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This evening we are looking at the Building Strétmme Relationships.

Each of us live in a home there may be a few tlmahat interact with
anyone specifically in their home because they lwyethemselves yet
when we look at building strong home relationshijgsdo influence others
outside of our immediate home setting and we datedb them.

How many of you like to or attending weddings? Wioyyou enjoy at-
tending weddings? It is because you anticipatékieding, love, the flow-
ing together of two individuals as God intendedhth® and because you
can by faith believe that a good home relationshigesponsible for these
folks. When one of our daughters married, one ofraaighbors was sur-
prised at our joyfulness and they thought that waild be terrifically
afraid and scared of the future. And why wouldh&y be because they
know that there is about a 50% likelihood that aaw home will not work

and so they face the possibility of marriage anchroitment with appre-
hension.

We live we built strong home relationships thenstnooming out of their
homes will have a good foundation to build stroogike relationships and
the blessing of the Lord can continue.

It has been good for me to study this subject bexzavhen we look at
something of this nature we become aware of oengths and our weak-
nesses and somehow our weaknesses shine a litflgdorand stronger it
seems then our strengths, | guess it is bettemtbdtad major on them and
look at them closer than at our strengths.

Well our aim tonight is to identify what good homedationships are and
then to improve them, to stretch us a bit, to skatay to bolster good home
relationships.

When we think of home we think of togethernessthiek of cooperation,
we think of love, we think of where we are cared fwe think of blending,



there is just a number of things that we think abelien we think about
homes. If you were to give yourself a test and would need to rate your-
self as good, fair or poor in each of these caiegavhat would you say?

Is your home one of tranquility and peace? Would gay good, fair,
poor?

What about the degree of the blending togethere lyaw learnt to coop-
erate and have a common interest and goal.

What about the communication level? Building strtwogne relationships
certainly communication is at the heart of that.

What about in achieving the goals that we set owtccomplish or what
about sacrificial love? That was spoken of sevenaés this evening al-
ready.

What we build at home is the most basic of buildahacks in one's soci-
ety and when we think about building good hometimtahips a variety of
situations come to our mind. There may be just méor two that only
consists of two people but | see that most of yoames consist of more
than that and those that start out with just twd ep no doubt with just
two most often. And so we are going to look at sqmeciples that help
couples to build a strong relationship and we amgto look at some
principles that relate to us as couples that haidren.

Building Strong Home Relationships. We are emplagithe building
aspect this evening.

In a building there is a process taking place, udding effort, it takes
time, it takes effort, there is a plan, there wak, there is an object to
achieve and so we are looking at the emphasig¥eising of building.

I would like to look for just a few moments at whata strong home.
What is a strong home?

To start with let's raise this question: Can a hdmestrong that de-
emphasizes relationships, can it? Keep that questidhe back of your
mind, can a home be strong that de-emphasizesredatps?



Well what is a strong home, what makes a strongejonhat are we
looking at when we think about strength? Well wiakhabout a home that
is a pillar in a decadent society, like a lightr®ysu would say. A strong
home relationship would have to add to that raddarfdight that goes out
from that home, one that feels God's intended med stability, love and
support. A strong home is one that completes thwinual because God
said of Adam that it was not good for him to benaldut that He would
make a helpmeet for him or suitable for completainthe individual.
(Gen.2:18)

A strong home is where there is a caring discipliaémosphere. Disci-
plined so that children can be raised in carefdraxl rightness. A strong
home is where there is a haven of support for gbhtriving even in the
midst of a hostile environment. The songwriter sayss world is not a
friend to grace. And it isn't, but there is a fdeto grace in the shelter of
our home because we think alike and we are pulbggther.

A strong home is where each member enjoys thee together. Where
would you rather be at the end of a weary someastiehard day then at
home? Hopefully that would be every one of us lsedesire to be at home.

A strong home is one that reproduces the faith. i&/lbere is a co-
operation in reproducing the faith. A strong horm@mne that prepares for
Christian commitment and service, a willingnesgyivee for the good of
others, where love and goodwill prevail, where ¢otions are developed
that will guide for the remainder of one's life.

Now back to our first question: Can a home be gfithiat de-emphasizes
relationships?

Well | think maybe it could have some strong poinis if it does not em-
phasize relationships there is going to be a natileeweakness. Home is
intended to be a place of love and care, encourageand support, we
looked at that list already. But we are lookindpailding strong home rela-
tionships.

We would like to look at this idea of relationshjpst a bit.



The term relation or relating together is dealinghwhe attitude which
persons assume towards each other, they relatthérgéeey interact, and
so relationship is the state of affairs existingwsen those relating to-
gether. In other words how are things working isntooth or bumpy, is
there an agreement or conflict, it is their cooperaor a pulling apart, is
their interaction, is it healthy, is there blendengd is there support?

A young couple was asked how home life was goingaw married life
is going shortly after their wedding day and a bgser said: It is too early
to tell.

And that may be true to some degree and as thiryer said they
probably did not draw into any real hard bumps yet.

But how can you end right if you don't start rigl88me time along the
way you have to get on the right course if youguiag to end right and so
God bless each home that starts right and stageurse so that it can end
right. And it is certainly true that strong homdat®nships must be built
they don't just happen. Anything worthwhile reqsigome discipline to
achieve doesn't it? Certainly, life is full of dislines.

Sometimes we ask young applicants when we interth@m in prepara-
tion for baptism what is their relationship like ldme with their parents,
why do we ask a question like that? Well it is alyaclear index as to
whether they are actually applying Christian pihes to the everyday liv-
ing. Now we don't ask the child how their parergk&tionship is but do
you think there is any connection between the ganatationship together
and the child's relationship in that home? Wasagdst there is. And so if
mother and father have a poor relationship howwarexpect this young
Christian to have a healthy good relationship eftce of that?

When we say to have a good relationship at homarehinking about
have they learnt to submit, have they learnt tpeestheir parents, can
they serve willingly, is the rate cooperation witte family plans in the
family unit, is there a pulling together. You kn@@ many times when
folks think about the teenage years and adolestkeysthink of restless-
ness and a parting of ways and less and less imoonmnstead of more
and more in common. And it is true that adolescdrazsome challenges



but tonight we are looking at building strong hore&ationships that will
carry us through the tide of those years as well.
Relationships are ever so important.

My father used to remind us children when it cama fob and holding a
job that your best job security is to make yourselfuseful that your em-
ployer will hardly know how he can get along withgou. And | thought
that is good advice, but that is true in every haeting as well that we
ought to contribute so much and be such an asgbetbome unit that we
are a part of that we are treasured and not jlstated. | pity any home
unit where any member whether it's child, wife aslband that is only tol-
erated in that frame instead of treasured. So wherare building good
solid home relationships we are thinking about eaeking a contribution
where there would be a marked empty spot if anyewassing.

Now for a bit of background this evening | jotteowdh just a number of
references at random and | am going to read a skt and somehow it
tried to lift something out of it that would bean this subject this evening.
Now | didn't write these down in any particular erdut | hand them out
SO we won't need to turn to them.

We are thinking about building strong home relaglops and each one of
these verses would like you to think with me isr¢hany factor in these
verses that you would say contributes or detracis fstrong home rela-
tionships.

The first one is in first Samuel one where Samuatséher brought little
Samuel to Eli and she said: "For this child | pay€l Sam.1:275he re-
membered well that prayer session in Eli's preseimoe Eli had thought
at first she was drunken because she didn't sayiagyout loud only her
lips moved.(1Sam.1:12-14For this child | prayed. Do you think that con-
tributed to strong home relationships? Why | antately sure it did.

In Judges chapter 13 we have another couple andatsied the angel
that revealed that they were going to have a sisnaiirestion: "How shall
we order the child?'(Judges 13:1AVho were they taking direction from?
Did that contribute to strong home relationshipsfyWiertainly it did be-
cause their direction was coming from this souhe knew all things.



Now in first Samuel 25 we have another glimpse emother home but
this one is totally different-irst Samuel 25:25ays: "Nabals his name,
and follyis with him." What do you expect that home to be Tildist a lit-
tle glimpse and we know more about that home dweefz Folly contributed
to a breakdown.

Psalm 127 verse three a very familiar verse

Psalm 127:3

Lo, childrenare an heritage of the@rD: and the fruit of the wombs his
reward.

Does that concept contribute to building sound hoatetionships, strong
home relationships? Why | think it does. To welcarhédren and to view
them as an asset and a part of every home uhi iférd so blesses.

In Proverbs 31 it says about the virtuous womansstedl do him good
and not evil all the days of her lifé?rov.31:12)She is going to work for
the best of every member of that home unit, a daution? Definitely so.
Did that happen by following human nature? No pgened by crucifying
human nature and being selfless, being a servahit'arsays at the close
of that chapter that her husband sitteth in the (fatov.31:23)as a man
worthy of listening to and her children rise up acall her blessed.
(Prov.31:28)They had a relationship that blended and suppoeisch
other.

Proverbs 27 gives us a glimpse into another horttmgewhere verse 15
says a contentious woman and what's that like @rlda contentious
woman? It's says she is like a continual drippimgaovery rainy day.
(Prov.27:15) Now you children probably can't relate well tattlbecause
you live in homes where the roof doesn't leak byou live in that type of
houses they had in Palestine if it rained and chared rained all day they
were probably going to get a few drops drippingehand dripping there
and this wouldn't work too well would it, you woualt know where to put
things to keep them dry, but it says a contentwohan certainly wouldn't
contribute to good relationships would she, No.



In Genesis 24 it's says Isaac took Rebekah andesteme his wife and
he was comforted after his mother's death. ThereaMalending, that was
a support to each other that statement ment{&s1.24:67).

Genesis 2 tells us that therefore a man shall |&&éather and mother
and cleave unto his wiféGen.2:24)That term cleave indicates a bonding
doesn't it, a commitment to each other that itngudar that keeps other re-
lationships at bay.

Colossians 3:1%ays husbands love your wives and be not bittanat
them. Actually here we have the positive and thgatiee coupled to-
gether. Now what is the answer to bitterness? Wi genuine love and
selflessness, you cannot have genuine love aretrietds at the same time
can you? No it's says the antidote for bitterness genuine love for one's
companion.

Proverbs 29:1%says that a child left to himself bringeth his nestho
shame. That doesn't sound like the best of relstips does it? But disci-
pline changes that whole picture, a discipline baimng rest instead of
shame.

Proverbs 19:1&ays chasten thy son while there is hope, andhk ti
finishes like this: And let not thy soul spare fos crying. In other words
that discipline is going to be severe enough thgéts the job done so that
there can be a relationship built. What's it likehtive a relationship, what
kind of a relationship do you have with the rebEi® very close is it? If
you are going to have a good relationship therettdse submission and
workability and obedience and pliability.

In Ephesians 6:4t says and you fathers bring up your childrethi& nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord. Where is the fatimng to get his direc-
tion and steering? Why from the Book of books, frima One from whom
real wisdom comes from. The fear of the Lord islikginning of wisdom
(Prov.9:2).

And then in second Timothy chapter 1 we have Ralking about Timo-
thy's faith and he says: | am persuaded that wisatelin you, this un-
feigned faith, was in thy grandmother Lois, and thgther Eunice; and |



am persuaded that in thee alé®.Tim. 1:5). Now that home apparently
was a mixed home because Timothy's father was akGhes father isn't
mentioned, his character isn't spoken of, but m&gmother's and his
mother’s is and there was a oneness of faith andogeration together.
Don't you think as Timothy matured, don't you thihlat he came to the
conclusion that just about everything | am, | oweGod and my mother
and grandmother, probably so.

Exodus chapter 2 has a young lady out on the batikeariver probably
somewhat anxiously waiting and when Pharaoh's deugbok this little
ark of bulrushes and opened it and there was Mibses no doubt crying
what did Miriam say? Shall | go and find a nurse tlas child for you?
(Ex.2:5-7) It spoke of a oneness in the home didn't it,dbe@peration, do
everything you can.

Well we could keep on looking at references of ttature but we are go-
ing to look now at some principles that pertainctuples. Every home
starts out as a couple. Some principles that pettaicouples that built
strong home relationships and we would desire fitissvery home, not
only ours but those around us as well.

Relationships are built on commitment and firstaifa commitment to
truth and principle and then a commitment to eatieroand to all family
members. To emphasise relationships at the expeihnsemmitment to
principles usually ends in neither being realisdte principle was dropped
the relationships are destroyed. | believe thatmdment and relation-
ships rise and fall together and so are commitrtetruth is at the base of
any good relationship.

Some people are so afraid at not having a goodiae&hip that they
never initiate the steps that will make for a goeldtionship and that they
never initiate them because it requires discipdnd hard work and dili-
gence and they are a bit afraid of discipline beeasomehow they have
the concept that discipline destroys relationstips good discipline en-
hances a relationship. How can you have a goodiaeship with each
other, even as a couple, if you are undisciplinednaividuals and you
can't order your life after a certain preset pafer



To some a good relationship means no conflict. &ad is true for all of
us to some degree is it not? but there will be soomdlict won't there? But
the conflicts are worked through and they are xesbhnd they cease to be
a conflict and there is oneness and unity agaitonit think we were mar-
ried more than three weeks until someone in a legsiplace asked me
how it was going and his friend beside him elbowad sharply in the ribs
and said, called him a pretty low name, and saig don't expect him to
know yet do you?

Well | just told them that you know it is true thae didn't have any
bumps yet that we had to work through, knowing thathave a human na-
ture and we as a couple will run into some thirgsw | said notwith-
standing we are both Christians, we were both daisethe Mennonite
church and we both believe that marriage is permtaitds not a hit or
miss thing and we know that some challenges witheaup but we are
committed to working them through because thisisam experiment. And
then the first one of these two sets of the otlmar know | believe they
have more going for them then we did, their backgdy the oneness.

Of course there is going to be some potential adeflof course there’s
going to be some disagreement but don't throw up fands in despair,
work through them and learn from the principlesGafd's word and learn
to blend and you can have good home relationsi8pse feel that the
only way to have good relationships is to catethi other as a means to
avoid addressing any differences. Or they thinkadgrelationship is a su-
per evening without any family responsibilities. Nbere is better rela-
tionships than that isn't there? That is built omething rather shallow.

Or avoiding the discipline of reining in the flesh of course setting or
requiring obedience in children, it is too conflariented they say, that if
we applied biblical principles to those potentiahfticts we can absolve
them and go on. In reality any relationship thabuslt by avoiding hard
choices any of those relationships become reallytgim the end.

Now we are looking at some challenges to coupldedm to blend, to
pull together, to make things work to realise tlestdn marriage experi-
ence.

What does it take to have a good relationship?



Number one it takes agreements in faith and irslipeirpose to serve the
Lord. A oneness of goaPhilippians 1:21it is not speaking specifically of
marriage but it is a principle that holds true €@ristian experience and
here it says: For me to live Christ, and to dies gain.

When each has that as their life goal they are premise to work and to
agree together. If you go on to verse 27 it saydy @t your conversation
be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whidtheme and see you, or
else be absent, | may hear of your affairs, thastgad fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith oetospel(Philip. 1:27).

Now that is just as important in a couples expeeeim home life as it is
in church life, striving together for the faith thie gospel. That you be like-
minded one toward each other being of one accomd @me mind
(Philip.2:2).

Someone asked recently what the basic differentetiween your faith
and faith in general, what would you say? Christendh general and your
faith. Well | think the basic difference is betwettieory and practice, you
know we can theorize about something or we carit jmtb practice.

A bulldozer operator, as | was fuelling his machyears ago, asked: Just

how Conservative are you?
| said: Well we endeavour to take the New Testdmemface value and
apply it to our life in everyday our affairs.

He paused a little and said: Then you are rathes@uwative, rather Con-
servative.

A commitment to truth means to do God's will andsasn as any Chris-
tian, we don't always know what God's will is, stimes there is a period
of uncertainty in that discovery process but thesinmmportant issue is set-
tled in our life, to do God's will is the frame wiich we operate.

The second principle | would like to point out isitmal respect for each
other and their backgrounds. You know if humilisydultivated than re-
spect for one's relatives should not be so difficlle can always learn
something from another even if we see some negathv came out of
their home or walk, we can learn something fromtlago Grandpa often
said it is a poor soul who can't learn somethimgnfianother person, even
something to avoid.



Have you ever witnessed a home or someone withgnimtensity to re-
alise that you are going to redouble your effortttsat you don't become
like that individual, you learn something from th@wen though it wasn't
positive and you applied it to your own experience.

In the third place a third principle is that of jeace and tolerance for
each other in times of weakness in particular, Weatearn how to support.
You know at a weak moment sometimes we say sontgethiirdo some-
thing that we are sorry for, do we major on the kmess? | had to think
about Elkanah, his wife Hannah was barren and & avaeproach and he
said how can it be, | am doing my best for you.W#ated to make life as
easy as he could in the struggle of her mothergrthiat desired a child.
No he didn't fully understand he said: Am | nottéeto thee than ten
sons? Well he couldn't fully make up for that yéagncould he, he could
do his best but he couldn't fully understand pdgdifat sister's heart but
he was trying to be everything that he could to enfe as pleasant as
possible(1 Samuel 1:1-8).

The Bible says that husbands are to dwell withrtivéves according to
knowledge(1Peter 3:7jaccording to the understanding of their weakness
and each of us have weaknesses. In the frustrafitime barrenness what
did Rachel say to Jacob? She said give me childrdndie. And it says
Jacob was angry with her and he said: "Am | Gad&2n.30:1-2)Who do
you think I am? Well wouldn'’t it have been better their relationship if
he had stopped and paused a moment and tryingderstand the yearning
of her motherly heart, wouldn't it? And it wouldvesavoided the clash and
made it glad instead. The Bible says that we atet® compassion one of
another be pitiful and courteouys. Peter 3:8).

The fourth principle | would like to point out faouples is to refuse to
hold ourselves up to others that would say wevane but there is a streak
of pride that needs to be crucified no doubt inheat us and when that
pride is injured it is hurt. And those little thimgan be nursed and those
small things can be turned into mountains, theylmanBut as we will re-
late to them as they are small and work througmttieen we can benefit.
How many wrecked homes, when you ask about howath&arted, have
trouble pointing you to that thing and often thay $hat it started with this
or that small thing unresolved, a small thing uahesd and had multiplied



and it fed on each other until after a bit it wagger than what you could
contain.

| know one thing | had to swallow as a young fathed dad was that
when | was really tired I'd like to sit on a chaind prop up my feet and
just simply relax and do nothing for a while. Nothetman likes to be
thought of as strong and masculine and tough, ithiaind of our image
isn’t it? But here my young wife would just go ommking with her hands
she always was doing something and in my frusimatisaid: Don't you
ever, ever sit down and do just nothing just n@fin

It was a little seeing that it made me feel smaliee need to work
through those things instead of allowing them todoup into to a place of
frustration where we start majoring on the negatif/the other party, actu-
ally it was a positive instead of a negative when Jooked at it right, to
be active and apply yourself to something prodectis the day goes by.

Another principle that helps to build strong resaghips is contentment.
Contentment with the everyday things of life. Yawl the person that is
looking for the thrill to add satisfaction is odifelong search and they ba-
sically come up empty again and again. But whenlgatn to be satisfied
with the everyday good and the commitment to eahlbranoney doesn't
matter as much, you know the love of money andresuhas destroyed
many a home. | think it was brother Merle Ruth wa#aad that when you
study homes of the world that three things thatcked most homes are:
poor cooking, sloppy housekeeping and overdrawrowads, and that's
where it starts the frustration over money and eament. You know if
we would learn contentment and the value of than tit would help im-
mensely. Money can buy a lot of things but it carimgy a solid good rela-
tionship it can't. Let's go on.

In the sixth place one of those principles for geotid strong relation-
ships is absolute honesty with each other, themeothing hidden. That
doesn't mean you actively sought out everything yba did that was dis-
respectful in your lifetime and spilled it all obtit you don't knowingly
hide anything from your companion what the othexdseknowing in order
to work through to go on together. We need goodarglfrank, gentle
communication, it is so vital for good relationshipiow many tense mo-
ments could have been avoided if we had clearlynconicated last week



or last month or last year but lack of communicatiilds uncertainty and
we are not quite sure where the other is.

Number seven is loyalty. There are things in hoiweslthat are private
and we do not expose each other. Right now we amarising the love
chapter(1 Cor.13)probably you are too at church and it says it daege-
joice in iniquity, it does not major on weaknessedpesn't flaunt peoples
past problems before them but it rejoices in thhtr There is a certain
loyalty to each other that is very necessary itmsdhat we are together in
this we don't exploit each other.

One father began telling a story that very much amalssed his wife and
she muttered something a time or two and finally litile daughter said:
"Don't please, don't daddy, mother doesn't like tyotell that." But he kept
right on any how and his wife's face turned cheed. Just a little glimpse
into how they got along, do you think it enhanceldtionships? Certainly
not. There was a breach of loyalty as a couple ltlaat sure did damage
very much.

In the eighth place pray about everything. We noerd the scriptures
that said for this child | prayed, but we also auighbe able to say for my
wife | prayed, (the husband) and the wife for mglhand | prayed, or for
my child or business. And not only do we pray far companion that it
would help them be their best but we ask for gthaéwe know how to re-
late to weaknesses and things that aren't quitd atel if we apply enough
attention to ourselves and ask the Lord for grame to relate to the chal-
lenges we will discover an immense aid by the stpype get from our
heavenly Father, it is helping us to make an awerstyation better or
maybe a poor situation more tolerable.

While we are looking at building strong home ralaships on the part of
couples but most couples have children. How catuve strong relation-
ships with our children? That seems to me more laick in our society
then even as couples. We are going to look at gmimeiples now that in-
volve other family members.

First of all a good relationship with our childrdregins with feeling
wanted and needed. Every child deserves to be demdkbwanted in their
homes. And they feel wanted and needed as gratisugbgressed for their



contributions something like: | enjoy the eveningdther with you chil-
dren, that is a treasured little note when commgifour parents. Children
very early sense that they belong in this homethatithey are cared for
and here is where they are loved, they belong greywanted. My heart
sinks sometimes when | hear parents of adoptedrehiltalking about the
great difference between biological and adoptettidn. There are some
challenges we know that, some particular challenigaisthat child likes to
feel as accepted wherever they are, adopted orownibiologically, there
may be some real challenges. One father told metba child was very
self-conscious about their difference of appearaawcg that was eased
eventually by other parents letting them know thaty cared for them and
it didn't matter one bit to them, not a bit.

The second place we need to have a clear agenlkda dop raising chil-
dren. Children do not thrive on surprises, too msumprises yield anxiety
and a good relationship grows out of security imdteéAnd when | say sur-
prises | am not saying we are talking about a pleasurprise you plan for
them, | am talking about the fact that they gehwage of say 10 years old
and suddenly they discover here is a new rule itharetty major and |
never heard any inklings of it at all before, oeytlreach 18 and they ex-
pected this or that because that is how we traaedlder brother and sis-
ter and suddenly it is changed in mid stream, nmiug. Children do not
like those kind of surprises.

Communication. When should a young man developstasdards for
courtship, just six weeks before he starts dati@f2ourse not. That is a
matter of conversation and training and interachetween them and their
parents some time before that. So have a cleadagbave a set of guide-
lines that your home is operated upon and thek &iithose.

The third principle | would like to point out isdhwe need to know
where our children are. Now by that | am not sayhgsical location but
I'm saying that we need to know how they think amdt their attitude to-
ward authority and work and different home things &Vhat are they like,
are they trouble, are they boastful, are they feghd, do they tend to-
wards selfishness or are they timid or bold? Wenotahave a good rela-
tionship and communicate well unless we discernreviigey are and then
we relate to them on the level where they are. Thiatportant.



You know we need to listen to our children, haweetifor them. Some 6
to 8-year-olds were writing little stories abouaigdma and the mostly re-
curring themes that came out of these youngstergestwas that in es-
sence was that grandma had time for us, she towk &nd these children
stated things that impressed them about grandicem tell the same story
to grandma and she never says I've heard that efuebor she says:
Thank you, even for my bouquet of dandelions astigunumber of things.
Time spent, they were impressed with grandma becagtadma had time.
Well if we are going to have a good relationshiphwour children we are
going to have to have the grandma spirit beforeameegrandmas don't we
and take time for them so that they do not feelwaex and kind of pushed
out.

| think it was John R Martin that said one dauglt@me while he was
reading in the easy chair and started telling hicmesthing and she said:
"Are you listening?" "Yes, go ahead." And she st@idnd then she stopped
and she said: "Poppa are you listening?" He s3ds'go ahead." But he
didn't look up from what he was reading and shesd a third time and
said: "l want you to listen with your eyes." Shelrdi have the assurance
that he was really paying attention to her yet yee.

And if we are going to have a good solid relatiopshith our children
we need to pay enough attention to them so thgtkhew that they have
our attention and that we are not listening witst ju little bit of one ear but
we are ready to enter into their experience widnthTake time with them,
enter into their experience. Don't ask them th@mion on something
unless you plan to take time to listen to it andeast in some small way
factor it into your decision-making process.

In the fourth place teaching them respect. Respedtrelationships rise
and fall together, they always do, but so do resped discipline. An un-
disciplined child ends up having a poor relatiopshithe home with their
parents. Where did the child Samuel learn to reédpk2 When he thought
he heard Eli calling in the night and he went tisEide where did he learn
that respect and promptnegd?Sam.3:5-8Vhy he learned it at home, he
was used to obeying promptly to the commands thetewgiven, he
thought he heard a command from Eli and he wag tiherwas responsive,



he was taught obedience. And that obedience, tbeiptine taught not just
respect for his parents but for the authority inegal and he was then pre-
pared to respect Eli.

When our children learn to respect us it is muchiezato respect the
schoolteacher, the principal or the pastor or tdwall government law en-
forcement officer.

Too often parents think firmness spoils relatiopshout really the oppo-
site is true, if there is not firm discipline, firkaving discipline, good rela-
tionship is practically impossible.

Some time ago | saw a little study in Christian Hearhiving, you may
have read this, this study was made by severagmlstudents that study
the effectiveness of parental training in a numifehomes and then they
followed through those children right on througkititeenage years early
20s and they rated each of these homes as to hthadpested these chil-
dren were socially, what kind of relationship dmy have with their par-
ents and with society in general and in the seqgdace how good did they
imbibe the principles or the goals of their par@nté¢ere they adjusted so-
cially, did they have good relationships and didytliollowed in the con-
victions of their parents? That is what they wexteng them for.

They divided all these homes into four categoraghoritative, authori-
tarian, neglectful and permissive.

Now the neglectful and permissive would definitbigve a minus after
them but what about the authoritative and the aittr@n?

By authoritative we mean someone who proceeds thenunderstanding
that he has authority and he exercises that atyhaut he does not abuse
that authority.

The authoritarian is one who majors on the authaitd his role is up-
held and demonstrated and you get the idea thabbtiee basic reasons
that | discipline is to maintain myself as bosdeas of for the good of the
individual. Both the authoritative and be authar#as spank their chil-
dren, they did discipline.

The authoritative was careful to teach well anddiscipline with that
child’s good and from a framework of love we resthe authoritarian dis-



cipline and rather hastily and forcefully and adnit the rough side on oc-
casion.

Just some time ago | saw a parent whose child waguite doing what
they thought it should after church and this daabged this child by the
shoulder of the shirt and marched it around thek lwdahe church faster
than what that child could actually keep up soaswkind of bit my cheek
a little and | wondered, authoritative or autharéga? Which is it going to
be?

There when this study was all over which groupddte best in achiev-
ing these two goals? Why it was the authoritatime.dNhich group rated
the worst? It was the authoritarian one.

You may be would have thought it would be the netflié or the permis-
sive but somehow the relationship was spoilt throaglfishness through
that hard driving uncaring black of keeping disicipl and love for the
child's future all blended together.

And so if we want to build solid relationships withir children then let's
discipline carefully, let's teach thoroughly, letiake sure that the object of
our discipline is to train for the Lord and notjtst simply come out on
top. You know one of the real challenges for yopagents is how they re-
late to their children may be a bit differently whathers are watching then
when they do when they are by themselves andgodsl for us to think
that thing through because if we are more strigiuhlic we are preserving
self image that's all and our children are quickpittk up on that and so
let's be just as strict in private as we are inlipudnd sometimes there are
some things you may let go one time and address ptivate later, that
may even be the case, but let's be careful howisagptine but remember
that discipline and relationships rise and falletbgpr.

You cannot have a relationship may | repeat, witbkeel, there is always
a minus after that, there has to be compliancegaodwill and a willing-
ness to be taught.

In the fifth place parents need to guide to th@mbks based upon firm
convictions, upon their own firm convictions. Nolat does not mean that
our convictions are not modified and tempered leyvbice of the body by



instruction and teaching in God's house, they ardified by that. But you
cannot build strong home relationships on somelgdgl/s convictions and
directions.

| discovered to my dismay some years ago that tainefather was call-
ing repeatedly and asking for advice as to howetate to his children.
Only to my dismay | discovered that this father vgaying, Brother so-
and-so said it must be this way. What kind of atrehship do you think
that father had with his son or daughter? It waslispt was poor very
poor.

You must discipline and ordered your home becaosebglieve you are
on the right track and you have a firm foundationwhat you are doing
and you do it in your own right as a parent.

Ye fathers and bring them up in the nurture andadtion of the Lord.
(Eph.5:4)You have the right and the responsibility to gitattdirection
because it is right to give and to discipline beseathere is something that
needs correcting.

Well | see our time is up. We need to do thingsetbgr and include our
children in the family program, make them feel ltkey are an asset to the
group and you do not have to lavish a lot of thiogghem to do it, it is the
every day, at the every day things and the inciugiothem that helps to
build that relationship.

Well may the Lord bless us as we endeavour to goidehomes and to
grow in our relationships and to have that kindasvle and goodwill and
cooperation in our homes that the Lord intends.

Shall we kneel for prayer.



