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. PROPRIETY IN PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES
Editorial.

Gathering together for worship is a blessing to ©hristian lives. "l was
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into theshoof the LORD"
(Psalm 122:1). The experience will be more insgirand refreshing if
common courtesies are exercised. "Finally.... bateous” (1 Peter 3:8).
Respectable manners arc becoming for those whdfidse framed to-
gether [as] an holy temple in the Lord" (Ephesiarl). A spirit of kind-
ness should prevail.

Visitors should be met at the door with a warm snaihd an extended
hand. A friendly "Hello. Welcome to our service'nche very heartwarm-
ing. Kindly pointing out the location of the restras, nursery, and cloth-
ing rack is helpful. Visitors who would not be fdiai with our forms of
worship will be more at ease if our segregatedirsgakneeling prayer,
Sunday school class location, and other procedusesxplained.

Proper hygiene is necessary to avoid residual aetated to farm chores
that may be necessary before coming to the chwephcs. A clean, dry
face is becoming to the practice of the Holy KiBlse Christian salutation
is often not appropriate to use while in the restno

When meetinghouses become crowded, we should keziocos that we
do not become an obstacle to those who may be g@titegnto reach the
restroom, nursery, or clothing rack. At specialr@gewhere the group is
rather large, we need to be considerate of eadr.ditiell-intended inter-
actions may at times inconvenience others. Whertingethe newly mar-
ried couple at a wedding, we should wish them Gbl#ssing with a few
words and move on. This may require more effortrwtiee parents are in
the same line and we may be inclined to have ahff@nds" interchange.
But, remember, there are others waiting to be esheut.

When attending a viewing, our words should be smdmit few. Our
presence is meaningful in itself. What we haveharas is not likely so ex-
ceptionally profound that it justifies delaying timeany waiting in line
while we have an extended interchange. A littlehmaay help us to pace
ourselves a bit. If five hundred people attend eving and each person
talks one minute, the time will total over eightun® Keeping remarks
brief and sending a sympathy card with a persong& hater will be of
more benefit to them.

The physical and emotional drain that the familgasng through should
be taken into consideration. They are in a timgradf and possibly still in



shock. The viewing assembly should be kept reveardtquiet in consid-
eration of the family and of the solemnity of threxasion.

Ordinations are another very important part of chuife. The good sup-
port for these special worship services is a bigsdt is especially encour-
aging to those who are directly involved. The ohesen for this new re-
sponsibility will appreciate your interest and pges; Although the interest
in meeting the couple is good, this can also beclung and tiring. We
should be sincere but brief in our expressionsippsrt.

Remember, how long does it take if five hundredpteeach talk a min-
ute'? Keeping the contact brief does not makesg faeaningful.

It will likely be more positive. Many give up ana dnome because they
feel they do not have time to wait to meet the ¢@up letter or a visit in
the home will be much more meaningful than a long of well-wishers.

Our courtesy and consideration for each other shoaomplement our
profession. "Wherefore, my brethren, when ye coogether ... tarry one
for another" (1 Corinthians 11:33). May those whiserve the "sitting of
[our] servants” glorify the Lord as did the QuediSheba.

Brother Harlan.

The Threat of Fundamentalistic Patriotism

Since its beginning, the church has faced decephveats that have
caused many to err. The apostle Paul warned thati&ad, "I marvel that
ye are so soon removed from Him that called yoa the grace of Christ
unto another gospel: which is not another; butehsr some that trouble
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ" (GQalat 1:6, 7). He also
warned Timothy that "some shall depart from théhfai"having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from dwich away" (I Timothy
4:1; 2 Timothy 3:5).

Fundamentalism is a movement within Protestantisat aipholds basic
teachings such as the accuracy of the Bible, thggnvbirth of Jesus, and
Christ's atonement for sins. Fundamentalist teachathstand the influ-
ence of liberal theologians who, through humanaeig), question these
basic doctrines of the Bible. However, although damentalism upholds
the literal interpretation of the Bible, it fallb@rt in application and prac-
tice. This poses a deceptive threat.



Fundamentalism embraces the error of patriotisms T$ defined as
"love for, or devotion to one's country.” While wppreciate the protection
and freedom of our country, we must maintain oxst fiove and loyalty to
the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Our primary citizepshiin heaven.

A quotation from an editorial in the June 1992 EastMennonite Testi-
mony brings this into focus. "Many fundamentalisbugps have arrived at
the conclusion that the way to change the moralati is to get better men
into public office and to influence lawmakers, gy bringing about laws
for reform and improvement. They say that Chrigiane responsible to
help make this happen.”

Such a position clearly violates the doctrine a separation of church
and state. Jesus, in His response to Pilate, '$didkingdom is not of this
world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would servants fight, that
| should not be delivered to the Jews: but now yskimgdom not from
hence" (John 18:36). This clearly establishes thiaciple of non-
participation in politics that the followers of Gsir should embrace. The
heroes of faith (Hebrews 11:13-16) upheld this @ple by confessing
"that they were strangers and pilgrims on the &aatid by declaring that
they sought and desired a better country.

In the past some Mennonites were swept into thiigelarena by the
pressure to vote. The writer of an article in thetdDer 1972 Eastern Men-
nonite Testimony recalls, "Some of us remember wleD. Roosevelt
sought the presidency on a 'wet' ticket . . . agjditerbert Hoover who was
opposed to legalizing intoxicating drinks. Therereveome Mennonites
who felt that this time the issue was too greathsy voted and urged oth-
ers to do so. In spite of all the hard work by Memites, Roosevelt won
the election by a landslide."”

More recently the presidential election in 1960adired a Catholic run-
ning for office. Again, some Mennonites felt conmedlto vote, but their
efforts were unfruitful. Our Rules and Disciplinates that "our members
shall not vote." This is in keeping with Biblicasaration.

Local government activities bring the challengepofitical involvement
closer home. At times laws and actions infringeoan farming and busi-
ness activities. We should not sign petitions whicty be circulated to
pressure authorities to respond to local concéffisle we may have sym-
pathy for these concerns, our witness will becoioeded if we become
actively involved in exerting political pressure.

We desire to see honest and upright men in ofbicé we must remem-
ber that they are responsible to carry out civitiekiwhich violate the



Scriptural teaching on nonresistance and the uhggla. "For he beareth
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister ofdza revenger to execute
wrath upon him that doeth evil" (Romans 13:4).

We share responsibility for the actions of politisaders if we involve
ourselves in voting or other activities that plalsem in office. The diffi-
culty then increases if those supported for ciffice would call us to be-
come actively involved in carnal warfare. To maimta clear testimony we
must have a definite and consistent line of seardtom the world.

As Christians we are admonished to keep an attitdidespect for civil
leaders. Patriotic

Fundamentalists go to great lengths in exposingfditeres and short-
comings of those in office. Reading too much o ttype of literature will
have a negative effect on us and may erode ouece$pr those in author-
ity. Fear and anxiety may also replace trust andfidence in God, who
rules over all. Humble submission, respect, andli@nee where possible
will enhance our testimony to the world.

"When the requirements of earthly authorities donflvith the require-
ments of Scriptures, we should unhesitatingly oBeyg" (Rules and Dis-
cipline, Article VI). The three Hebrews in Daniela3e an example of a
godly response when these conflicts come to a heaely gave a decisive
response to the king, "We will not serve thy gaus, worship the golden
image which thou halt set up." Their miraculousivdbnce by God was
known throughout the kingdom of Babylon, thus legva clear testimony
for the kingdom of God.

We conclude that a consistent, separated way &f dibupled with ear-
nest prayer, will be more effective in relatinggimvernment conflicts than
political involvement. As Christians we are caltechonor those in author-
ity. "Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. FeadGdonour the king" (1
Peter 2:17).

Brother Stanley.
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PRAYER POINT
“The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much”

Pray that we might each open our heart’s door and let Christ come in
and sup with us and we with Him
(Revelation 3:20).

Pray for the revival services that are planned for this spring,
and for the evangelists,
that God's children may be inspired to walk closer to Him.

Pray that we would sincerely examine ourselves in anticipation of the
counsel and Communion services so that we would not partake of the
bread and drink of the cup unworthily.

Thank God for His Word, which
"is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword"
(Hebrews 4:12).

Pray for the various prison ministries.

i)



Respecting the Authority of the Conference Voice

This is a reprint of an article by the late Isaaasenig in the April 1991
issue of the Eastern Mennonite Testimony

In 1876, John E Funk wrote an editorial in the Herd Truth emphasiz-
ing the importance of conference voice. He prometddes of conference
counsel such as comparing notes on points of ehecand practice, exam-
ining ministers to see "whether they be in thehfaitvorking toward unity,
and trying to resolve difficulties.

He stated that "conferences are intended as coumsstings, where the
ministering brethren meet for the purpose of careng) the interest of the
church under their charge, and to employ ways aedns through which
the church may be sustained, preserved in itsypdulfill its proper mis-
sion, and in every respect, and in every duty, mecoore efficient and
better fitted to show forth the 'mystery of godse "

For many years it was the custom to read the Rahek Discipline at
each session of conference, and to ask the ordameedto stand in com-
mitment to the church standards. In some casesaaod would walk
along the pews and ask each ordained man to giveenbal commitment.
This was followed by reports by the bishop brethwareach congregation
in their districts. The main issues of the confeeewere then handled in an
open spirit of wholesome conferring.

The practical aspects of the doctrine of nonconfiyrand separation
from the world were among the issues regularlyudised. Nonconformity
and separation represented the pattern of lifeusgubby the Mennonite
Church as she rejected the sub-christian practitédse unregenerate soci-
ety in general. This doctrine constitutes a totalywf life for those who
are born again. Separation touches every aredeofsfpeech, business in-
volvements, the literature we read, attire, hamm@gements, recreation,
and conduct in general.

Believing that the ways of the world spell deathhe ways of God (John
2:15-17) caused Mennonite conferences from thely fseginning to take
issue with current matters. In 1879, a conferemtieradealt with the fash-
ion-related problem of beards and mustaches. Samuegymen who had
returned from the Civil War with mustaches and tearontinued to wear
them after they had united with the church. A LateaConference action
stated that "fashionable beards and mustache®dnelden and cannot be
tolerated in the brotherhood." Another conferenctoa of October 7,
1881, stated that "excursion parties and surpasees are forbidden," and



that "playing of any kind of games is forbidden."

Numerous resolutions passed in the interveningsyshow similar ex-
pressions on various issues. Some people may tieakof some of these
efforts to handle current matters, but the spirpast faithful church lead-
ers kept the issues of nonconformity and separatidacus. This enabled
them to pass on Biblical convictions to succeedjegerations.

In our day, faithful leaders must continue to ntegether and help each
other discern what the response of the church dhmeito the ways of the
unregenerate society around us. In addition toerentce actions, church
leaders must also provide effective Bible teactpnggrams such as Sun-
day school, Bible conferences, Bible schools, arattiral preaching, to
teach the Bible and its application in a definiteyw

As we consider the decisive actions of past faitbhurch leaders, we
wonder why the church arrived at such passiveudts toward the place
of the conference voice. One very obvious causenguhe past forty or
more years was the lack of compliance with the -@vaeasing number of
conference resolutions and statements. This fatumearry out authorita-
tive decisions produced a deceptive and blindirigcefon the part of all
concerned. Church leaders felt pacified in makiaglarations but increas-
ingly lacked the moral fiber to administrate acaéogty. The general con-
stituency was conditioned not to take seriouslyvbiee of God through
the church. A church leader of the past revealedntientality that devel-
oped, when he said, "We must take the Calvinistjgiiposition on obedi-
ence or we are all lost." We all know that humasifans do not change
the Word of God.

The Jerusalem Conference (Acts 15) "deliverececraks for to keep” to
the churches involved. The result was that theaties were established in
the faith and increased in number daily (Acts 16}4,The Scriptures are
replete with warnings such as, "But be ye doerthefword, and not hear-
ers only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22).

In our past conference setting, there was no shp@iwsound resolutions
and statements issued to the brotherhood. Thessremball areas of the
traditional Mennonite understanding of Biblical deship, such as di-
vorce and remarriage, separation of church and,stanconformity, tele-
vision, mission vision, and the Christian home.ides on the subject of
apostasy were reprinted in publications such aslarige. A special con-
ference statement was acted upon and presentde tchtirches, entitled
Urgent Appeal. While these approaches strengthémedaith of a rem-
nant, they had a very negative effect on the mamy f&lt good merely be-



cause the right things were said again.

Matthew 13:12-17 forcibly reminds us of the blinglieffect of hearing
and not doing. Our Lord's last message to the tlegrevas, "He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto ¢harches" (Revelation
3:22). Will we heed this message, or will we take same deceptive
course other groups have taken in the past? Wedeuagte.

"Blessed are they that hear the word of God, amg k& (Luke 11:28).
May God preserve us to this end.

SNSS\ERS

Hath CGod Cast Bway His People?

This question, raised by Paul in Romans 11:1 sderbg a logical con-
clusion to the previous discussion. However, ar@@awer rang out: "God
forbid." The question was important to the bretha¢rRome and is still
raised today. God's people have come to variediusioas on the matter.

There are some hard-to-be-understood concepts &umiind salvation
in the previous chapters of Romans. His ways aglemithan our ways,
and He directs in human affairs from an infinitegpective.

Two groups of people are in focus, the nation Isiewell as the saved
people. Those who have stumbled are compared s tlvbo are standing
firmly. The elect are those who have received J&3usst as their Savior.
The basis for election is grace. Any that dependhenworks of the Law
for their salvation are outside the grace of God, dherefore, not of the
elect.

Israel's rejection of Jesus was quite general,itowias not everyone's
choice (Hebrews11:1-10). Paul quickly reminded thibat he was an Isra-
elite, of the seed of Abraham and of the tribe ehjAmin. That he was
called of the Gospel was evidence that God wadinished with all the
Jews. Because the Jews in general rejected JeshsiaSavior, the Gos-
pel was preached to the Gentiles. Even though tbep€ messengers
moved from the Jewish people as a nation to theil@gnthe invitation
continued to the Jews as individuals.

The Gentiles found great hope in Christ and healorgtheir sin-sick
condition. As they viewed the development of tharch, they wondered,

—Ilsaac K. Sensenig



"Is God finished with the Jews because most of thejected His Son"?
Because of a limited perspective of God's totahpih may also have
seemed that the divine longsuffering toward Isvezas totally exhausted.

Elijah struggled with what he thought was a hopelsisuation: aban-
doned and hunted down by the God haters. He waseakthat God had
not forgotten him and that he was definitely nana in his determination
to obey God.

When men rebel, they set in motion the divine lafvsowing and reap-
ing, which blind and harden the heart. All who thehis condition will be
judged accordingly. Man's rejection of truth is bisn decision, but great
blindness from God follows. 'And for this cause Gsfbll send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lieTk2ssalonians 2:11).

A very clear warning is given to us as Gentileskiféevs11:17-24). Since
Israel was the channel by which the Gospel camestave should have a
regard for them, even though their present, lostlitmn is sad. We are not
to be high-minded but to fear.

The question that is raised in verse 11 asks, "Wbame first"? Did Is-
rael fall so that Gentiles would believe? No, ratiee unbelief came first,
and then the Gospel was offered to the Gentiles.

God desires to use the Gentile's acceptance d@bdispel to call the Jews
to salvation (Hebrews 11:12-26). That will takegaleonly through their
faith in the One whom the fathers rejected andifteat If the Jews' de-
mise resulted in our salvation, we are asked tsiden what benefits there
will be to others when the Jews believe. It is velgarly implied that Is-
rael's rejection of Christ is not permanent.

The Jews are likened to the natural branches fea They were cut off
because they were unproductive. They allowed uebtli dominate their
lives and profession. They rejected their only hope

Paul clearly states that if they will change thaftitude toward God's
Son, they will also have the privilege of beingftgd into the holy root.
God is able to graft them in again, if and wherythen to the One over
which they previously stumbled (Hebrews 11:23).

God will allow tremendous suffering, and many Jevil§ be killed. But
some of the Jews will see their error, and com@dd in repentance. 'And
| will bring the third part through the fire, andlrefine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is tried: thdnal call on my name, and |
will hear them: | will say, It is my people: andethshall say, the LORD is
my God" (Zechariah 13:9). 'And so all Israel sHadl saved" (Hebrews
11:26). "For whosoever shall call upon the namehef Lord shall be



saved" (Romans 10:13).

The believing Gentiles, as wild branches, have lygafted into the root
of the olive tree. In this relationship, we receiwer life-giving nour-
ishment from the roots and trunk. We find ourselgesfted in among the
natural branches who were cut off and who will baftgd in again to the
holy rootstock.

We are not self-sustained, and have absolutelyingptbf ourselves to
boast. "Thou bearest not the root, but the roat'tidebrews 11:18).

Our relationship to God is based on our faith is Son. Although our
connection is by grafting, it is a safe and saigfyrelationship, available
to all who believe on Jesus Christ. Presently, uhbelieving Jews are
enemies to the believing Gentiles who have accetitedMessiah and
preached in His Name.

God loved Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Jew lseeaal kinship
with God. However, God will not overlook their diecause of their kin-
ship, nor will He modify His requirements of salesit God has concluded
both Jew and Gentile in unbelief, and then offddegimercy to all who re-
spond to His Son in faith.

God will deal with the Jews through hard times, amahy will die in
their rebellion, but a remnant will turn to God anc. 'And | will bring
you out from the people, and will gather you ouths countries wherein
ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and withretgdted out arm, and
with fury poured out. And | will bring you into th&ilderness of the peo-
ple, and there will | plead with you face to fa¢ezekiel 20:34, 35).

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prospat love thee"
(Psalm 122:6). Brother Earle
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Cultural Norms That Press God's People (Part 3)
Intrigued with Technology

The individual screens on the seats in front ®fwent blank as the
speaker cracked to life. "We have begun our desnemMinneapolis. We
ask that at this time all electronic devices wdmddturned off." A flurry of
activity arose as men scrolled down their toucheesss to hit the shut-
down button. Women pulled their ipod ear buds aat proceeded to un-
tangle themselves from the wires. A series of beepsps, and dying
chords sounded as screens went blank.



Our society is surely addicted to the entertainnoérelectronic technol-
ogy. Should God's people be different? Opiniony eancerning technol-
ogy use, but our level of fascination with techmyylsurely reveals some-
thing about us.

How fascinated should God's children be with magsomplishments?
Men are building their second Babel today. Techgwlbas united our
world once more, and men (judging by advertisemeats proud of how
high they have built. We should marvel more at &bd@dindiwork and less
at man's inventions.

A hearing aid specialist recently asked an oldethar if his cell phone
was "blue tooth" compatible. "I never looked inmeuth," our brother an-
swered with a smile. He was not ashamed to be agm@bout the world of
gigabytes and satellites. He lived in the real drerGod's world of warm
garden soil and wind singing through pine treesn&bing is wrong if a
Christian thrills to the latest capabilities of awn cell phone yet rarely
speaks in Sunday school.

Does technology affect our family life? The traolital family evening is
pleasant to contemplate: father reading a bookirtesélf or his children,
mother knitting, and the children occupying themsslwith various hob-
bies such as carving, drawing, or cross stitchMgst this be replaced
with father in his office checking his e-mails, et trying to program her
sewing machine, and the children preoccupied weittirig or playing elec-
tronic games? Surely, when technology repeatediy us of our focus on
our children or our guests, it has gone too far!

It will be hard to convince our youth not to bedasited with electronic
gadgets if we fail to be reserved in business telcyy. We believe in a
simple, conservative lifestyle—a pilgrim-and-strangnentality. Do we
consistently practice economic conservatism? Howhrmoney we bor-
row, how we advertise, how broad a market we tmetch, and how large
we aim to become will make a difference in how daejeat we will be on
the Internet. Brother Stephen.

"By faith he sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a strange country, . . . for he
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God"
(Hebrews 11: 9-10).



