responsibility. Referring torimal things, we some-
times say, "We can't afford it." Then there aragsithat we can't afford to
be without. Our home is one of those things. Wetrhase a happy, Chris-
tian home regardless of the cost or sacrifice.

Children are usually born to us when we are goand inexperienced,
and also in the busiest time of life. To those vitsel overwhelmed with
the cares of parenthood, take courage. God hasiggdno help us with
this responsibility. Isaiah 40:11 says, "He shaéid his flock like a shep-
herd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, ardya¢hem in his bosom,
and shall gently lead those that are with young."

That little newborn child in our arms seems ws@et and innocent. But
we must remember that within their little heareslmuch potential for evil
(Jeremiah 17:9). It is difficult to realize the @bt of the responsibility to
deal with this until the fruit of the corrupt nagubegins to show itself in
reality.

Someone has said that we should prepare thé fdritthe way, not the
way for the child. Too many parents today are gytmprepare the way for
the child. This is a real problem when material ngeare abundant. This
approach will not prepare the child for the reafitof life.

To prepare the child for the way will require iadhan just talking. It
will require the actual application of firm and log discipline. The re-
sponsible parent will not be able to sit back aadhdthing when the child
is in need of discipline. To see our child becomgrg, scream, and throw
a temper tantrum and we do nothing is a sign @sponsibility. Some-
times when this happens, parents will try to dtttae child or compro-
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mise with him by offering something else to entertaim. This method
will do nothing to subdue the child's will. It onprepares the way for the
child.

We will need to confront the child's will asist and not avoid the real
problem if we are going to prepare the child fog thay. Our duty is not
over with until the child submits. However, at tsnea our training, we be-
come frustrated when we don't see good resulteegtriesent time or as we
think we should. We try over and again to deal wath child's problems
and habits, but any noticeable result is so longing that we become dis-
couraged. We pray often and wonder why the Lordsdbeanswer our
prayers. Let's keep it up! Perhaps not every agiphio of discipline will
produce all the desired results, but consistendyfaithfulness will finally
begin to make the difference.

What a blessing it is when we begin to see spasgtive results in our
children. Sometimes it seems like we have not dornghing, but God has
answered our prayers. Here the verse in Ecclesiddtel comes to mind.
"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shatt firafter many days."

New parents with a very young child are somegimery zealous and
ready to begin the training program. This is gdmat, we must be careful,
for there is much we don't understand. Sometimean@aveary with their
crying and may feel that they need to be puniskietl the reason for their
crying is somewhat unclear. It may be better totvi@ an opportunity
with more clear evidence. If we are prayerful andaerned, we will no-
tice these opportunities. The great challenge isidb neglect that op-
portunity, for it will likely come at a time when is not convenient. If we
are going to "train up a child," we may as wellgietr about a convenient
time.

Sometimes we place undue burdens on our childiry do we ask our
small children to make choices, like a parent atgBuKing trying to get
the toddler to decide exactly what he wants to @déany times we do
this because we are afraid of the outcome if thiel doesn't get just what
he wants, and we do not wish to confront their.vtven though we are
loath to admit it, as parents we often have a redarnal fear of our chil-
dren. It may be a secret fear that we are not imrobas we need to be. If
we do not have the grace to humbly face this redlitis weakness will
most certainly carry on to youth years as well.

It seems that today's parents do not have enoaogtnol of or influence
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on their teenage children, and they become so emmt. An example
might be when families are together visiting, tutit youth children are
off somewhere else. Do we have a spiritual lovetiem ruling over the
carnal love, which never wants to hurt their fegdid Do our youth today
plan their own activities without input from therpats?

Someone has said that parents are responsiblake decisions for their
children until they are able to make proper chofoeghemselves. Should
an eighteen-year-old ask permission before he @lesdwves with the vehi-
cle? Should father feel free to ask where he orhstsebeen and what they
have done? Should mother check on her teenage wauag she sews a
dress and instruct her how she should sew it?i# ihconsistent, should
she be instructed to change it? As the ministryld/@xpress church con-
cerns and direction to the congregation, should pavents endeavor to
make the practical application in their own homéelleve that the answer
to these and similar questions should be yes.thesduty of parents to en-
courage conviction in the hearts of their children.

We should strive to give our young children kemit yet positive direc-
tion. Sometimes we answer them with, "I don't knoweally wish you
would not." If we don't know, it would be better finem to wait while we
consider the matter. Proverbs 31:26 refers to e of kindness." We
should consistently give our commands in a kind @@y yet one that does
not leave a question. An example would be when aye 'slohnny, please
don't tease your little sister, okay?" That souasld the parent's command
depends on Johnny's consent.

It is not proper for children to argue with th&rents. Parents need to feel
a proper sense of authority that is a result obd-Given sense of respon-
sibility. This is not selfish authority but ratharmeartfelt acceptance of di-
vinely given responsibility and concern for theres welfare of our chil-
dren. We should try to understand our small chiidoeit not necessarily
try to "reason” together with them. We are respaedio do the reasoning.

We must learn to discipline our own natural ifegd and emotions.
When we become angry with our children, we losemamn sense of au-
thority. And when we lose our authority, we cangain the respect of the
child. It is so easy to feel angry and frustrataat, perhaps we become an-
gry because we fail to sense a spiritual concerd larden of re-
sponsibility. Yes, God has made us responsiblegHerbehaviour of our
children. We must not lash out in anger, but neigh®uld we spare for the
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child's crying.

Emotional feelings, however necessary, must glaee to principle. We
must not sacrifice principle for the sake of ouro#éions. It is noteworthy
that the world, "sparing for the child's cryingXperiences more feelings
of anger and frustration with their children. Muemphasis is placed on
showing love to the children. "Don't be too hardtbem; be reasonable,
build confidence." Despite all such talk, you vaéle that it is the parents
who are willing to deal with that carnal love, slarg firm on the Word of
God and sound principles, who gain the greater énkrespect from their
children.

Parents should endeavor to build a close relship with the children.
They should be a confidential friend, and not oafyinstructor. Fathers,
take time sometimes to tuck the young children mgd at night and stay
at their bedside awhile. Visit with them about théay in an understanding
way. You might be surprised at what all they havsay. If we cannot de-
velop their confidence in us when they are youniy, ttwey have confi-
dence when they are older?

Let's not flatter our children in public, but yately encourage them.
When we are alone with them, sincerely tell themttiings we appreciate
in them. The first method will go to the head; gecond will go to the
heart. Deuteronomy 6:7 reads, "And thou shalt tehem diligently unto
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thouesittin thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liestrd and when thou
risest up.” What a responsibility! As we sincertly to fill this place, we
will often find ourselves in that secret place odyer. Also, need we men-
tion the importance of the sacred family altar?sTieiwhere children learn
the sacredness of God's Word. This is where fatiw@rgiven opportunity
for much teaching and instruction. Yes, this is kghee may share our
hearts together and confess to one another. The $bad here are of a
healing nature.

May we be willing for all the tears that are egsary to bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The costostoo great.

Young fathers and mothers, does the question @wae to you when
your family is together, of whether everyone oftheill be saved? Let us
do all that we can to ensure that our family cireld not be broken in
heaven. After we have done our best, we must ldaveest in the Lord's
hands. "They that sow in tears shall reap in jog.tkat goeth forth and
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weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtlese egain with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him" Psalm126:5-6. Brother Robert.

R~
The Wisdom of the Gospel

The gospel is the sum of wisdom; a collection of knowledge; a treas-
ure-house of truth; and a disclosure of mysterious secrets.

In it we see how justice and mercy may be associated; here we see
unalterable law entirely satisfied, and sovereign love carrying away
the sinner in triumph.

Our meditation on it broadens the mind; and as it opens to our soul
in successive flashes of glory, we stand astonished at the profound
wisdom manifest in it.

Yes, dear friends! if you seek wisdom, you will see it displayed in all
its greatness; not in the firmness of the earth's foundations—not in
the measured march of the clouds of the sky, nor in the perpetual
motions of the waves of the sea; not in the vegetation with all its in-
tricate forms of beauty, nor in the animal with its marvellous tissue
of nerve, and vein, and sinew; nor even in man, that last and loftiest
work of the Creator.

But turn aside and see this great sight!—an incarnate God on the
cross; a substitute atoning for mortal's guilt; a sacrifice satisfying
the vengeance of Heaven, and delivering the rebellious sinner.

Here is essential wisdom; enthroned, crowned, and glorified.
Admire, you men and women of the earth, if you are not blind; and
you who glory in your learning, bow your heads in reverence, and
admit that all your skill could not have devised a gospel that is one
so just to God, and so safe to man.

o
P P L Fam D
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TWELVE ATTRIBUTES OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

The following list is by no means claimed to &éinclusive, nor are
these attributes listed in order of importance. Ntegy/Lord help each of us
find our place under Him.

1. A constant awareness that, really, everythingrigddo God. "The earth
is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the woddd they that dwell
therein" Psalm 24:1.

Z. Being more concerned about faithfully following @®ways than pur-
suing personal ambitions of greatness or positiBat as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15. "Fboatwshall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and losedvis; soul? Or what shall
a man give in exchange for his soul?" Mark 8:36-37.

2. The search and pursuit of the kingdom of heavetramger than earthly
peer pressure or competition. "But seek ye firstkingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall degdnto you"

Matthew 6:33.

4. Wanting to please the Lord becomes more impottent self-pleasure.
"And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, becauseeep his com-
mandments, and do those things that are pleasinig sight"

1 John 3:22.

5. Proper willingness to work and to earn one's wayife. "But if any
provide not for his own, and specially for thosehed own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel'irh.15:8.

6. A willingness and desire to give and share of lthessings God has
given us. "But this | say, He which soweth spangnghall reap also spar-
ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall redpaabountifully. Every
man according as he purposeth in his heart, darfegive; not grudgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful givendAGod is able to make
all grace abound toward you; that ye, always hawakhgufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good work" 2 Cor. 9:6-8

Z. Possessing an ongoing concern about the wisefusae "Redeeming
the time, because the days are evil. Whereforeeb®y unwise, but under-
standing what the will of the Lord is" Ephesians17.

&. An ideal or goal to avoid waste in general pracaod lifestyle, taking
into consideration the attitude of Jesus. "Whery there filled, he said
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unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments thatare, that nothing be
lost” John 6:12.

9. Compassion for the poor and unfortunate. "But whaath this world's
good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutpetiis bowels of com-
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God im®" 1 John 3:17.

10. Willingness to pay taxes due. "And when they warsee to Caper-
naum, they that received tribute money came torPatel said, Doth not
your master pay tribute? He saith, Yes" Matthew24725.

11. Striving for total honesty and integrity in blisiness dealings and in-
teraction with others. "Let us walk honestly, asthe day" Rom. 13:13.
"That ye may walk honestly toward them that aréhauit, and that ye may
have lack of nothing" 1 Thessalonians 4:12.

1Z, Endeavoring to always be alert and prayerful. '8Nate therefore; for
ye know not when the master of the house cometéwvet, or at midnight,
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: Lest coghsuddenly he find
you sleeping. And what | say unto YOU | say unth ®Watch" Mark
13:35-36.

Who then qualifies? "And the Lord said, Who therthat faithful and
wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler overhousehold, to give
them their portion of meat in due season? Bless#uat servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so doing" Luke 12482
Anyone can, by the grace of God. "And they wererashed out of meas-
ure, saying among themselves; Who then can be 8aed Jesus looking
upon them saith; With men it is impossible, but wih God: for with God
all things are possible" Mark 10:26-27.

Brother Luke.

e
P D AN Fam D
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IT IS FINISHED!

There's a line that is drawn through the ages
On that line stands an old rugged cross
On that cross, a battle is raging
To gain a man's soul or it's loss

It is finished, the battle is over
It is finished, there'll be no more war
It is finished, the end of the conflict
It is finished and Jesus is Lord

On one side, march the forces of evil
All the demons, all the devils of hell
On the other, the angels of glory
And they meet on Golgotha's hill

It is finished, the battle is over
It is finished, there'll be no more war
It is finished, the end of the conflict
It is finished and Jesus is Lord

The earth shakes with the force of the conflict
And the sun refuses to shine
For there hangs God's Son, in the balance
And then through the darkness He cries;

It is finished, the battle is over
It is finished, there'll be no more war
It is finished, the end of the conflict
It is finished and Jesus is Lord

Yet in my heart, the battle was still raging
Not all prisoners of war had come home
These were battlefields of my own making
| didn't know that the war had been won
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It is finished, the battle is over
It is finished, there'll be no more war
It is finished, the end of the conflict
It is finished and Jesus is Lord

Oh, but then | heard the King of the ages
Had fought all the battles for me
And that victory was mine for the claiming
And now praise His name, | am free.

It is finished, the battle is over
It is finished, there'll be no more war
It is finished, the end of the conflict
It is finished and Jesus is Lord.

John 19:16-18
16 --And they took Jesus, and lain away.’ And He bearing His cross went
forth into a place callethe placeof a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Gol-
gotha:l8Where they crucified Him.

John 19:30
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegaraide s
It is finished:
and He bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

Matthew 28:1
In the end of the sabbath,
as it began to dawn toward the fidsty of the week,
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to seedpelshre.

Matthew 28:5-6
® And the angel answered and said unto the women,
Fear not ye: for | know that ye seek Jesus, whiak gvucified.
®He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
E-mail: shimara2 @bigpond.com

Web: www.anabaptistmennonites.org

-24 -
g John 16:33: In the world ye Blnave tribulation: j\\ﬁi




