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| greet each one present in the precious namesosJ&Ve believe that God has provided all things fo
us that pertain unto life and godliness for a fudlh satisfying life(2 Peter 1:3)

This evening as we have this assignment on Edifgiagal Activities | have a very simple formula for
a very complex problem if you want to call it thatve are social beings, we have social needs we cer
tainly acknowledge that and those needs are gairlgetmet some way or other and | believe that the
formula is very simple as we look at the scriptures

The title already suggests that edifying, maybeolusd simply define that word before we go further.
Edifying according to Webster's is: “ta edify is to instruct or to improve spiritually. Well that don't
give us a whole lot of room in relation to sociatlerests, activities,: “.to instruct or improve spiritually
or to instruct or to improve especially the monatl aeligious knowledge, furthermore to enlighteimgis

that contribute spiritually.”

Looking at the word social now, we said we are adoeings, social is the idea of companionship with
one's friends or associates, it is interdependdationships with one's fellows as the dictionaguid
say it, or interaction of the individual and th@gp. And so in order for it to be on edifying sdcativity
why we need to determine whom it is we can haweraation or social exchange with.

| think that is very simple, if it is going to caifdute spiritually we will have to decide, to detene as
parents, as young people who it is that we canerétasocially that will make that kind of contriimn.

What it is we already implied. Since we are sob&hgs everything we do with others has eitherasoc
benefits or else it is negative, it is a sociallexwe any time we are with other people, that mikes
rather simple to consider this subject becauseribt just simply planned special events relatesbtaal
needs we might say but it is actually whenever wendth other people, we're interacting and exchrang
socially. That word social would define it that way

| would like to for a base have you turn with meéPgalm four.

We would like to notice a few things from this Reathat | think can contribute to this message this
evening. | am going to read the entire Psalm fhersays:

Psalm 4:1-8

“Hear me when | call, O God of my righteousnelksu hast enlarged me when | was in distress; have
mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.”

| gather from that verse there it is our respos&od in relation to their spiritual need and His r
sponse toward delivering us from our bondage tptsgh take that from that verse hear my prayeveha
mercy upon me. Then God says:

“[2] O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn myogy into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and
seek aftefeasing? Selah. [3] But know that the Lord hath set apamrt that is godly for himself: the Lord
will hear when | call unto him. [4] Stand in awedasin not: commune with your own heart upon your
bed, and be still. Selah. [5] Offer the sacrifioésighteousness, and put your trust in the Lo8d.There
be many that say, Who will shew us any good? Ligtd¢hou up the light of thy countenance upon [§.
Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more thanertithe that their corn and their wine increasegl. [8
will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thoard, only makest me dwell in safety.”

| think we have in this Psalm here a number of ¢indsi, instructions relating to our social needs.

Since we are social beings as we already saidraligtthe social pressures of our society and tagir
fects upon us, the promises of social exchange twvghworld does touch us, touch our spirits andéhas
means of making it look interesting or invitingtismes, we acknowledge that. But God says in rafatibo
us this evening: How long will you turn My gloryt;mshame, how long will you ye love vanity, andksee
afterleasing? Now of those two words vanity and leasitegsing is that of falsehood and deceitfulness
we would relate that to the idea of the emphasisihplaced to day on social programs, whethkee ia



church community or business. We live in a socibat is bent we might say it to this evil, it dadfect

us because we naturally are affected by the comtreann which we live. Community gatherings, enter-
tainments, socials, it is a popular thing in sormmmunities today to have neighborhood socials hed t
Amish and the Mennonite and the Brethren and th#i&a and the worldling and usually maybe they all
are, but they are altogether and they have a wardéne together socially and this was just raakf
and wonderful, and it looks good on the surface kisee that as a form of falsehood and decept&én b
cause of the inroads that it makes in our mindsiaralr children in relation to where family andcsd
needs are met, it is a type of leasing.

Now this idea of vanity carries with it, we know aththat is, but it is emptiness, a worthless thuagn,
to no purpose and finally we would say that itpgitually destitute and that is how we define wieatit
is something that we can engage in or not. Whasdiodo to us spiritually? It is spiritually diste in
relation to community gatherings or in relatiorctaurches strong social programs where they have tha

| well remember as a young person in the home regragion of the emphasis, there were a number of
young men, married men, that wanted to play ballthey did play ball until the Ministry challengéuht
and it was almost | would say a fight, they wer@ous, they wanted to do what they want to do bseau
of the social benefits, that was if | remember ectly that was finally put under. But then do sbthang
came in the backdoor you might say and the lastyleavs that we were in that congregation once a yea
there was a social gathering of all the familie®ie of the members’ meadows for a supper and some
ball playing and suchlike and that the ministryuotantly went along with, but what did it do? Wathe
tells us what it does. It looked very innocent ibdihally it come to that.

The business world. We live in a time when a loemphasis is put on banquets and shows and you
could go on an on and | simply say that this isityaiit is leasing, it is falsehood, it is decejvt will
make it inroads among us if we respond to thatvemdvant to beware of it.

Two things we might note further, those two words found in verse two of this Psalm, verse three
says: But know that the Lord has set apart him ithgiodly for Himself. For Himself. He has chosen
people He has set apart people and finally we areletermining what is proper by our personal fegi
or what is socially acceptable but we again dordatee that by another means, a means that is tefar
that and God has set us apart for that. He sagsidSh awe, and sin not. Offer the sacrifices ghtd
eousness, and | relate that to our social intereatsifices of righteousness, put your trust i ltlord.

And then we have the promise of gladness in heaftpeeace and we lay down in peace and sleep: For
thou Oh Lord only maketh me dwell in safety.” Itlie safe way it is the honourable way, the Gochon
ing way.

Now | would like to share two Bible examples of whaonsider the sense of direction that we want to
move in this evening so that you know what we hieking in relation to what we consider edifying so
cial activities.

First of all you may turn with me to Exodus 32,@ld Testament account, and this account happens to
be a happening that happened with the people of E@lsomething that is very similar to some lod t
things that happen today and it is not foreigngsokxodus 32 you have a people not at rest herg¢uspi
ally, you have a people that are hankering for $bing, they feel like that there is something nrigsso
therefore there has to be an answer to this vadhams in their experience. Starting at verse one:

Exodus 32:1-6

“And when the people saw that Moses delayetbtoe down out of the mount, the people gathered
themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto bpnmake us gods, which shall go before us; fdoas
this Moses, the man that brought us up out of dinel lof Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. [2]
And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden iegg, which are in the ears of your wives, of your
sons, and of your daughters, and bring them untd3hé\nd all the people brake off the golden aags
which were in their ears, and brought them untooAaf4] And he received them at their hand, antifas
ioned it with a graving tool, after he had mada iolten calf: and they said, These be thy godsy&e|,



which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.ABld when Aaron saw it, he built an altar beforeitd
Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow igastf to the Lord.” (You can call that a socialaly
want to) “[6]And they rose up early on the morramd offered burnt offerings, and brought peacereoff
ings;” (a type of worship in this social, very comon) “and the people sat down to eat and to deank],
rose up to play.”

Play - The end result of this social, this gathgrin

A few things we have noticed | already impliedeéghis occasion as a result of a spiritual lacinal-
ady or a deficiency, they were missing somethinth&ir worship and they sought a substitute, and is
that true of us socially when we the church readtwath a social gospel, a social program, isné tha-
son to fill a spiritual gap? | certainly thinkig. Or if our people find the need to seek aftergpams
other than what is edifying it is an indicationaspiritual deficiency or lack, and it was becaokéhis
deficiency that the people requested their leamleravide an answer in their time of need and desehup
as a social which God brought judgment upon.

We also have in this account failure due to a letaleéng heed to the request of the people. Arninkt
that this, it is not that we hold something ovex geople, but if we have a deficiency in our coggt®ns
and there comes a request for a social programewe to see beyond that request to the real needctnd
give in to the desire of the people in relatiorsécial program but rather fill that need spirityahd the
other will find its place.

Now | would like to use an example from the gospfelLuke, it gives us the other side of the picture
Luke two starting to read at verse 41. You havesles a 12 year old here when his parents tookupim
to Jerusalem to worship now it says:

Luke 2:41-52

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every y¢dhea feast of the passover. [42] And when he was
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem afterdustom of the feast. [43] And when they had ful-
filled the days, as they returned, the child Jaaused behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and hikenot
knew not of it. [44] But they, supposing him to baween in the company, went a day's journey; aeyl th
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintanéd] And when they found him not, they turned back
again to Jerusalem, seeking him. [46] And it camgdss, that after three days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, bo#fafing them, and asking them questions. [47] Ahthat
heard him were astonished at his understandingaasders. [48] And when they saw him, they were
amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why thast thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and |
have sought thee sorrowing. [49] And he said uhént, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that
must be about my Father's business? [50] And thelgrstood not the saying which he spake unto them.
[51] And he went down with them, and came to Nattar@nd was subject unto them: but his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart. [52] And Jesusised in wisdom and stature, and in favour with &odi
man.”

Here we have a social activity that edifies and Whihy because it is due to a proper worship adgtivi
and also to parents filling their rightful plackey went up to Jerusalem to worship.

| said we have a simple formula and those twotilhi®ns give you an idea of what we see as edijfyin
social activities.

Solomon’s answer to the world's appeal, and hehlaugut, he sought it out as far as any man could
and he says finally it is vanity and vexation aoffisp(Eccl. 1:14; 2:11, 17, 22 & 26; 4:4, 16; 6:9)

And if we don't believe that it doesn’t take adbtreading or listening to the world’s systemaidsthe
world's system has a strong social program, it mloégke long to determine that many of the thitigest
they are engaging in and those who engage inthdédull are often ending up in drugs and sometimes
suicide. Many, many times it is the course thkésapeople onto vanity and vexation of spirit. Gah-
swer is that it is idolatry and moral corruptnegsah finally leads to separation and eternal judgime



Now in relation to edifying social activities | wioulike to ask, | would like to consider the questi
Who is responsible in order to meet these needs® Who is responsible, is the church responsible?

The church’s responsibility. | am going to sharaifew different areas.

| know this gets a bit tedious and it isn't alwappreciated but finally for us to have sociaivéets
that edify, the church must continue to be negativiéie wrong social inroads.

We will have to continue to inform our people dmdp our people to see what the wrong social irsoad
are and what they will do to us. That is one aspkthe church’s responsibility.

Furthermore the church is responsible to its agltm maintain a strong spiritual Fellowship. WHen
think of a strong spiritual Fellowship | think dfat which we have, many of us are enjoying, antlitha
finally what satisfies our social needs by andéard already pointed out that there was a laclsiael
when the cry came and that the leadership respaoddt cry.

When the church assumes the responsibility to geo&isocial program we have failed our calling.tTha
is not our calling but our calling is, as | saiol,nhaintain a strong spiritual Fellowship. Furtherencelat-
ing to that is that of maintaining an aggressiveeach program, there are side effects upon bothese
that contribute to us socially; it is not withoetson that it is a secondary part of these thindsage will
touch on that a bit later. A strong spiritual pirg provides many social benefits, many social tsne

| think that is all | will share it on this poim irelation to the church. Now we want to consjaerents.

The parental responsibility.

We could ask the question how much attention shpaténts give to social needs and also what kind of
attention?

First of all | would say a healthy home and chulifdy a balanced healthy home and church life will
provide for the social needs of our family, it wdlb that. We have a few negative warnings heferirv-
erbs 21:17“He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man:” Wild take that spiritually especially be-
cause of the negative effect that it has upon us.

Isaiah 58:13jives a warning against doing thy pleasure on Bly day.

That there relates to the Lord's Day and what \edfiaally doing on that day in relation to meetimgr
social needs. God warns us against doing our ynieas His holy day.

Furthermore we have the warning against the sefffitets of Satan to destroy through wrong social in
terests. We need this evening, we need to be avfahe plight of many Christians in relation tocesd
activities we could say perhaps, | get this statérfrem a book | have at home he simply calls @éeé-
ing on Spiritual Sewage. Social activities and garand what have you they try to have some sgiritua
implications with it but the writer, a non Mennaniwriter, calls it Spiritual Sewage, it is very daging,
it is like eating out of a garbage pail or worsartithat. Or furthermore calling it engaging in ¥herld's
play mania. We live in a society and | don't netktl you, but we could say is almost play crdzse to
play and live for social activities, and we calatta plague amongst Christians just like the plapaé
was over Egypt, it is very negative, it is verytiestive and let us not be caught in that.

Now some positive answers.

There is in relation to parental responsibilitidégre is a definite place for family projects, wdhere do
things together as a family, and | am not all niegaib some of that where perhaps nothing relatebd
church, | think an occasional trip to a place déiast can be alright but it should never contrtagiidn-
terfere with the spiritual. Places of interest oing it together as a family, | remember as a ctidthg
some of that, in those days it wasn't done as asaxtensively as some think they'd must todayland
would warn against that because of what it carodest

Some more positive answers, | am not even goirguggest places there is so many and my subject
doesn't relate to that anyway, we will let you detiee that. But | do have some very positive answer



what we can do that | think we ought to take heethtrelation to edifying social activities and tha
family visits.

That has proven itself through time to be very piitye when families visit together in homes and
these need to be engaged in more than with retative few social friends, close friends, but dedig
family visits and we owe it to our children to geto the various homes within our Fellowship fosits.
The social benefits are many and as our childr¢mlger they ought to enjoy the benefit of heartingir
fathers and mothers can verse and sharing on thaggontribute spiritually and help them find soof
their own answers in life rather than running off themselves and engaging in activities that pbgsib
don't have much benefit.

Furthermore we already suggested family travel, Ibain suggesting something relating to District
Meetings, Church wide Meetings, outlying areas, sahyou local people here it would be healthy if
you visit at perhaps more the Mechanicsville’s #r@Wolcott's (other likeminded churches)d so on,
they deeply appreciate it and as families espgcyall can say something to your children througit th
when you can't tell them any other way. Therebaneefits not only with meeting with those familias
those distant areas but the travel time togetheawlou can sing together and share together, Hrere
social needs that are being met in a healthy enwiemt that is certainly a blessing.

| would say in relation to that fathers and mashéhnat there are times that are more critical ththers
in relation to doing things like that. When yowbadeenagers in your home don't leave it up to oban
happening, just letting them going where they wargo but plan to do things together and plan ke ta
them to meetings, it costs something to you, mayie would rather rest or something else, but take
them. Go as a family to distant other meetingstridit Meetings and places like that, you owe ititem
socially and you are meeting needs.

| have appreciated some of our local familiesavdhsensed that they have done this many timegand
our area it is not just simply packing up and plaste churches of our own kind and another oneinvih
miles or such like, maybe it's not quite that baalhelieve that you live pretty close, but it invedva lot
of miles sometimes, they are willing to do that fieeir children’s sake and that is honourable ansl &
positive answer to social needs.

| would say that we as parents, | wanted you tdtgef we as parents set the stage for our chilslisen
cial interests. If we loved to party and to flivith the world we whet appetites within them thati \ve
hard to overcome, that will be hard to overcomee &#t the stage. | guess | get a little concesoeutk-
times in relation to birthday parties, | am nobgé#ther negative to them but every time therehgth-
day, Father's Day, Mother's Day we have all hawgetdogether as a family, and that is a socidigyatg
right but there is so many other good things t@add that can create a party spirit within our aleifdthat
isn't always healthy, and we want to be cautioubat. We finally set the stage for that in our lesm

| would simply say; plan to go up to Jerusalem thay might benefit spiritually and socially as ukes
parents did.

We recognize that in making these suggestions eeacknowledging the secondary benefits of Bible
meetings, Bible conferences, Bible School, Stree¢tings, cottage meetings, Star distribution (aahu
evangelistic publication) and we could go on and ®hose programs are not planned for the socia-be
fits but we recognize the social benefits that i Whem, they very definitely do. Friendships desel-
oped through these various means that are lastiegdships, not only that they are the right kirfd o
friendships, the kind that edify and you can lookl dack reflect on it, go to bed at night and as th
psalmist said: Rest in peace, because finally wee wleing the Lord's work, we were engaged in His
business as Jesus and His parents were and thelaegtenefits were a part of it and we enjoyexdl.it

We want to ever keep those lines clear. | know goperson it is easy perhaps to go where the crewd i
on Sunday evening for the social benefits and tatge main reason for being there, let's rementiser t
We guard this by how we talk afterward and how wefferward and before. Fellowship is vital.



| say we still thrive on spiritual Fellowship, & 80 vital to us but let's keep our lines cleat ihig on
the spiritual level and not just simply a socialde

Now moving on in relation to some other activities.

These things aren't altogether foreign to you s$tirbut as | reflect on family life and things tltain-
tribute | would like to furthermore suggest thatgras and young people plan to visit the agedsitie
the widows, the poor, your ministry, the old petpleome, leaving the community people with a pesiti
purpose, | say plan to do these things. Some ypengle think Oh my, what benefits could be in that?
have heard many a testimony of young people thatfaybe a little bit negative about doing thinge!|
that and after they did it they only realized threnéfits, that they were the beneficiaries, God hos0
those type of visits.

They are edifying social activities, it gives yaspecially with aged people, it gives you a glimipse
the past that is often healthy and it helps yosee that they faced issues as you do, it is netvi& live
in a different generation, a new-age and they ateahle to relate to our problems, that isn't @mtell,
they faced very similar circumstances, they havamswer to many of the conflicts that you mightefac
and finally it is God honoring and it will provebtessing. | say that these are all social actéisithat will

edify.

Finally our social interests and activities eitmall make or break us. It is that simple, it wdither
make or break us. If it is the cause of disobemdnhis wrong, if it is the cause of developmemd apen-
ing the door of spiritual opportunity it is right.

But let us remember it is not possible for the chuo provide a social programme and to remain-spir
tual.

That which we have | am convinced can and will noes needs as we avail ourselves of it. We do not
need a lot of extras, a lot of other things totfik vacuum when there is a spiritual Fellowship.

Parents, young people this evening let's lay hplahuthat which satisfies the inner man, that winak
lasting values, that which has it eternal values.

The Bible simply says this: And Jesus increasedigdom and in stature and in favour with God and
man.(Luke 2:52)

Isn't that the increase that we want? Isn't thatibcrease we want our children to have? WeH cer
tainly. Wisdom, stature, carries the idea of sypali maturity, a growing maturity, toward spirituabtur-
ity and that naturally as wisdom and that kindtatwe grows it brings us into favor with God andm
| can't think of any benefits for my sons and daagd) for our young people than that kind of theds.
Exercise profiteth little(1 Tim. 4:8) Solomon says: It is better, it is much better ¢otg the house of
mourning than to go to the house of feast{iag.cl.7:2)

When we think this evening of social activities wha we think of? Well too often we think the very
thing that God brought to judgment on Israel fatireg and drinking and playing. God still frowns a
pursuit of that kind of activity but as we find setves going up to the house of worship with ouepts
and sharing with the old men as Jesus did, | wthitik of them as aged men, aged pillars in the dewi
religion, sharing with them, why they both benefite

The Bible says that He increased.

May God help us to this end.



