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From The Editor’s Desk.
“And | saw in the right hand of Him that sat on theone a book . . .
sealed with seven sealRevelation 5:1.

Throughout the ages men have tried to pry opersécrets of the future
as shown in Revelation without success, becauseaitsealed Book. John
wept because no one was found worthy to open thok,bor to look
thereon. (Rev.5:3-4).

But would to God all men knew that théseSomeone who is worthy to
open the Book!

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:ldetiee Lion of the tribe
of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to offe book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof. (Revelation 5:5)

Who is this Worthy One? God in the personesiu$ Christ Himself had
to be proved Worthy to open the Book. In the Persiodesus Christ God
became Man, He trod this earth as man and walkeshgmmen.

By His holy life, by His moral integrity and sigme spiritual greatness,
Jesus Christ proved that He was worthy to operBttak. The Book can
be opened by only one Hand, the pierced hand oMbehy One, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne stood a Lamb as it had
been slain. (Revelation 5:6)

Jesus Christ is the supreme Sacrifice for theosithe world; He is “the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the wirltlis through His
death that we are made partakers of His life amdhzve gifted to us a
pure heart, which He says is the condition for rsg&bod.And He came
and took the book out of the right hand of Him tkat upon the throne.
(Revelation 5:7)

Jesus Christ and He alone is able to satisfgitiveng of the human heart
as it seeks to be re-united to God possible dmhyuigh Jesus Christ.

In our personal lives Jesus Christ proves Himselig all this—He is the
Lamb to expiate our sins, to lift us out of condatom and restore our re-
lationship to God.

The time is coming when the Lion of the Tribe ofldh shall reign,
and when “the kingdoms of this world” shall becoftie kingdoms of our
Lord, and of His Christ.”

May we be ready!
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
The Attractiveness of Modesty
From a message by David Danner given at Hopewetindaite Church

The Attractiveness of Modestylt is an interesting way of putting
words together here. First of all, | think we dee understand what mod-
esty is.

) The first definition in the dictionary says tHaodesty is not think-
ing too highly of one’s self, not vain.” And thegt certainly based from
Scripture and Scripture would concur with that. Romans 12:3 it says,
“For | say, through the grace given unto me, torgwean that is among
you, not to think of himself more highly than hegbtito think; but to think
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every mamteasure of faith.”
And then Philippians 2:3, Paul tells the churchPatlippi he says, “Let
nothing be done through strife or vainglory; butlowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than themselves.” Modgstpt thinking too
highly of one’s self, not being vain.

Now, the Scripture records for us a number of examm both ways.
First we would like to think of just a few examplefsthose who were im-
modest in their thinking of themselves. In Dai&?9-30 it tells us about
king Nebuchadnezzar. “At the end of twelve moritesvalked in the pal-
ace of the kingdom of BabyloPfThe king spake, and said, Is not this great
Babylon, that | have built for the house of thegdom by the might of my
power, and for the honour of my majesty?”

Not a very modest way of thinking about one’s seHis it? King Ne-
buchadnezzar thought pretty highly about hims@lid he saw himself as
being the centre around which the kingdom was .builtd he saw himself
as the one that was able to control all these hidgnd we know the story
how that God needed to bring him into an understands to how much
power he had. And as God accomplished that in hinthe end of this
chapter we find Nebuchadnezzar saying, “Now | Néladoezzar praise
and extol and honour the King of heaven, all wheseks are truth, and
his ways judgment: and those that walk in prideshable to abase” (verse
37). Well, that is an example of one who thinks bighly of one’s self.

And we expect that to a certain extent from theg#éoms of this world.
We do not involve ourselves in politics and thatoige of the reasons,
among others, that we do not involve ourselvesstheSome time ago the
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President visited the city of York, PA. and oneoaf brethren had an op-
portunity to read a transcript of the speech heawaile he was there. He
was somewhat disappointed by how much “I . . . bnd. and this. . . |
have done. . .” and so on, was in that. Well, tha@art of the kingdoms of
this world to be that way and we are not necessegilecting upon any
one person.

But what we are reflecting on is the fact that whenare talking about
modesty and we are talking about what the Scriptatlis Christian people
to, that kind of attitude is not going to be refextin us. It is not very at-
tractive, like | say, the brother that read thengcript was somewhat ap-
palled by it because it just does not fit with wist see or understanding
of how we ought to reflect upon our abilities anpbn God who has given
them to us.

Now, we say “That is pretty much out there.” Bwybu know the
Scriptures also tell us about the Pharisee andptiiican going up to
prayer. And the Pharisee looked over there afptitdican and he said,
“God, | thank thee, that | am not as other menor even as this publican.
| fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all tHgtossess” (Luke 18:11-12).
“I am a much more worthy person than this publiogar here.” And we
look at that and say, “What went wrong with that®ia Jesus said, “I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified eatihan the other” (Luke
18:14). But you know when we come face to facdnwsime of the off-
scourings of society it is pretty easy for us tel fpretty much like that
Pharisee.

| do not know how many of you have had the pege of going along to
street meetings and when you meet up with somethedg who has had a
little too much to drink, and they are not to pbeaisto be about just how
do you look at that person and how do you feel abbeam?

| am just simply helping us to understand that nstdbas some prac-
tical applications for us. And we are what we hyethe grace of God.
The rich man of Luke 12, Jesus told that story @ivithis man’s fields
brought forth bountifully, and how he built barms gut these things into
and how he said, “Soul, thou hast much goods |pitbumany years; take
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry” (Luke 12:IR)is rich man intended
to spend all of the resources that God had blesgedvith upon himself.
This man was proud and arrogant. And in the aburelaf affluence in
which we live, | wonder just how far we are awaynfrthat sometimes.
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The Scripture also gives us some direction as $athase who are
modest in their thoughts. And | think it standsantrast to these we have
looked at. Jacob said in Genesis 32:10, “I amwwothy of the least of all
the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou &mswed unto thy servant.”
Jacob spoke these words as he returned to theofaidnaan after he had
gone over to his mother’s family and there workedLfaban for a number
of years. He returned now with two wives with amner of children and
great herds and flocks. And he said this becaessaid, “For with my
staff 1 passed over this Jordan.” When he wentotier direction there
was only the thing that he had in his hand was#. sAnd now he is re-
turning, he says, “and now | am become two banda¢ob says, “I am not
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and ofth# truth, which thou hast
shewed unto thy servant.” — Modest he was. Hendidexpect that he
was worthy in any way of all of God’s blessing ugom.

King Saul, when he was little in his own eyes,les$cripture says in 1
Samuel 9:21. “And Saul answered and said, Am @oBEnjamite, of the
smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family kb&st of all the families
of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then spealest 5o to me?” He said
this at the time when Samuel anointed him to be lkawer Israel. And
God said that while he was small in his own sig@lst Ife was at this point)
He could work with him and bless him and use hBut there came a time
in Saul's experience when he no longer felt thay wad God could no
longer use him.

David also shows humility in 2 Samuel 7:18, “TheanvKing David
in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who a@® lLord GOD? and
what is my house, that thou hast brought me hio?értDavid likewise felt
himself small before God and of lacking ability astdength on his part to
fill the role of king of God’s people. His son $oion likewise followed
in those footsteps when he says in 1 Kings 3:7,d‘Aow, O LORD my
God, thou hast made thy servant king instead ofday father: and | am
but a little child: | know not how to go out or cenm.”

John the Baptist, Jesus came to him and expressededd for bap-
tism, His desire to have John baptize him. “ButnJorbad him, saying, |
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thoet (Matthew 3:14)?
The centurion in Matthew 8:8, he told Jesus, “Ldrdm not worthy that
thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak thel waly, and my ser-
vant shall be healed.”
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And then probably one of the most outstanding aidsumility is the
Syrophenician woman who came to Jesus asking 1pr h&nd Jesus re-
plied to her that He came to bring salvation to Jeevs and “for it is not
meet to take the children’s bread, and to casttid the dogs” (Mark 7:27).
Now talk about someone who had their spirit undertil. This woman
answered Jesus and she said, “And she said, Trottk;, yet the dogs eat
of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ tabléMatthew 15:27).
There is something striking about the humility lott woman and her un-
derstanding of her position before this great mé&womw she was speaking
to and her willingness to remain in that position.

Paul told Timothy, “This is a faithful saying, amarthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to sameers; of whom | am
chief” (1 Timothy 1:15). | suppose there are otbees that we could read
or we could show from the Scriptures that wouldsttate modesty.

The modest man is one who understands that God made And he
understands that if he has anything to glory ortlang to boast of it is
only by the grace of God and through the crossestis Christ. When we
share the Gospel with others we are not like thariBées. We are one
beggar telling another where to find bread jusPasl said that he is chief
of sinners. As far as modesty in concerned, tleer® “me first” that can
ever be allowed. That is the attitude that is tbamong those who are
immodest in their thoughts about themselves.

II) The second definition in the dictionary for mesty is, “to be bash-
ful or shy.” And then to further illustrate thatsays, “not bold or not fro-
ward.” Being timid is not necessarily modesty hesasome people in be-
ing timid are timid because they are worried abelbat other people are
going to think of them. That is not modesty. Msiyeis understanding
how much more important it is to consider what @aldithink of us.

A child who is properly taught modesty will quiegyand by their par-
ent after church. And they will not whine and theyl not be tugging on
the parent’'s arm. But they will, when they arekspoto, look at you and
not at the floor and they will answer distinctlydaloud enough to be un-
derstood even by those who have some trouble \eihimg. | believe that
that goes along with modesty. That is not beiogvéird. That is not being
bold, but simply being respectful.

| think about the little maid in Syria as an exaeplRemember, that
little maid was a long way from home, a long waynifrher father’'s house,

-6 -
g Since my eyes looked on Jesus I'vesighkt of all else besidj\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 8 — AUGUST 2010 12

a long time since she had heard her mother’'s voig. that little maid in
Syria was listening and she heard about her magpeoblems. She heard
about Naaman and his needs and the disease thathead. And she did
not go boldly to Naaman and say, “Well, | have asveer for you.” She
did not go boldly to Naaman and say, “Well, if yimten to me | will tell
you how you can be healed.” No, she quietly tadd mistress, “Would
God my lord were with the prophet that is in Saadafor he would re-
cover him of his leprosy” (2 Kings 5:3).

Now, the mistress, of course, passed this alonthéomaster. And
Naaman went. But | see this maid as an exampieoafesty, an example
to help us understand the attractiveness of it.d Blae boldly gone to
Naaman | do not know whether Naaman would haverexd to her or not,
but because of the approach that she took, hasiéhland he did go. Of
course, we know that his initial response there medone of modesty, and
his initial response just about caused him to theeblessing that was there
for him. But it was after his servants were alded¢ason with him and
cause him to reflect upon his action that he wds &breceive the bless-
ing.
Now, there is a false modesty sometimes that weasdédhat is when
one talks degradingly about one’s self in an apgaaempt to provoke a
flattering response. That is not true modesty. &&le excuse ourselves
from what we are asked to do and say, “Well, tieiomebody over here
that can do it better. There is someone over thateis able to do it in a
way that we can do.” We can give such excuseshadtis not the excuse
of a modest person. That is a false modesty. &#d us to do the best
that we can do and not according to what some@®eoain do.

Neither is it true modesty when we act humble jadurther our cause
or to make others think well of us. Modesty is stimng that comes from
a changed heart. Modesty is something that wilf be attractive when it
comes from a motivation that is from within.

[Il) The third definition that the dictionary givemn the word modesty
is, “not calling attention to one’s body.” Let la®k at 1 Timothy 2:8-9, “I
will therefore that men pray every where, lifting tioly hands, without
wrath and doubting. (9) In like manner also, thatnen adorn themselves
in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sagbrietywith broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array.” Itrgs out the focus of what we
are thinking about here, not drawing attentionrie’s body. Now, | find it
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interesting that verse 9 begins by saying, “In llkanner,” referring to the
fact that although it seemingly may be more ofragtion for women to
appear in a fashion that calls attention to theweselt is also something
that men are included in because the women are tm kike manner to
what he speaks about here in verse 8. Verse 8 aneltied together.

Much of what is called fashion in today’s worldwsrn for the express
purpose of calling attention to one’s self and esly to one’s body.
Many things that are done are done in extremesne8mes, for instance,
the skirts go up, sometimes the skirts go downsedms that there is no
moderation. But there are extremes that are beseg such as the abbre-
viation of clothes and the resulting exposure @& biody. It may be the
slits that are used in the side of long dressesnalbe the tightness of the
fit to expose a shape or it may be the tight clsttoe the tight shirt or the
tight pants that a brother is wearing. These aigtlon brethren are just as
unbecoming as they are on sisters.

The baggy and extremely loose fads of our day #iem @ised to expose
parts of the body or clothing that is not meanbéoexposed but is done so
because of the looseness and the bagginess ¥bit. know, when Adam
and Eve took fig leaves to cover themselves Godveldhem that it was
not sufficient. That is calling attention to onésdy.

Modesty is also compromised by bright clothing,rexte contrasts,
added fancies and we can think of many thingswleasee out there in so-
ciety but let us bring it down home to some of thimgs that sometimes
creep in among us, when the sleeves begin to putuhe side here and
begin to look like side boards on a wagon. You etimmes see that sort of
thing among us. And there are large bows thatigdton belts at times.
And there are wide belts and then there are sonzehakie trouble some-
times remembering to wear a belt. And on the lbeets side there are
brown belts and there are large belt buckles aackethre woven belts and
things like that that creep in among us and thiesg$ are not an expres-
sion of modesty but they are something that are tsaraw attention to
one’s self and to one’s body. And that is notaative as far as when we
are thinking about the attractiveness of modeltgan be attractive from a
worldly sense of reasoning but it is not goingttoazt the attention that we
are looking for.

That is not the attractiveness of modesty that reetalking about this
afternoon.
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Hair is another way that some use to get attentiomould appear oc-
casionally that some sisters love see how much theyleave uncovered
of their hair rather than how much they can geteurtie covering. The
brethren are often drawn into this matter of follogvthe fads of hair style.
And when we follow the fads of the world, it is @@nly not something as-
sociated with modesty. As a boy, | remember thate were a few boys
that came to the congregation where | was thatgumhdvhat was called a
“crew cut.” And then | remember when one young mdmo was a mem-
ber of the congregation came with a “flat top.” dAthere were several
who had a real problem with the long hair stylest tame along with the
influence of the '60’s. There were sideburns twatt down, then there
were sideburns that went up. There was one youamigwiho was a mem-
ber in the congregation who had left for a timgtoto college and he ap-
peared back on a Sunday morning when communiorbeiag served and
here he had a moustache. And the bishop did me¢ $8m communion
and he wondered why.

Now, it is common for men in our society today iiodf men who are
shaving their heads. One of reasons for peoplegddiings like this is to
draw attention to themselves and to their bodywNwat man who shaves
his head for some reason must think that his hedzbautiful, or at least
that people want to see it because he constandgski out there in front
for everyone to see, not modest.

Now, | am not talking about someone who is baldabee God made
them that way. | am talking about someone whorhade themselves that
way. And we do not want to reflect at all on someavho has lost their
hair for natural reasons.

IV) Modesty includes our thoughts and actions. tTieanother point
that is made in the dictionary definitions. Intfabat is the fourth defini-
tion. And we find a Scriptural basis for that intus 2:10 where he says,
“Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; thahey may adorn the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” Adangithe doctrine, making
attractive the doctrine of God, our Saviour inthlhgs. Modesty includes
our thoughts and our actions. The Scriptures tel& do all. . . “Do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 3:17).

We know that our thoughts will sooner or latertivette us into action.
Modesty in thought and activity will adorn or adeioity to the doctrine of
God our Saviour.
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V) Now, this brings us to the core focus of the sage and that is the
matter of attractiveness. The attractiveness afesty.

What is it that is attractive about modesty¥hat is it that makes mod-
esty attractive?
Well, the dictionary gives with this word two difent definitions. And |
believe that both of them have an application.

1) The first definition that the dictionary givabout attractiveness is,
“to be likeable, pleasant . . .” we like that, Bl#e, pleasant and charming.
Most of us get weary pretty quickly about someot® whinks only about
themselves. And we are not very attractive toemme who continually
presents themselves either by the way they drésswhy they act as
though they think they are somebody. Now nonesoére attracted very
much to that. We do like be around people whopdgasant, who are able
to visit and to talk about things other than thelweseand we find that at-
tractive.

2) The second definition of attractiveness is “tavd toward as a mag-
net, attracts.” As a young boy we had a pair oséhthings called, “tricky
dogs.” and | spent a good deal of effort and timmg) to make those dogs
go together the wrong way. And it just never cagyliite happen. But how
quick they would twist around and pull together d&edattracted together
as a magnet. Well, we are thinking about the @ttr@ness of modesty.
And modesty attracts people in much the same WA are attracted to
people who are modest in their demeanour and modeste way they
think about themselves and modest in the way theygmt themselves.

As we think about the attractiveness of modestyisgust think about
a few contrasts that we ought to be able to steeithurch of Jesus Christ
is what it ought to be.

1) Contrast number one. In the world we see meaplo are “painted”
and “fixed” up to leave an impression of somethiingy really are not. It
really struck home some years ago when we werenpigrfor an early
morning sale in our store and one woman was iretteaking around, we
talked about this early morning sale and she datl if she came at that
hour you would see her without any makeup on. Agdess that really
was not a big concern to me but it sure was to hemd | had to think
about that. What was it that she was so conceahedt? What was it that
she wore that makeup for? | am not sure what & tlvat she was trying to
hide. But it certainly was not modesty that wassgreblem.
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In this group of people who find themselves needmgaint them-
selves up we find many people whose faces are heddey sin. And you
watch the smiles that they give and you observesaath begin to get the
feeling that the smiles that they give are mordquhen than real, because
there is a sadness underneath that which seenme cut and that there
is a general feeling of emptiness.

In the church, in contrast to that, we see peoie have lines on their
faces from hard work and trouble and sorrow, botnfisomewhere within
there comes a glow, there comes a glow of peacgogrid the Lord. Itis
pretty hard to put a description on that and eyasdly what all it is, but it
is there and there is evidence that these peopleanlved with a general
purpose that is not just taking care of “humber’dtieemselves] like we
sometimes hear expressed in our world and society.

Does this add beauty to the Christian? Does tlakemt attractive?
Well, of course it does. It is hard to explain ekawhat we see in people
like this. It hard to explain it but we know itieal because we can see it.
And we know it is there and the desire is to knbat fperson better and to
learn what makes them “tick.” What is it that givihem joy and peace
and confidence in life?

2) Contrast number two. In the world around us &e [geople who say
they want to be unique. But what is it that they? d Instead of being
unique it is very obvious that they are slavesathion and slaves to what
other people think. They are driven by the latest what they think is the
greatest and if there is a new fad, a new fangéethet they must have it.
It must be. They just cannot do without it. Argly@u observe them you
get the feeling that they are running around icleg looking for some-
thing that they are never going to find. Thera isck of obedience to di-
rection. There is even less respect for diredtan is given.

In contrast to that you find in the church a graigpeople who wear
the same style of clothing year after year. AnelytBing the same songs
and they preach the same word. There is littleedihce between age
groups. Young people do not mind looking like thparents or their
grandpas and their grandmas because they sensathe God. And so
there is no real reason why there needs to beat difterence in how they
appear. Obedience is held in high esteem and eefgretradition is con-
sidered of high value.
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Not long ago, a group was at the York hospitalibg $or the patients
and as we were going through the hallways of thepital singing as we
usually do, | was sort of at one point trailingtjas“tad” behind and a
woman came out from the side and she stopped mestandaid, “I must
tell you something. | want to commend you thatryooys look like boys
should. Whatever you are doing you keep on ddiig i

Now, we need to be modest and acknowledge todayiftloar boys
look like they should it was because of the grac&ad working in them
and us. But | pondered upon what it was that skeamntn | am still not sure
that | have all the answer of what she meant wihensaid that your boys
look like boys should. But I did look. | lookedoand at our boys and |
saw they were dressed in what | call traditionatlteés — white shirts, suit
coats, or sweaters and dress pants and dress shioeg were dressed that
way. | saw them enthusiastically joining in thaging. | saw them re-
spectfully filing down the aisle.

And | looked around and there were some other @nlgresent who
were running up and down the hall making some cotitmaand there
were some of them dressed in t-shirts and shodsame of them looked
like they wished they were anywhere but where tveye. And many of
them were making actions or doing things that degtention to them-
selves. Something she saw that she appreciatethet8ing attracted her
attention. Something she saw was attractive.

| think also of a brother's business that | knowtlmédit is prospering
rather well, and some of his customers come intstoge on occasion and
they tell that it is a pleasure for them to do hass at his place of busi-
ness. They said, “You can trust them. You knoat they will do the best
that they can for you, and they just feel comfddadoing business with
this brother.” But | know that if | were to spetikthe brother, in fact |
have at times, then he would in all modesty say ltkas only doing what
is expected of him. He is only doing what he tlimk the normal way of
doing business. But there is something differdoiud the way he is doing
business than what many places in society are. p&ogle appreciate that.

And it is the attractiveness of modesty | beligvaticomes through. It
is not that he is out there selling himself, orttha is out there trying to
make a name for himself. But he is simply doingibess according to the
Bible way. And there is attractiveness there altbat that just cannot be
missed.
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3) The third contrast. In the world there are maages where it ap-
pears that a person’s body is for sale becauseaigeyo freely advertised.
In doing so they leave many people with impure s and defiled con-
sciences. In contrast to that we have brethrerseters in the church with
discrete conduct and modest clothing and behawiwair spares us from
much of the ravages of sinful and evil society.

| think of one of the occasions that | was alon@aston. | was stand-
ing there passing out tracts and a man came upetand we talked for a
length of time. Then, he observed the group wheeveinging and were
giving testimony to the truth of the Gospel in theeting just a little dis-
tance away from us. And he made this comment, “fFeople are like a
breath of fresh air.” And | thought “How fittindpat is.” When you look
around at society today and you see all of the idesty and the way peo-
ple are trying to direct attention to themselved gou notice the filthy and
smoky and polluted air, it certainly seems fittinghat kind of air chokes
and eventually kills the user. On the other haind breath of fresh air that
exudes life and even can be used to extend it peiheinto eternal life —
a breath of fresh air. Yes, | think that is a vBtyng way to describe the
attractiveness of modesty.

Whether it is our clothing, our actions, or our d®rthat we speak
many will be attracted by curiosity to our modesty.will stand out to
them like a spring flower in a swamp, in the midisthe cesspools of soci-
ety in which we live. If we allow God’s Spirit tmontinue to work in and
through us, our modesty will attract a few of thidme a magnet. And they
will likewise desire to be like us and to beconke lus. May God help us
to allow the full beauty of modesty to flower inrdives unhindered by the
pride and affluence of the day in which we live.

B3O

KINGDOM ECONOMY

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor eaarteneither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hatbpared for them that
love him(1 Corinthians 2:9).

In the gospel of Matthew we find some indicasia@i how the economy
of God contradicts or is in opposition to the eaogoof the world where
-13 -
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people seek or demand material rewards for théortef

All us would be familiar with the admonition Matthew 6:19-20 not to
seek after or store up the treasures of this wasldnany do and we as
Christians can fall into that trap as well. Jesasi have us be different,
He urges us to lay up treasures in heaven rathertbre on earth and He
makes the reason obvious. To put it bluntly alusfwill leave this world
with the same amount of earthly treasures as wereshtit. Job 1:21 and
Ecclesiastes 5:15 both affirm this state of mamgitning and end in this
world.
In these selected passages from the gospel of datile see the carnal
nature of man portrayed in his seeking a tempesabard and we see Jesus’
response.
Matthew 19:27-30

Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, ave forsaken all,
and followed thee; what shall we have therefct#hd Jesus said unto
them, Verily | say unto you, That ye which haveldaled me, in the re-
generation when the Son of man shall sit in thertérof his glory, ye also
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelubes of Israel2°And
every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethnesisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my nasngake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting lifBut many that are first
shall be last; and the last shall be first.
Matthew 20:1-16

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man tlsahm householder,
which went out early in the morning to hire labasrento his vineyard.
2And when he had agreed with the labourers for anpenday, he sent
them into his vineyardAnd he went out about the third hour, and saw
others standing idle in the marketpla¢&énd said unto them; Go ye also
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right | wiNeyyou. And they went
their way.5Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hood did like-
wise.b6And about the eleventh hour he went out, and faathdrs standing
idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here a&ldhy idle?’They say
unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He satib tlnem, Go ye also
into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, thatlisye receive8So when
even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith higsteward, Call the la-
bourers, and give them their hire, beginning frdra tast unto the first.
9And when they came that were hired about the etbvbour, they re-
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ceived every man a penmyBut when the first came, they supposed that
they should have received more; and they likeweseived every man a
penny.1?And when they had received it, they murmured agaires good-
man of the houséz2Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and
thou hast made them equal unto us, which have hbeburden and heat
of the day.13But he answered one of them, and said, Friend,thde no
wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a peniyrake that thine is, and
go thy way: | will give unto this last, even as aithee.'Sls it not lawful

for me to do what | will with mine own? Is thineeeyvil, because | am
good?16So the last shall be first, and the first last: foany be called, but
few chosen.

These two foregoing passages are a continuauatina of the words of
our Lord as He explained His view of this mattetexhporal rewards, we
must also remember that this is God the Fathegs/\as well for Jesus
Himself said in John 8:26: He that sent me is teunal | speak to the world
those things which | have heard of Him. Jesus nepeke of or out of
Himself as we often tend to do but only spoke thiaich was in complete
harmony with and from His heavenly Father. Joh8838 and John 12:50
also show this.

We further have in Matthew 6:1-6 the instructiaislesus in regard to
prayer and it is again interesting to note thataté® makes a noteworthy
reference in there to rewards. Three times in th@sses the warning is
given that those who do things to seek a reward hrethis life that they
will be disappointed in the life to come for in Hirds “they have their
reward.”

It is true that these particular verses speaetifseeking and desiring the
adulation of others by our personal behaviour glieve it would not be
incorrect to draw an application from that in theemyday course of life
that to seek reward for the edification and proomwtof self is not or
should not be a Christian’s way. It is realised tlia need to earn a living
to support ourselves, our families and importardgd’s work but we
should not do it with the motivation or thought neake ourselves more
important or more honoured of men.

In the Old Testament we also have a directiothig matter of seeking a
temporal reward and a promise is included espgadmalerse 21 note the
word “inherit” | believe that these verse speakisoof Christ Jesus and that
the inheritance it speaks of is the great salvati@t He brought through
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His shed blood at Calvary. Is that not indeed astutze that will fill our
treasures as spoken of in the passages from Matjheted earlier?

Proverbs 8:17-21

| love them that love me; and those that seek nny saall find me.
18Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riemes righteousness.
19My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gothd my revenue than
choice silver20l lead in the way of righteousness, in the midsthef paths
of judgment:2IThat | may cause those that love me to inherit tsulo®;
and | will fill their treasures.

In the commerce of this world, we look for thesbdeal in marketing and
purchasing. We may feel slighted if we discovet ththers found a better
price in their selling or buying. Sometimes we gueck to judge some-
thing as being unfair. Yet we are touched when ea&r lof some innocent
child with insufficient money approaching a merahaio makes a trade
way out of line of value. We call this compassiang we respect the mer-
chant for his mercy toward the child. The innocelmtd goes home with
benefits far beyond the value of his resourcesrewlizing the sacrifice the
merchant made. May we open our minds to the thotigtitin the econ-
omy of the kingdom our weak efforts bring returastieyond their value.

While the disciples were with Jesus, they heaahy conversations that
Jesus had with the people. This led them to inquirégner about some of
the things Jesus said. They also observed theiopacif the people when
they did not understand the answers or directisnslgave them. The an-
swer Jesus gave the rich man prompted Peter to emakenparison with
himself. It seemed to Peter that the disciples thale as Jesus had in-
structed the man who asked, "What lack | yet?" Newvondered what
their reward would be. The answer that Jesus gavenat sidestep the
guestion but implied that their work was not contgdieand that men who
leave all for the Lord's sake will not necessality as deprived as some
would think.

Jesus gave many likenesses relating to the &imgof heaven. Several
times a vineyard was used to exemplify the lessangotaught. This time,
however, Jesus taught about payment for servicgered. The reward or
payment for the laborers did not necessarily refatbours worked. It is
likely that those who worked less time did not estpes much payment as
those who worked all day. But here again is prbat God does not think
as man thinks. We can see that the Master wasnfiair io any concerning
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the agreement, but some received a reward beyosid éxpectations.
Since laborers were recruited at four differentesmater in the day, we
might conclude that there were many who worked whth trust that they
would receive whatsoever was right. To men this s@gm like a recipe
for misunderstanding and trouble, but this exansplews that the Lord is
more than fair. He does what He promises and morelis compassion,
He gave according to His goodness and not accotdisgrvices received.

When we think of economy, we think of value ieed for something
that is rendered. Many of our decisions are maderding to our assess-
ment of value. We may ask ourselves if the goodsred are worth the
price asked or if the wages offered are worth iime tand effort that will
be expended. We may make a venture not knowing thieateturns will
be, but if the returns are not reasonably goodptbgct or venture is soon
abandoned. This way of thinking may make good sémags and is ac-
cording to the nature of man. The economy of tmgd#om of God, how-
ever, is of a different nature.

We have no record of payment being discussechwlesus called the
disciples to follow Him. We have reason to beli¢lvere was money with
which they could satisfy their needs, and we doreat that they lacked
anything. When Peter saw the reluctance of the melm to part with his
goods he quickly pointed out that the disciples faadaken all to follow
the Lord. His real question was, "What does it pay@ may have won-
dered if the Lord would be fair with them. He magvh thought it was
about time to receive a reward. The unregeneranel hoioks for the pre-
sent advantage.

The answer Jesus gave speaks of regeneratioen &Iperson has been
born of the Holy Spirit, he accepts responsibifdy the cause of the Mas-
ter and His kingdom. He begins to look at the dibjecand not for the re-
ward. The economy of the kingdom is not in doub¢ lkhows that the
Lord takes care of His own.

Perhaps the marriage bond could serve as anpdgdmhelp us under-
stand the economy of the kingdom. Typically, wheyoang lady is asked
to become the wife of a young man, payment is noisaue in her deci-
sion. She is pleased that she has been chosenruStsehis judgment and
fairness. She loses her identity in that she assungename as hers. She
promises to love and cherish him in health andr&sk, in prosperity and
adversity, share with him the joys and sorrowsifef lexercise patience,
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kindness, and forbearance toward him, and live Wit in peace, keeping
herself only unto him. This promise is made withbesitation. She under-
takes to make a home for him, learning as mucthagan of his likes and
dislikes. She takes an interest in his pursuitshaigs in whatever way she
can. She finds great satisfaction in pleasing hesband. She senses his
love for her and appreciates all she has receMeaty a bride has testified
that her union has brought benefits far beyondefipectations. When this
sort of love is mutual, there is truly joy in thraarriage. This joy is seen by
others and is a beauty to behold. What is hisiis &ed what is hers is his,
and they safely trust in one another.

Sad to say, not all marriages share this blesssddue to weakness of
commitment, lack of love, or disillusionment. Likese not all Christians
experience the joys and blessings available to tfenthe same reason.
We can be assured that the lack is not on the $ @@t but on ours. Sup-
pose that the first laborers in the vineyard wdwdste considered that addi-
tional laborers made the work easier for them. $apphey would have
given the Lord credit for His insight in adding maohnelp, realizing that
much more was being accomplished. One may wondkeyf had the real
purpose in view.

The example in scripture teaches us that itoiswise to compare our-
selves with others. When this happens, one tendkir& that life is not
fair. One begins to evaluate his service or saerifind feels that due credit
has not been given. Love is tested. Bitternesseaim, and some may live
out their days feeling that God is unjust. It mgpear that God's favors
are upon those who have done far less for the cafudes kingdom. We
may forget that the Master took us in when we vidleeand without direc-
tion in life. We were without purpose and faced demnation and death
without hope. But He chose us, forgave our sinsusdree from condem-
nation and eternal death, gave us a new name, add os fellow heirs of
the heavenly kingdom. We were included in a felloyslike no other
upon this earth. He gave us purpose in life. Mayeamestly endeavor to
be faithful to this call and purpose.

The earthly man tends to think in terms of "rimst'f and lives accord-
ingly, but when we are offered to the Lord and s&svice, our will is last.
Through the eye of faith many see and believe @ad has a good plan
and benefit for those who love and serve Him faitisf To be approved of
God is worth more than to be approved of men artd poe first in the
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eyes of God. How beautiful it is when one who haxwed faithfully and

vigorously for the Lord dies with a testimony of/éoand appreciation for
the Lord and all His goodness. What a comfort ammberagement this is
to us who share in the faith of the gospel of ooird.

O30

The Propitiation - Alonement.
Extracts from a message by Robert Shank given askda Mennonite Church..

The word atonement is defined as reconciliatioraéd by an expiatory
sacrifice. Specifically the Atonement is the reabaton between God and
man accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ through sdffering and
death on the cross.

Someone has said that the Atonement is the scandtrunning through
every page in the entire Bible and while the war@hament is primarily
used in the Old Testament, only once is it usethenNew Testament in
Romans 5:11While that is true the doctrine of the Atonementseen
throughout Scripture and reaches from eternity fmasternity future.

Christ is referred to as the Lamb slain beforefthmdation of the world
and Revelation five tells us that redemption by bleod will be the sub-
ject of the Song of the redeemed in eternity future

Atonement is just one of the many scriptural wonded in connection
with the saving work of Christ and a number of thesrds we are going
to comment on.

Redemptiospeaks of a ransom price being paid.

1 Corinthians 6:28ays: “For ye are bought with a price.”

The blood of Christ shed on Calvary's cross pagdpttice for our sins, a
ransom price.

Substitution efers to Christ dying so that we might live. Petays: “He
bare our sins in his own body on the tree yet heameed sinless himself.

1 Peter 2:24.

Isaiah 53, “He was wounded for our transgressibleswas bruised for
our iniquities.”|saiah 53:5.

That is the doctrine of substitution.
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Propitiation describes the work of Christ in meeting the rezguients of
God's justice.

In Romans 3:25-2@peaking of Christ, Paul says: “Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his bth” verse 26 goes on to
say that He, God, might be just and the justifiehion which believeth in
Jesus.”

Isaiah 53 also refers to the fact that God shaltee travail of His soul
and shall be satisfietkaiah 53:11His death satisfied the justice of God.

Regeneratiorrefers to the change wrought in the believer'srhahe
spiritual renewal we call the new birth. That chamdich is possible only
by the work of God, the provision of Christ and therk of the Holy
Spirit. If any man be in Christ he is a new creatdrCorinthians 5:7.

That is regeneration.

Reconciliationspeaks of a relationship which was once brokeoe @s-
tranged but now restored.

2 Corinthians 5:18‘And all things are of God, who hath reconciledtais
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us th@siny of reconcilia-
tion;”

Ephesians 2:13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes wereffar o
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.”

That relationship which was broken by sin has neerbit has now been
made possible that we can be reconciled to thesFatgin.

Justification speaks of God pardoning the sinner, removing ganld
condemnation and declaring in righteous, for giva@ared, in right stand-
ing before Him.

Sanctificationspeaks of holiness of life which is made possdiiy by
faith in Christ and the appropriation of his reggtion power allowing him
to clean us up and helping us to live changed litiedy lives, sanctified,
set apart from him.

The word atonement, the doctrine of the Atonemecitudes all these as-
pects of Christ's work and more. | like to thinktbe Atonement as the
sum total of Christ's work on the cross, the Olgtament offerings and
sacrifices that foreshadowed it.

Well with our finite minds we cannot fully compreteeall that is that in-
volved in the Atonement but we must by faith fublglieve that and accept
it and personally appropriate its provision in artiebe saved.
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The necessity for the Atonement is seen as onegpsitide great contrast
between the holiness of God on one hand and tif@rs#ss of the man on
the other. Job recognised this need in his lanfetthere was no daysman
to span the gap and to lay his hand on them bt Job and upon God,
no mediator to plead his causeb 9:33.

There are many scriptures that speak of God's ésdinl’ll refer to just a
few,

Isaiah 57:15For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhethiteter-
nity, whose name is Holy; | dwell in the high anayhplace,”

Psalm 99:9 Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the
LoRrD our God is holy.”

Habakkuk 1:13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, andtant
look on iniquity:”

There would be many other verses that speak dfdhiress of God and
we see from these that God is entirely apart, @gtseparated from all that
is evil, from all that defiles both Himself and iielation to His creation.
The Scriptures tell us that He is not even abletk upon that which is
unholy.

There is absolutely nothing unholy about God. By leliness of God is
meant the consummate holiness, perfection, punitiyabsolute sanctity of
his nature.

The Apostle John declares” God is light and in Hemo darkness at
all,” 1 John 1:15no defilement, no sin.

But the scriptures are just as plain in reveallmg ginfulness of man and
the consequences of sin.

Isaiah 64:6 “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all noghteous-
nesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade laafaand our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away.”

Romans 3:23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glor§odl.”

Since the fall of our first parents every one ofhas inherited the sinful
nature and our natural bent, our natural inclimaigaway from God and
so man left to himself is doomeg&omans 6:23“For the wages of sin is
death.”

Ezekiel 18:20*For the soul that sinneth it shall die.”

Too many today take a light and erroneous viegiro Even among pro-
fessed Christians sin is too often regarded adfanae against man or a
weakness of human nature rather than the rebehdnransgression and
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enmity against God that sin is, sin is an affronGbd and many by taking
a light view of sin are deceived

And so on one hand we see the holiness of Gocdeilmadliness in the ab-
solute, one so righteous that Habakkuk says Heatdyehold evil or look
on iniquity and on the other hand a sinful racpeaple whose wickedness
is an abomination unto the Lord.

And so the question naturally arises: How could Guoanifests His
mercy without compromising His holiness? How cangfant pardon and
forgiveness and justification and still be just doady?

The only answer of course is by means of the At@rgnSome means of
propitiation needed to be provided and God in Biland mercy did that.

God in His foreknowledge knew that man would digold¢e knew the
predicament that man would bring upon himself btehing to the sugges-
tions of Satan, the evil one, falling into sin, ahé ray of hope that God
gave to Adam and Eve in His pronouncing judgementhe serpent in
Genesis 3:15hows that He had a plan, He had a provision.riiéans of
Atonement was decreed by God to be shed blood.

Leviticus 17:11"For the life of the flesh is in the blood: anddve given
it to you upon the altar to make an atonement @urysouls: for it is the
blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”

Hebrews 9:22"...and without shedding of blood is no remission.”

God decreed that blood, shed blood was means osmtomement and
so we have the scarlet thread running all througiiptire beginning with
the first blood shed by the hand of God in ordemtake suitable clothes
for our first parents who had sinnéten.3:21to the blood of Abel’'s sac-
rifice more excellent than Cain’'s to God becauseas a blood sacrifice
offered in faith(Heb.11:4) to the blood of the Passover lamb sprinkled on
the doorposts and the lintels of the house is ippEwhere God's people
dwelt, that blood which made the difference betwifenand death inside
the door,(Exod.12:7)to the blood taken into the most holy place by th
high priest once a year only on the Day of Atonethe®e know he could
not enter without the blood which he sprinkled dre tmercy seat.
(Lev.23:27-28)

Second Chronicle seven tells us that on one oatadame at the dedica-
tion of the temple King Solomon offered to sacgfiaff 142,000 animals,
22,000 oxen, hundred and 120,000 sheep, riversoofitand so it contin-
ued year after year (2 Chron.7:5)Blood, rivers of blood. God planned,
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God instituted, God clearly outlined the detaileatrfficial system by
which the Old Testament believer could have his sovered, could get
right with God and could experience peace.

Well the provision of the atonement does not stofha Old Testament
Day of Atonement. In the New Testament we see dlaif this Old Tes-
tament provision foreshadowed and pointed forwardamething far bet-
ter. The Old Testament sacrifices served their @&behded place; they
helped man to recognise his sinfulness, the guilt penalty associated
with sin and to see the need of the blood sacrifideey pointed man to
something far better to come but they were onlyaftime, they were only
effectual because they were done in faith and eedi as they awaited
God'’s better provision.

We often refer to the book of Hebrews as the bddbetter things; it re-
veals God’s better provision in contrast to the Oé$tament law and sac-
rifices.

Hebrews 10:1"For the law having a shadow of good things tmepand
not the very image of the things,” (referring t@ tBld Testament sacrifi-
cial laws) andHebrews 10:1-4“For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sins.”

The sacrifice on the Day of Atonement needed toepeated over and
over. As Hebrews tells us He offered himself or€krist's offering was
once for all. His sacrifice is completeebrews 9:25 and 28:

“"Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as thigh priest entereth
into the holy place every year with blood of others. 28So Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many; and untonth®at look for him
shall he appear the second time without sin udt@san."

What has the blood of Christ done for us?

Well first of all it has paid the ransom price 8n.

Ephesians 1:7In whom we have redemption through his bloo@, fibr-
giveness of sins.”

Again the blood of animals could not do that. Albse rivers of blood
from the altar never washed away their sin, it hiyecevered the sin point-
ing forward to Christ's ultimate sacrifice.

Jesus shed blood makes reconciliation. He has céedrus to God. Our
relationship with God once broken is now restored.

Paul in2 Corinthians 5:1%ays: “That God was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself.”
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The effect of the atonement is that it saves ushfvarath. It brings for-
giveness; we are justified by His blood.

Hebrews 10:31 “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands tfe living
God.” but the blood of Christ saves us from thetlwta come.

1 John 2:2andl John 4:10 sathat Jesus is the propitiation for our sins:

Romans 3:2%ells us He is a propitiation through faith in bisod.

The wordpropitiation is the same word translatetercy seatn the Old
Testament. The Old Testament mercy seat becan@abe of propitiation
as blood was sprinkled with there and Christ ispropitiation, we can ap-
proach the mercy seat through His shed blood, Hisigus blood which
we can apply by faith.

The effect of the atonement is that it clears thiescience. We can have
peace with God. Romans 5:1.

Hebrews 9:14speaks of purging our conscience clearing itlaars the
conscience, it removes guilt and condemnation.

The atonement also breaks the power of sin. Sandgbt yes, but it is
also a terminal disease, it binds, it shacklesiafidally destroys and the
atoning blood breaks sins hold on us it sets us f&orious freedom pre-
cious blood.

They blood of atonement also sanctifies it setspast to new life.

Hebrews 13:12"Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctifypibeple
with his own blood, suffered without the gate.”

1 Peter 1:18ells us that we are redeemed from the vain caafien of
our fathers.

The dead formalism, the self-righteousness, thegioal of works as illus-
trated by the Pharisees of Jesus’ time but weeateemed from all that.

Redeemed by the precious blood which sets us,agaarttifies us, sets
us apart from the world and to God.

Those of us who have experienced this cleansingrkhe peace and the
joy that comes from having a renewed relationshiin i6od and having
guilt and the burden of sin rolled away.

O30
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