Noah Rudolph. Excerpt from Biblical View of Church Regulation.

We are talking about our view of the Church. Yaww if we could view the Church properly you
know what our attitude would be to regulations?

You would be saying to your Church leaders: dkd want whatever it takes to stay in line thesklag
of the Lord and in line with his people, whateverekd, help me with that.”

That would be our attitude towards regulatiowé would understand the values that are therebinat
long to the people of God.

H. Lynn Martin. Biblical Basis for Church Standards

Our subject this morning focuses on Church stedsibut it will need to touch some subjects abit
yond that. What one believes about Church standsags something about what you believe about the
Church, it also says what you believe about thas@tans walk and it also says something about what
you believe about the Lord Himself.

We live among a generation which is in somewdia rebellion against Church standards, oftes it i
pretended that it is a more spiritual position ¢t Imave Church standards and that somehow if yga ha
Church standards you are stifling spiritual lifelaomehow you are adding to the Bible.

Then of course some of their reasoning holds sdtrecton.
For example:

Who isn't drawn to the idea that we should hemeplete confidence in the Word of God, who isn't
drawn to that idea?

Or that we should have the power and the libefrthe spirit?

And who isn't repulsed by the idea of adding sttnimg to the Bible?

Or to follow dead formalism?

And so forth, and so there is a certain amotiappeal that comes with some of those ideas lsua$h
sumption that those who have written standardsaddrost the Word of God or that they do not experi
ence the liberty of the Spirit, or worse, that tlaeld to the Bible and that standards stifle syititife,
those assumptions are unbiblical, they just ddhawt grounds in the Scripture.

The position that congregational life needs mitten regulations and that we should rely whollytbe
Bible and on the Spirit simply grows out of truttat has been mishandled and is not reckoning Wlith a
that the scriptures say.

The questions come down to this:

Is it legitimate for a Christian congregatiorhi@ve entrance requirements?

And what are the grounds for Church standards?

And can a body of believers make binding deossitor its constituency?

Those are the questions we would like to look at

The title says the Biblical basis and so thaamsewe should come right to the Scriptures andvbed
the Scripture says and look at some of the Bibtieathing.(on Church authority)

In Acts 16:5 it says, and it doesn't have thedvBhurch standards in it at all but it is the tesd
Church standards where it says:
"And so were the Churches established in the faitld,increased in number daily."

That sounds like something opposite to havirenbsifled and put in a box or hindered, it actualbas
a result of Church standards being a release stt@opportunity to go on with the Lord.

Now one of the first concepts that is basichioking through this issue is found in first Cohirgns 12
where it says: “That now are they many memberdyebne body.”
The Bible teaches that the Church collectivelhestbody of Christ.

| believe that is a foundational concept whiecomes to understanding Church standards, wenare i
Christ together, not alone, we are together ahiapt

The gifts of the Spirit are given to the bodyitmtotality and not to any one given individutidere is
something accomplished through the collective bibdy cannot be realised through the individual @elon
That is a concept one could enlarge on in firstiftbians 12 but it is basic, it is foundational ttee



thought of Church standards, the Spirit in many sM@yiches (us) through the spiritual discernmera of
spiritual body and to attempt the congregatiorialwithout this kind of understanding is to simplgt be
following the scriptural pattern and not allowiray the work of the Spirit through the collectivedyo
Now in Acts 15 we have a demonstration of this emtas it works or relates to the establishing of
Church standards.

| believe this is a fundamental difference betwéhe no standard people and those who believé¢hia
Bible teaches standards, it is what you think alble@tChurch and how God touches and moves the indi-
vidual and whether the individual in his own rightble to discern all the will of God or not.

Another concept is that the Bible teaches thaCiherch is responsible to direct her members.
Turn to Matthew 16, some of these are very famgcriptures, but | would just like to focus drein.
In Matthew 16 verse 18 and 19, Jesus here addgetb@rdisciples,
Matthew 16:18-19:
"And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, gah this rock | will build my Church; and the gatof
hell shall not prevail against #2And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdorfhh@aven: and what-
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bounceavén: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth sha
be loosed in heaven."
This is a Scripture that refers to the authasitthe Church in this regard.

Now in Matthew 18: 17 it says that if an indival neglects to hear the Church then he is to becam
heathen man and a publican, and that would telthrakin the reverse that the Church is responsdsle
giving a voice, and if something is going to berdaaere is going to have to be a voice.

In Hebrews 13:17 we have the thought of admisists it says that we are to submit to those dhat
over you in the Lord.

Again implying that there will be some directigiven to the membership, to the body, that theytar
give attention to that.

In first Corinthians 5 it says that the Chursha apply spiritual pressure and if someone wvuitlfiollow
the spiritual life then they are to put him outtldse whole group becomes leavened and | belieige th
brings into focus the New Testament concept obitleevers walk, the Church member, a given believer
is not able to find his way alone apart from dii@etfrom a collective body, | think that is whaete
scriptures are bringing into focus, and the Newtdmegnt represents the believer as being in a efate
development, he is in a state of maturing, thedffa believer is a lifetime of growing up, it idifetime
of pressing toward the mark as the apostle Pad] aad we each have something within us even afer
are a believer that favours the enemy, and we sanething within us that will still mislead us aplthd
us and deceive us.

Turn to Ephesians 4 for an additional thought as tbgard.
Ephesians 4:11-16, again the Church is in focusgidirection and notice how it says this:

"And he gave some, apostles; and some, proplietssome, evangelists; and some, pastors and teach-
ers;12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work leé ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ
13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and thfe knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect,man
unto the measure of the stature of the fulnesshois€14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind otwime, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafig)e
whereby they lie in wait to deceiv®But speaking the truth in love, may grow up intmhn all things,
which is the head, even Christ:"

The Church is responsible to be directing theettgpment and the maturing and the growth procéss o
her members. And it is interesting you might say/ell there are no standards referred to there!”

But you move into the latter part of chaptemd aery quickly Paul is talking about some verycdfie
applications and Bible principles, so he understthad part of the Church's role in directing thevale
opment process did involve giving some clear diogcin this regard.



In the third place the Bible teaches that the Cinisaesponsible to give body to the principlesSofip-
ture.

Now let's go back to Matthew 16:19, | would likeenlarge on this verse in Matthew 16, "....amdll
give unto thee keys of the kingdom of heaven, ahdtsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be boand i
heaven and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earhbghlaosed in heaven."

And what was in focus? Well | understand, and atiogrto those who understand Jewish practice, that
after someone passed through their Jewish schadi®@came a leader in Israel then at somewhat of a
graduation ceremony he was given a key and it wasithorise him, to indicate he is now authorised t
be a teacher of the Scriptures and of the Law arftelp people understand it and to help them tavwkno
how to live it.

And so when Jesus says to Peter: | will give fraikeys of the kingdom, he was saying that to the
Church collectively of course, they understood whaimeant, that they were to take the truths ofpScr
ture, they were to teach it and preach it and rimy &aire responsible to help the people understawddn
live it and they do that in a collective way.

And so here is where standards come into fabey, were to raise up an ethical standard, the wer
say how people were to live it out in their timedan their day.

Romans 12:2 another Scripture that | would brirtg iocus to show that the Church is responsible to
help to apply the Bible principles.

Did you ever think about it: If God would havachto address in the Bible every detail that thar€in
would have ever faced in any given time that thelé8ivould have become an impractical book you just
wouldn't be able to carry it around

But He doesn't do that, He gave some specifptiGions, but He gives much of it in principlerrio
and the Church then is responsible to take theciptes and to apply that, to give it applicatiomgive it
to the body and to help to have it lived out.

Romans 12:2 again. It speaks of nonconformity mutoming to this passage this morning we want to
show that it is actually teaching standards here.

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye stmmmed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and gevtdtof God."

Now I'm going to put in my own words; Stop patiag yourselves after the world's pattern whick ha
its origin in the wicked heart, and start, and la@sformed, stop doing like the world and starnddike
people do that have the renewed mind, start daoing i
And how else could that be carried out other tia there are standards? You just can't.

Now Philippians 3:16 enlarges on this thought lyjef

"Nevertheless, whereto we have already attainedjdevalk by the same rule,” and that [word] in the
Greek could be translated | understand, | don'wk@eek but | understand that it could be trandlate
walk by the same standard and “let us mind the ghing."

And so there is to be pattern, the Church igrawide a standard that gives a pattern of condupgt-
tern of doing so that its members can be identidied so that when they are out facing the worlg tre
identified with the people of God and remember \they are.

So the Bible teaches that the Church is resptengy give body to and application to the prinegpbf
Scripture and when the Church takes her placeisnabsignment then you have what our text sayse “Th
churches were established in the faith.”

And if you don't have the Church taking her posiin this regard then you have what they havié
book of Judges where every man did that which wgtg in his own eyes and of course that always is-
sues into chaos. Judges 21:25.

In the fourth place, and this is somewhat ofeatension of this thought, the Bible teaches that t
Church has responsibility to direct beyond the nhetter of the Scripture and this maybe becomesi@@em
sensitive point in the whole debate of whetherdltstrould be Church standards or not.

Some hold a view and that is: “That yes, ther€hwcould teach and can enforce what is in theeBibl
but they have no authority to go beyond that, thaye no authority to go beyond that, unless thigp-scr
tures spells it out then you can't require it.”

Well there are several things that overlooks.
One is that the Bible is given in principle foemd secondly it also overlooks the various scrgsuhat
we have just looked at.



When the Bible teaches about obedience to theehobedience to national leaders, does that ithply
they, the government and the home are only to dineztion as to what is spelt out in the Script@résd
if that was the case they would have no right toupeany new speed limits or stop signs, right?yThe
would have no right to do that.

The home, if father was only allowed to makesuh the home that applied and were only speltrout
Scripture why he would be very handicapped, he didtibe able to fulfil his duty.

And yet many try to narrow the Church's autlyatdt that same extent, that the Church and thesever
ers are limited to only that which the letter ofiture spells out.
Well that becomes a bit pointless.

| believe that the Church, parents and the Stawe divine authority to make rules that are inmteny
with the Scriptures sure, especially the Church @hdstian parents are obligated to the princigés
Scripture, but they definitely they are there tiphe live out and to give body and to go beyonel tiiere
letter of Scripture, so when the Bible says sulymitrself to every ordinance of man for the Lordikesit
has that in focus. 1 Peter 2:13.

The last concept that we bring into focus: ThieldBteaches that the Church is responsible to taiain
the collective body of Scripture and Bible traditio

The entire New Testament was given by God teqyxe and to transmit the faith and doctrines aed t
practice. In fact in Acts 2 it is called the teaxys of the Apostles or more directly in Acts 2:42 Apos-
tles doctrine and Fellowship, and it is clear tthég apostolic doctrine and practice was considéved-
dational, it was simply the way they did it and @egs this view as one moves through the New Testa-
ment that they had established the way they ditwasn't all spelt out in detail in the lettertbe Scrip-
ture principle, but they had way that they dicaitd some of these scriptures which show that:

“Therefore brethren, stand fast and hold the ti@ustwhich ye have been whether by our word ortay o
epistle.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15.

“Now we command you brethren in the name of ourdLé#gsus Christ that ye withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh disorderly.” 2 Thess&los 3:6,

Even before the New Testament was fully written ddhere was a body of doctrine and practice and
tradition that came into focus, and in fact histsimpws us that.

You have the early Church using the Apostolieddir as somewhat of a confession of Faith and you
have them using what was known as the Teachingjseoi2 Apostles somewhat as the manual of disci-
pline, those things are still around today they stlhbe read, but it was part of the early Chuyrtteir
confession of faith and their discipline. It iseargsting that as the Church took form they vergkjyihad
Confessions of Faith and they had Church disciplim@d that is also true of our Anabaptist forefeth
Why some of the first things they began to do wasdve Confessions of Faith and to give direction
through Church disciplines, and some of those @f@asund too.

So that leads now to the concluding thought of ploigit and that is that the Church is held respgmesb
maintain a form in the Scripture often referredsatradition,

Simeon Rudolph — Building an Appreciation for a Reglated Church Life.

How do we build appreciation for regulated Churtf

We build appreciation for this by holding and/eleping a scriptural view of the Church.
Do we really know what a scriptural Church is?

I would like to read a few verses from the bobEphesians.
Ephesians 2:19-22
Now therefore ye(maybe we could say we,) are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellixeris with
the saints, and of the household of G84nd are built upon the foundation of the apostied prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corstne; 21n whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lokdn whom ye also are builded together for an haibiadvf God
through the Spirit.

That is one small description of the Church of 3eShrist.



Does that sound like a loose organisation aliddals who each decide what they want to do ahdtw
place they want to fill and whether they want taneoor go in the Church? No.

It is scattered individuals in verse 19, strasgend foreigners, but it is individuals who haweseib
brought together and are being moulded togetherone body, they are not only brought together but
they are built together, they have become membettsei Church, they are building materials, theyiare
submission to the shaping and fitting influencewartk of the collective body.

That is what regulated Church life is all abouinging us and our families into conformity in thedy of
Christ.

Turn to Ephesians 4:11-14

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophetsamne, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12For the perfecting of the saints, for the worklad ministry, for the edifying of the body of Chri&iTill

we all come in the unity of the faith, and of theolwledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect mamp unt
the measure of the stature of the fulness of CHfiEhat wehenceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doer by the sleight of merand cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

And we could read on about building again in veil§gbeing fitly joined together, and then in 17 &&d
he talks about some who walk as other Gentiles vthiir understanding is darkened, they are people
who are ignorant.

Evidently Paul was writing to some who at Id@stl been at one time within the confines of ther€liinu
but now were not understanding and appreciatinglaggd Church life, not only did they have a dark-
ened understanding but as you read on you rehliedliey had a practice that was placing them deitsi
the Church, outside the family of God.

Verse 11, God has given the gifts that he listhéoChurch, they are the helpers in the Churchr, wark
is to perfect the saints, to work with and edifg tiody and to bring us all, and that includes ust § few
brethren and sisters in the Church but that indunle family, to bring us all to the unity of thaith in
the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man.
Bring unity, uniformity and spiritual growth andasility.

A Scriptural Church is a regulated Church.
If you remember nothing else from this message neloee that and help your family to understand that
there is no such thing as a Church or a safe Chayd@ible descriptions that is not regulated.

Biblical Basis Church Standards — Glenn Sensenig

Believing in the Scripture is always associatgth an outward expression of obedience — doing.
There are times in the Scripture when God testat tbr example with Abraham. Was it not enougt th
God knew what Abraham would do in relation to lea3 God put him to the test and saw what he did.
God saw that it was coming from a righteous man.

Matthew 16:16-19 is in response to Jesus’ questidhe disciples, “But whom say ye that | am?” 6eer
15) “And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou arCthrist, the Son of the living God’And Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, SimemjpBa: for flesh and blood hath not revealed tbun
thee, but my Father which is in heavéPAnd | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,ugah this rock

| will build my Church; and the gates of hell shadit prevail against it'°And | will give unto thee the

keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 8f@ait bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be tboskeaven.”

The Church, as | understand this passage, ésdieen a judicial (not legislative) authority ielation to
truth. | would like to give some reasons why hththis Scripture teaches this, but first of altigial au-
thority does not deal with establishing truth.omly deals with interpreting and applying truthedisla-
tive bodies make those laws in our nation, butcthérts of law then attempt to decide how those lapts
ply. Likewise, the Church does not have the authtw establish truth, only to apply truth, whisha re-
sponsibility that God lays upon every believer. @éanot get away from it. Every attempt to folltve



Scripture is an attempt to apply the Bible to dued, to our age, to our time, and to our situation
Therefore, this is referring here to judicial rattiean legislative application of the truth.

God gives the Church responsibility in relation to truth in each generation.

The Church has a responsibility to define apions of truth. We will look at a Scripture an@bli-
cal example which illustrates the truth here vergutifully. Acts 15 is an example of this prineiph ac-
tion. “Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shalbbund in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt lonse
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” There are squpécations of truth, which when the believers anit
themselves around those applications there is bgatibn that all have which is equal to the truth.
Another basic Scripture on this subject is familidebrews 13:7, 17 builds upon Matthew 16. “Remem
ber them which have the rule over you, who hav&kepainto you the word of God: whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation. . . ePthem that have the rule over you, and submit-you
selves: for they watch for your souls, as they thast give account, that they may do it with joyd anot
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” Vee 17 refers to the same group as in verse 7.

The Church is given responsibility to rule. Is it or is it not? | think that is clear. “Rember them
which have the rule over you.” This is Scriptufieherefore, the Church is given responsibility bydGo
rule. Itis not a false or a usurped authoritlyis Inot an authority without foundation. It isrgh by God
— the God of all authority. That authority, acdagito this Scripture, is to be exercised in therests
of saving souls. That places a restriction anichd bn Church authority. It is to be exercised@hation
to saving souls to the eternal welfare of souls.

In order for authority to be exercised safdigre needs to be a proper basis for authority. ekample
in the State, the authority of a law code base@od's moral law code always brings with it resttaito
authority that make the exercise of authority salfie.the Church, the basis is New Testament truth.
goes back to Foundational truth as we referretlitoMatthew 16.

The Church is given responsibility and authority in the interest of souls.

God gave the apostles special apostolic auth@itd special prerogative in establishing truthwrit-
ing the Scripture and laying down and being thenftaiion stones of the Church. The apostolic office
was not continued because of the unique qualiboatrequired for it. One was that they had beeh wi
the Lord, and had seen Him. However, the bishofiise was an overseer work that was continued, and
is continued in the bishop’s office today. Thiswkere the authority for keeping the Church what it
ought to be finally rests.

| would like to go to another Scripture whichsemetimes called the golden text of unity in tloes
ture. In 1 Corinthians 1:10, Paul says, “Now |ldexh you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, andttiexte be no divisions among you; but that ye béepty
joined together in the same mind and in the samgment.”

How is that kind of oneness or unity to be realzddhink that there are a few suggestions here.

This unity is referring to more than being uditan the broad definitions of truth. Paul saythim latter
part of this verse that we are to be, “joined thgetn the same mind and in the same judgment.e Th
word judgment carries the thought of having the samderstanding of its practical application. This
brings us back to the judicial authority. The ¢quasses a judgment on a law. What does it medn an
how is it applied?

They were to be joined in the “same mind andhim same judgment.” It is like in Philippians 3:16
“Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the sainmeg.” This refers to doctrinal unity and a preal
unity in application. We have a key as to how thatfect joining is realized in Romans 15:5-6 where
Paul says, “Now the God of patience and consolajrant you to be likeminded one toward another ac-
cording to Christ Jesu8That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify Gexen the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

How were they to do that? Verse 2 gives us a tubat, “Let every one of us please his neighldour
his good to edification.” Also Ephesians 5:21 sdgbmitting yourselves one to another in the fefar
God.”

How are we to think the same? How are we tehhe same judgment? How are we to have the kind
of unity as we had in 1 Corinthians 1:10? It cofags surrender of our will.

The biggest problem to unity and thinking alik@ur own individualistic self life. That is thgoblem
to oneness. Therefore, the call is to lay thatrdawd submit ourselves one to another in the fe@od,



and that leads us together. A defined basis fatr uhity enables us to exercise that submissidmat &
another aspect of Church standards. It is a défiverking plan for moving together.

| would like to now to look athe Biblical pattern.

I would like to look at some of these Scriptuasd think we have them applied in Acts 15, wisblow
us the application of the New Testament Scriptanel the application of the epistles. The book cfsA
is a window into the New Testament Church. Thigipalar Scripture is a window into Church life
where issues needed to be clarified. In the bdokcts, the history of the Early Church is givenieth
gives a sense of direction in Church life todapm®times we hesitate on that, and | have heagsidtad-
ready, “Acts is not a pattern for the New Testant@march.” | do not think we ought to make statetaen
like that because | think that there are a lotpdligations to New Testament truth very simplysthated
in the book of Acts.

However, | think it is right that we go to Aasd see the pattern of ordination in chapter ltarske
the way that they worked with issues in chapter TBere are patterns there that we ought to sekthan
answer that is there for us today.
They had a disagreement. | will not read very maanges here, but there was a disagreement in 2erse
“When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no smakuéssn and disputation with them.” Some were at-
tempting to bring the New Testament believers utiderOld Testament yoke and bondage to the Law of
Moses. Paul and Barnabas said, “No, that is nattwie good news of the New Testament is all about.
That is what we are teaching and preaching. Yomagdo that.” How were they to decide?
They said, “Yes,” and there was dissension andgdégament. They determined in verse 2 that they
should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles andsesderut this question, and they did that. Versays,
“Certain of the sect of the Pharisees which betigvgave their view and they came to the aposties i
verse 6 to consider it and there was much dispuivgrse 7. There was a disagreement here irsfocu
The answer to this disagreement was for the Chunctier the leadership of the apostles, to speak au-
thoritatively on some necessary things. “For &msed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay ymn
no greater burden than these necessary thingss¢éV28). These necessary things that were arrived a
are referred to in verse 20 and they are, 1) ‘tiey abstain from pollutions of idols,” 2) “fromrdca-
tion, 3) “from things strangled,” and 4) “from bldd Those were the necessary things that wereeatri
at by the Church here.

| would like to point out that these things wegplications of Bible truths. The Church took her
sponsibility to clarify applications. When it wkest to everyone’s idea, you have what happenegtise
2 — “no small dissension.” That will always resulhen it is left to anybody’s idea, neither is difes
There are a number of reasons for that which | didike to give. The applications formally adoptad
any Church should only be the necessary thingst iBlone point | would like to make.

The Church is responsible for clarifying applioas based on truth, but that clarification shostidp
with the necessary things. It is possible to gofes. We acknowledge that. That is somethingwust
see. The question is raised sometimes, “How dokymw what keeps a Church from going too far?” |
would say that the only safeguard, really, is aitsigl Church that is sensitive to the Holy Gho$hat is
exactly what we see here in this passage. “It séemood to the Holy Ghost and to us” (Acts 15:28).
is a Church that is concerned about truth. It @harrch that is concerned not about establishsxgwin
authority, but by a Church that is interested iougrding people in the truth. That must be our eomc
and as it is, then that church is a Church whicd Gas given authority to in relation to this.

Paul J Zehr. Excerpts from Under Authority.

We want to consider the lines of authority or wh&ed has delegated authority and to whom he has
delegated authority.

Now | would like to move on to consider the bergeéif authority.
Why does God give authority? Is it just to make hfiiserable, is it just to make life hard for us? N
There are benefits. One of the first benefits lehimthat it counteracts Satan's influence.

Satan is the master opposer of God, Satan is medpelyjainst God and God has put authority in place
an effort to partially ward off that influence. Evén society, even in the workplace, even in hones,



schools, even in the world there is authority iagel and the purpose of that authority is to wafdsaf
tanic influences because man tends to do his owg,timan tends to do evil.

Authority is there as it says in Romans 13 to ot from evil and it is there to oppose the powfesa-
tan so that righteousness can prevail. In Ephe&idiisit says: "We wrestle not against but aganist-
cipalities and powers."

It is against Satan's kingdom and so the authizritigere to help to maintain, to help to countethat in-
fluence.

Secondly the benefit of authority: It helps to main integrity. If there are no rules there wohé&la lot
of faulty and unsafe products.

You know in our homes we have rules to keep ordarents give direction, you do this and you do, that
we have schedules and it keeps order, it maintategrity. Where there is no order, where thererere
rules, where there is no authority, where thenelllion against authority there is chaos andetlze
homes like that in the world today where there disaegard for authority in the home and therenigos.
But authority helps to maintain integrity.

In the Church. In first Corinthians 5 there wasralgbem in the Church, there was a wicked persargeth
was immorality there and they were to put away faomong them the wicked person, there needed to be
some authority to maintain purity within the Chusenid that is why we have standards within the Ghurc

It is an effort to maintain integrity, to maintapurity. We have standards against television adébya
against the influence of the Internet and othemghithat we relate to in today's world as an effort
maintain integrity and to maintain purity.

The benefit of authority is to promote unity.

Acts 16 after the Jerusalem conference they camaectnclusion of “the decrees for to keep” andjtss
they were ordained by the Apostles and they weamhfchurch to church and it says how there was peace
there was rest and the Church multiplied and grew.

The benefit of authority is that it helps the yowrgl immature.

Another benefit that | have is that it producegeuse atmosphere.

The authority that we have in our country is mosgtlgontrol of law and order.

And in Church life it is the same. There is a dirgannection between peace and rest in Churclatitea
proper attitude and a proper respect for God aliaputhority.

Now a brief comment in relation to the outworkirfgaathority.

The first | have is submission. 1 Peter 5:5 says:

"Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto tlikee Yea, all of you be subject one to anothed, lae
clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proaad giveth grace to the humble."

It starts with submission in our own hearts andefare not submitted to God and His will and todhe
thority that is over us if we are resisting thatdGdlessing will not be upon us. God resistethptioeid.

Those who resist the ordinances, those who rdmsaathority that God had put over them are natgoi
to experience the full blessings of God in theie$.
It starts with submission one to another beingh@dtwith humility.

Secondly the outworking of authority involves tealolenes and that is very much related to being sub-
mitted and being able to take direction from others

And thirdly then there are some individuals whalfthemselves outside of Church Fellowship again and
again because they are not willing to submit toathhority of the Church



