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"When the persons before mentioned did not desist from
their supplications and my own conscience made me
somewhat uneasy, even in my weakness, because I
saw the great hunger and need referred to, then I
surrendered myself soul and body to the Lord, and
committed myself to His grace, and commenced in due
time, according to the contents of His holy Word, to
teach and to baptise, to till the Vineyard of the Lord
with my little talent, o build up His holy city and
temple and to repair the tumble down walls."

from “The Complete Writings of Menno &nsi’
page 672, In Reply ®li@ds Faber.
Herald Press Scottsdafe 1984



Foreword.

There are several “Leadership” books to be read
Nehemiah’s exploits in building the walls of Jelesa
which depict a courageous leader of the peoplecaf G
his day. These are good books and worthy to be read

Many sermons have been preached that extol Nehe-
miah for his faithful work for the people of God wh
were returned from the seventy years captivity. SEho
sermons too, commend Nehemiah for his couragealis an
untiring labour of love for the people of God.

Joseph van Loon did something with the Boolkef
hemiah that | have not seen in the many other baaokls
sermons on this excellent Book. He makes The Bdok o
Nehemiah come alive with practical recommendations
for our day and time for us as individuals, for déami-
lies, and for our congregations.

Joseph’s grasp of the necessity of maintaining’so
salvation as opposed to the “Faith alone” doctoomes
through clearly in this engaging book. The necgssit
the church is clearly held forth as opposed tonlesas-
ing individualism of our day.

You will find reading this book not only intetexy, but
edifying for your own life, for your family, and fahe
church of God.

May God use this book to bring glory, not to Heh
miah, and not to van Loon (for he does not seebiit) to
God.

Eli Kauffman
Montezuma GA






Preface.

I am always encouraged when reading the Scriptures, they are “my
daily bread”, a portion of what I see as being part of the “give us day
by day our daily bread” that Jesus taught us in His model prayer. Mind
you some of it, this “daily bread” is easier to digest then other pieces
of it, but all of it is nourishing to our souls and eternal well being even
though at times we may think it quite unpalatable because we do not
want to give up the “sweet things” of the world. Is that not somewhat
like our physical well being which requires us to have a balanced diet
day by day? The scriptures can provide a balanced diet on a day by day
basis for our spiritual well being. Do you want to be nourished in your
soul and have that eternal well being? If you do, then partake of your
own daily portion of the Word of Life offered freely to all in the Scrip-
tures.

Sometime ago as I was partaking of the Word of Life offered in the
scriptures in the book of Nehemiah it struck me that there were some
very powerful lessons to be learned there and it is my sincere desire
that by sharing some of these thoughts with you that you too may be
blessed and encouraged in your building on the foundation that is Je-
sus Christ and help to make secure the walls around your own Jerusa-
lem.

As you journey through this life and seek to build and protect your
faith you will encounter difficulties of many sorts but through it all let
the words from scripture be your comfort, knowing that our God is
with us, in and through all things, as He was in Nehemiah’s time.
Isaiah 41:10 “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, 1 will help thee; yea, 1 will uphold thee with the
right hand of My righteousness”

And let us also remember that He is the One who creates and builds
all Psalm 51:18 “Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion: build Thon the walls
of Jerusalem.”

Joseph van Loon.
June 2005
Deloraine, Tasmania,
Australia



Gleanings From Nefmiah.

Chapter 1

An Introductory Overview .

When we read Nehemiah we read the true story o @h God
who not only served his earthly king but most intaotly served
His Heavenly King. Because of his faithful and abketl service he
became a man through whom the great blessings @flGwed, not
so much for himself but, for the people that heetband cared for -
God’s people. His example can be a great blessing fpersonally,
our families, fellowships, and to all of God’s pé&mpf we but heed
or take notice of the underlying principles in @llINehemiah’s ac-
tions. Like Nehemiah we need to not only obey authdy masters,
governments etc. but most importantly obey our BebvKing, Je-
sus Christ, if we desire to reap the benefits ofi'&dlessings in
this life and the next. As we endeavour to live tivay we will have
conflict and it is for this we need to prepare a&hémiah did.

This book of the Bible is one which gives usaacount of God’s
people in Old Testament times but at the same hagemany les-
sons for us, if we will but hear the word of Godtwan open and
willing heart and then trust His word and obeyWite are God’s
New Testament people but all of scripture, inclgdihe Old Tes-
tament, is given to us for inspiration, encouragetnexhortation &
instruction, let us not fail to heed God’s unchawggwvord. Let it be
our earnest prayer that as we study the book okheth over the
next few chapters that all of us may learn fromwatys to serve our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ better and thus becservants to
and for His people as He was.

As we read the book of Nehemiah | hope thatt wie, you will
be able to see that there is a pattern in whichidb®ration of Jeru-
salem and God’s people occurred. God is a Godd&rpnot chaos,
and we need to follow God’s order to be victoricwsur Christian
life.



Let us consider our own personal life in Christy bames, fami-
lies and fellowships to be like Jerusalem, a aitwiland of people
that do not love God or His people, and we, who Idethose
homes, belong to those families and fellowships, @od’s people
or would desire to be. The people of Nehemiah’tere not per-
fect nor always obedient to their heavenly King dmnwie are totally
honest with ourselves we are no different to thelmpefully and
prayerfully in this book of Nehemiah we can seeatigon that we
can adapt to help us become more obedient to Hinkaep the
world out of our Jerusalem and our lives by buiddand maintain-
ing spiritual walls. Yes, we do have to live in therld but that
does not mean that we have to let the world livasnAs we study
Nehemiah let us not be surprised at how God bratgsit His de-
sires for His people, all the plans are in His hand they are al-
ways perfect even if we cannot see them clearlyaWire need to
do is to listen to His voice - that small, stillige in our heart - and
follow Him who alone is worthy of being followed demulated.

Without going into great detail let us now lookthé pattern of
the restoration of Jerusalem and God’s people medaut by Ne-
hemiah under the hand and direction of God. Leagesn remind
ourselves as we go through this study to look fier many impor-
tant and valuable lessons that are contained snpibition of scrip-
tures, as in all scriptures, not just for us indually but for us as
families, fellowships, and, through it all, rememit@ humble our-
selves and submit ourselves to Jesus Christ ithialjs as He sub-
mitted to His heavenly Father in all things.

Philippians 2:8
“And being found in fashion as a man, He humblenh$¢lf, and
became obedient unto death, even the death ofaks.t




Firstly - Nehemiah was informed of the very sad state faiirafof
Jerusalem and those of God’s people who lived thdefhiemiah
was so burdened (upset) for this situation thawépt and mourned
for many days, fasting and praying before the Gdueaven.
Nehemiah 1:1-11

“The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass
in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the
palace, 2That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of
Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which
were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3And they said
unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the prov-
ince are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also s
broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.

4And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God
of heaven, °And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the
great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that
love him and observe his commandments: 6Let thine ear now be at-
tentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children
of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel,
which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have
sinned. "We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept
the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou
commandedst thy servant Moses. 8Remember, I beseech thee, the
word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye trans-
gress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations: “But 7 ye turn unto
me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of
you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yer will I gather
them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have cho-
sen to set my name there. 1%Now these are thy servants and thy people,
whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong
hand. 1O Lotrd, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the
prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to




fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant
him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.”

God answered his prayers, but it took time, thgtames show
us that it was four months. Chislev was the montiwiich Nehe-
miah was informed of how things were in Jerusaldns, was the
ninth month of the Hebrew year, (Nehemiah 1:1) &das in the
month of Nisan that God provided the opportunity Nehemiah to
place his burden before the King, this was thenimtth of the next
Hebrew year (Nehemiah 2:2) In this way God answe¥etie-
miah’s prayers - sometimes God does the same fbiy uminging
someone into our lives that is able to help usughoour difficul-
ties, at other times it may be that He does thisuph His Holy
Spirit either way it is God’s leading.

Secondly- You will notice that Nehemiah did not do anythimgg
wait, and no doubt prayed, until after God had led him with an
answer to his prayers, only then he started olti®&od appointed
task and travelled to Jerusalem, the place thatcatheld him to.
Nehemiah 2:1-10.

“And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of
Artaxerxes the king, #hat wine was before him: and I took up the wine,
and gave 7 unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his
presence. ?Wherefore the king said unto me, Why 7 thy countenance
sad, seeing thou ar# not sick? this /s nothing e/se but sorrow of heart.
Then I was very sore afraid, 2And said unto the king, Let the king live
for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the
place of my fathers' sepulchres, Zeth waste, and the gates thereof are
consumed with fire? 4Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou
make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. °And I said unto the
king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy
sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fa-
thers' sepulchres, that I may build it.

6And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For
how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? So it
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pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. "Moreover I said
unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the gov-
ernors beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into
Judah; 8And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he
may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which
appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house
that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good
hand of my God upon me.

9Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the
king's letters. Now the king had sent captains of the army and horse-
men with me. 1%When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,
the Ammonite, heard of 7z, it grieved them exceedingly that there was
come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.”

The message in this should be clear toMait Upon the Lord!
Go where He calls and directs us, which may noesearily be
where we thought we should be going. How often @dorush in
without seeking God’s will? Sometimes we think weWw just the
right answer or solution and virtually say to Gt8tep aside Lord,
| can handle this!” only to find ourselves fallifigt on our face be-
cause we have stepped outside of God’s will.

Once in Jerusalem Nehemiah did not announceplhrss, there
were people there who would oppose him. He quiéilyked
around and evaluated the situation carefully.

Nehemiah 2:11-18

“So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. 12And I arose in
the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I azy man what
my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any
beast with me, save the beast that I rode upon. 13And I went out by
night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the
dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken
down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. 14Then I went
on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but #here was no
place for the beast #hat was under me to pass. 15Then went I up in the
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night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered
by the gate of the valley, and so returned. 16And the rulers knew not
whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told # to the Jews,
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest
that did the work.

L"Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Je-
rusalem /eth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come,
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a re-
proach. 18Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good
upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And
they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands
for this good work.”

The lesson for us is: Do not announce your pleefsre they are
formulated. So often the plans we formulate at Beeing a prob-
lem have to be changed because when we thoroughlyiee the
situation we become aware of other circumstancasatiso need to
be taken into account. There is a saying that $oakh in where
angels fear to tread”
Let us not be like fools as Proverbs so apisyruct us:
Proverbs 1:7

“The fear of the bRrbDIis the beginning of knowledge: but fools
despise wisdom and instructidn
Proverbs 3:35

“The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall e tpromotion of
fools.”
Proverbs 12:15

“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: butthat hearkeneth
unto counsel is wise.”
Proverbs 12:23

“A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the he&fbols pro-
claimeth foolishness.”
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Then, and then only, when Nehemiah had seen wiealexeto be
done, did he inform those of his OWN people of Godirections
for the restoration of their homes and their fagsili
Nehemiah 2:17-20

“Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jeru-
salem /fieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and
let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.
8Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me;
as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said,
Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for #is good
work. 19But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the
Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard 7 they laughed us to
scorn, and despised us, and said, What zs this thing that ye do? will ye
rebel against the king? 20Then answered I them, and said unto them,
The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will
arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Je-
rusalem.”

Seek the assistance of others of like mind! Thasdwot mean
finding people that agree with the way we want geirdone but
rather brothers and sisters who are likemindedadedsin:

1 Corinthians 1:10Now | beseech youlnrethren, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all spetiie same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; bt ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind and in $@me judgmerit

Those of like mind are most likely to have theng goals in view
that you do. Remember the scriptural teachings“tha multitude
of counsellors is safety!”
Proverbs 11:14

“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in theltitude of
counsellors there is safety.”
Proverbs 15:22

“Without counsel purposes are disappointed: buthi@ multitude
of counsellors they are established.”
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Thirdly - The rebuilding of the walls started. Walls arkel
fences, they are meant to keep enemies outsideose inside can
live in safety. They also keep those inside fronayghg uninten-
tionally into enemy territory. We can think of spea a paddock, if
there is no fence they can wander off and being@shwthout a
shepherd they will do exactly that, but also ifrthes no fence then
the enemy can get into the paddock and steal #&epsiurt them or
even kill them. The enemy can be foxes, dogs on @edple - this
is in the physical realm. We have a similar sitoatin the spiritual
realm where if we have no walls or fences the eneitiyget in and
attack and destroy our desire for God and His ways.

We need to realise and identify those things of ianthe world
that are our enemy and threaten our live in Clieéstus and keep
them out. Whilst most of the things in the worle af a material
nature, once we allow them into our lives they banome destruc-
tive to our spiritual nature - the desire for amdwanulation of ma-
terial wealth, for example, can and will draw maayay from
godly pursuits and in that sense it is thus an gndérat begins in
the natural realm but ends up destroying the spiritWVe may be
attracted to the lifestyle of others which seemy yeasing to our
flesh but is so destructive to our spiritual wellgeand often leads
to a kind of spiritual death to the things of Gdtiere are probably
many more examples you can think of yourself ohgps even see
in your own life.

We need to build walls around our Jerusalem whexeowr fami-
lies and fellowships dwell to keep them safe inuge€hapters 3
through to 6 describe how the wall was built andhat there are
many lessons for us too, ones that we will lookatdr. It is sug-
gested that you read Chapters 3 to 6 and see lepetbple worked
together for the good of all - and also see thay thad opposition,
the enemy tried to stop them but did not succeeduse they fol-
lowed God’s directions. Likewise we need to exgeoblems, such
as opposition and derogatory comments, and be egar them.
Christians today have enemies aplenty, we do neg¢ & go look-
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ing for them, they will find us, and we need todmeour guard at all
times.
Luke 6:22-23

“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and wiendhall
separate you from their company, and shall reprogoh, and cast
out your name as evil, for the Son of man's séRejoice ye in that
day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your rewardgeeat in heaven:
for in the like manner did their fathers unto theghets.”
2 Peter 3:17

“Therefore, dear friends, since you already knovs,the on your
guard so that you may not be carried away by theresf lawless
men and fall from your secure position.”

Fourthly - Nehemiah under God’s direction. Nehemiah 7Amd
my God put into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and the
rulers, and the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And
I found a register of the genealogy of them which came up at the first,
and found written therein,” called the Israelites together into an as-
sembly and had Ezra the priest read the Book of #ve of Moses
to them._Nehemiah 8:1-83And all the people gathered themselves
together as one man into the street that »as before the water gate; and
they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses,
which the LORD had commanded to Isracl. 2And Ezra the priest
brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and
all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the sev-
enth month. 3And he read therein before the street that was before the
water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the
women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the peo-
ple were attentive unto the book of the law.”

When the people heard the Book of the Law reachémntthey
recognized their sin in not obeying God and livaggording to His
word, they acknowledged/admitted/confessed thafukidisobedi-
ent life and repented.
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Nehemiah 9:1-2Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month
the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and with sack-
clothes, and earth upon them. 2And the seed of Israel separated them-
selves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the
iniquities of their fathers.”

What they heard read to them, which was God’s @rittvord,
would be like us hearing the Scriptures read tand/or reading it
ourselves. The Scriptures should cause us to remqgar sin in not
living God’s way, it should lead us to acknowledne disobedient
life and repent. If it does not are we then nateipellion to God?

Fifthly - and lastly but no less important they made a icantewith
God to follow Him.Nehemiah. 10:29%“They clave to their brethren,
their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in
God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to ob-
serve and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lotrd, and his
judgments and his statutes;”

A covenant is a contract, treaty or undertakingmake with an-
other person, promising that we will do certaimgs, and that we
will do whatever we have promised, no matter hovd fa difficult
it gets, the other person also agrees to do cehaigs. The cove-
nant that we can make today is to follow our Londl &aviour Je-
sus Christ, we do that by acknowledging our simfays, repenting
of them, being baptised and asking Jesus to cotoeour lives as
Lord and Saviour and then to follow and obey Himtla¢ days of
our lives in all of His word.

May each one be blessed as you read and pondke aeriptures
and seek to follow our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Wibaeais the Way,
the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6)

IR
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Gleanings From Nefmiah.

Chapter 2

Prayer and Fasting.

In the previous chapter we had a brief overviéwhe book of
Nehemiah and just to refresh our memories a veoyt sesume
of the five points we are going to be looking athe ensuing
chapters, Lord willing.

It is our prayer that as we go through thigfostudy that each
of us may gain a deeper insight into the very Valleidesson we
can draw from this book of the Old Testament anderappli-
cation to our lives from the insights so gainedna&sLord directs.

1 Nehemiah was informed of the very sad state of
affairs of Jerusalem and those of God’s people
who lived there. Being burdened for this ditua
he wept and mourned for many days, fasting and
praying before God.

N

Nehemiah waited, and no doubt prayed, until God
had provided him with an answer to his prayers
then started out on his God appointed task.

[¢V)

The rebuilding of the walls started.

Nehemiah under God’s direction called the
Israelites together into an assembly and lad the
priest read the Book of the Law of Moses them.

I~

5 They made a covenant with God to follow Him.



As we read chapter 1 of Nehemiah we see thag\taets related
here occurred in Shushan which was the ancienewcdpital of
the kings of Persia, it was the place where Danas during the
reign of Belshazzar. [Daniel 8:2And | saw in a vision; and it
came to pass, when | saw, that | was at Shushahempalace,
which is in the province of Elam; and | saw in aion, and | was
by the river of Ulai.”] Esther, Mordecai and Haman were also in
this place as related in the book of Esther. Shusyes located in
the south western area of present day Iran.

The writer is Nehemiah himself and in versee2dmows his
concern for his people, to use our language, luthbrs and sisters
in the faith. His enquiry was about the welfarehef people, the
Israelites who had come out of captivity some yeartier and re-
turned to Jerusalem, no doubt his concern wasdtr their spiri-
tual and physical well being.

This is a point which often escapes us, if V&nt to be God’s
people, a brotherhood of believers, than we aentire after the
welfare of our brothers and sisters in the Lorthagucted in:

1 Peter 2:17Honour all men. Love the brotherhood (of believers.
Fear God. Honour the king.”

Once Nehemiah had inquired after his peopléerusalem and
their plight had touched his heart this is howésponded:
Nehemiah 1:4 “And it came to pass, when | heard these words,
that | sat down and wept, and mourned certain days| fasted,
and prayed before the God of heaven.”

Nehemiah was living in comfort and luxury budl chot forget
his people but in spirit visited them and lookedmipheir distress
as did Moses in regard to his people during thewetin Egypt
(Acts 7:23) It certainly was not a matter of “oudtsight - out of
mind” for them. | wonder how it is with us in relam to our broth-
ers and sisters in the Lord whom we are not ablasiophysically
because of distance etc. Is our mind so focuseduoselves that
we forget them? Do we “weep and mourn” for our beos and
sisters who find themselves in circumstances natosgenial as
ours, do we even care enough to think about thei&ve you not
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“been there” yourself? Where is our love for thetbren, we are
directed by scriptures to apply that love withoigcdmination -

Love thy neighbour as thyself! Look how Nehemiakpended
when he heard of the plight of his people - histhethood. He
lived in ease and luxury in the court of the King t did not close
his heart to his people - What about your circumsta, have you
become so comfortable and complacent where yos@rgually

and materially wise that you do not have a conéermthers? Or
do you perhaps limit your concern to fit in withuroown per-

ceived needs and desires? Do you love your neightidy when

it suits you?

Should we not instead behave like Nehemialelation to our
brothers and sisters in Christ when we hear or kabtheir situa-
tion or do we behave like the world and say, “I'orry to hear
they are not doing so well” and then continue othaut further
considering them? Is this perhaps one of thosatsius where we
need to “walk in our brother’'s or sister's shoestlaexperience
their life?

Nehemiah did take the plight of his brotherd arsters very se-
riously, indeed we have recorded in scriptureshisble and rev-
erent address to God in Nehemiah 1:5-1And said, | beseech
thee, O Lord God of heaven, the greatd terrible God, that
keepeth covenant and mercy for them tbae Him and observe
His commandment$lLet Thine ear nowe attentive, and Thine
eyes open, that Thou mayest heargteyer of Thy servant, which
| pray before Thee now, day amijht, for the children of Israel
Thy servants, and confess the sahshe children of Israel, which
we have sinned against Thee: bétand my father's house have
sinned.”"We have dealt vergorruptly against Thee, and have not
kept the commandment®r the statutes, nor the judgments, which
Thou commandedsthy servant Mose$Remember, | beseech
Thee, the word thafhou commandedst Thy servant Moses, say-
ing, If ye transgress,will scatter you abroad among the nations:
%But if ye turn untoMe, and keep My commandments, and do
them; though thergvere of you cast out unto the uttermost part of
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the heaven, yetill | gather them from thence, and will bring them
unto the place that | have chosen to set My narmaeeth®Now
these are Thgervants and Thy people, whom Thou hast redeemed
by Thy greapower, and by Thy strong handO Lord, | beseech
thee, lethow Thine ear be attentive to the prayer of Thyanet,

and tothe prayer of Thy servants, who desire to fear mame:

and prosper, | pray Thee, Thy servant this day, andngitam
mercyin the sight of this man”

It strikes me that this prayer is the prayeadfumble man, one
who is willing to acknowledge his covenant God &inslown sin-
fulness. We would do well to take note of the mdtloo form of
this petition to the Almighty Lord God. It start$ with praising
Him for His power and might in much a similar manm@es the
‘model prayer’ taught by our Lord Jesus Christ iatiiew 6.

Nehemiah then briefly states whom (or what)isheetitioning
for and, before he goes further, confesses theo$ins people and
himself. (In the book of Daniel Chapter 9 we cardfa very simi-
lar style of prayer and it would be worthwhile tad it as well)
When | read both Nehemiah’s and Daniel’s prayens Ireminded
of Psalm 24:3-5'Who shall ascend into the hill of therd? or
who shall stand in His holy place? [4] He that hatlean hands,
and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soaoto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully>He shall receive thdlessing from the Lord,
and righteousness from the God of $advation.”

It seems to me that verse 4 above is crucialtccoming before
an all Holy, Almighty God if we seek His answerdar prayers
and it is obvious that Nehemiah thought it esseétti@onfess his
sins and acknowledge the sinfulness of his peogferé stating
his petition.Whilst the prayer of Nehemiah, as shawvscriptures,
is only short we must not take it to mean that @swhis only
prayer. Nehemiah 1:4learly states that hes4t down and wept,
and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed befeesod
of heaven.”We need to consider doing likewise in our prayr li
if we are truly concerned about a situation. A guidp to our
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prayer closet is not the answer although it mag eas conscience
for a short while.

Nehemiah’s prayer is to the point and deal$ whe essentials
of the situation, maybe there is a lesson in thaus too. How of-
ten do we “waffle on” instead of stating the essdsi? This verse
also shows that Nehemiah fasted, and if we lookcaptures we
can gain some insight into the why, how and wherfagting,
which is a subject on its own. (Daniel 9:3, Jo&lZ2:Matthew 6:16
& 18, Luke 2:37, Acts 10:30, 13:3,14:23 and morpamantly the
example of Jesus Himself when He went into the rtldse forty
days and nights - read Luke 4.)

There is so much more that we can draw fronsetmortions of
scripture but it is rather my desire to have yoads upon those
scriptures for yourself and see what the Lord basal to you per-
sonally in this area of prayer and fasting for tleeds of yourself,
your family and your brothers and sisters in Christ

Perhaps the following points may be of asscamm starting
you to consider this often neglected area of brbtHeve keeping

in mind 1 Peter 1:22Seeing ye have purified your souls in obey-

ing the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned loveha brethren,
see that ye love one another with a pure hearefety:”

Points to Ponder.

1] In what way would you show your love when you hear
brother or sister is experiencing hardshigang through
a painful experience?

2] If you were experiencing that hardship or painfxperience
how would you want your brothers and sistenespond to
you?

3] How would you remind yourself to turn to God in ygawhen

you experience disappointment or know ofathmr or sister
who is in that situation?
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May the God of all mercies be merciful to us ,ceslwe consider
the slightly amended prayer of Francis of Assisaymve be in-
struments of His mercy and peace to our brothedssssters be-
cause the walls around our Jerusalem will haveffaecteon them
too. “No man is an island unto himself” is an ol/isg and that
also applies to our relationships in the body ofi€€hYes we do
need to “work out our own salvation with fear amdnbling”
(Philippians 2:12) but it is best done in the settof the brother-
hood of believers where we can both receive and gipport and
also very importantly work together for our own doand the
good of all. We are told to: “exhort one anothedaily, while it is
called Today; lest any of you be hardertbtbugh the deceitful-
ness of sin.’"Hebrews 3:13

As we study Nehemiah’s story we will be ablesée that this is
the manner in which the walls of Jerusalem werdt bud we can
use it as an example for our own re-building.

IR

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, extend pardon;
Where there is doubt, encourage faith;
Where there is despair, give hope;
Where there is darkness, shine light;
Where there is sadness, bring joy.
O, Divine Master, grant | may seek not so much
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.
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Gleanings From Nehemiah.

Chapter 3

The Enemy Within And Without .

In the previous chapter we looked at the fitspsn the rebuild-
ing of the walls of our Jerusalem which was praymit fasting af-
ter recognising the state of our individual spaitatate, our family
or church fellowship, so that we may discern Gatliection for
the rebuilding process. The Lord may use this tohevaiting to
give us a clearer picture of the enemy we will facel need to
overcome to commence and complete the buildingeiralls. As
we walit let us ponder on this:

Isaiah 40:31But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagdllesy shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and nottfain

This portion could also be called “The Two Kalogns” as we
need to recognise that there are two kingdoms, ionbye of them
will we be safe for all eternity, that is the Kirggd of God. Jesus
Himself told us in_John 18:3éhat ‘My kingdom is not othis
world: if My kingdom were of this world, then wouly servants
fight, that | should not be delivered to the Jewst nowis My
kingdom not from hence.He said this in answer to Pilate who
wanted to know if Jesus was King of the Jews.

We also know from scripture that there is aaotkingdom out
of which we have been taken when we were born agadhbe-
came followers of Jesus. Colossians 1¥WBo hath deliveredis
from the power of darkness, and hath translatedhtss the king-
dom of His dear Son:

It is quite clear from this scripture that wave been moved,
taken from one place to another or translated asvéise says;
“into the kingdom of His dear Son” that is Jesusi§€thfrom some
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other kingdom - namely Satan’s kingdom or the komgdof the
world. Scripture makes it quite clear that theretaro kingdoms:
Matthew 6:33But seek ye first th&ingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be addgd you.
Matthew 12:26And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against
himself; how shall thehis kingdom stan®

There are many other scripture verses alsdvéenNew Testa-
ment which speak of these two separate kingdonifpbmow we
will continue to look further at the pattern in tBeok of Nehe-
miah that we spoke of at the beginning of this bdbls a pattern,
| believe, we can apply to our own lives todayNehemiah’s time
in Jerusalem we can also discern two kingdoms,camcepied by
God’s people, the other by those who opposed Guebple - the
same is true today.

Our homes, our families, our fellowships carcbmpared to Je-
rusalem, they are all places where all the peapli, ihopefully,
are God's people, that is they are faithful practcprofessing
Christians, children being brought up in the nwetof the Lord.
Here they live and dwell and all are fully surroeddby enemy
territory, physically and spiritually, the kingdoai the world. In
that worldly kingdom dwell those who desire no garportion in
God'’s kingdom in which we dwell, some will activetppose and
endeavour to destroy the kingdom we live in. Wedrteebuild and
maintain our defences, the walls of our own Jemmsato keep the
enemy without and our people in and safe.

We can learn from Nehemiah to recognise thengnand the
state of our walls, we need to seek God in earaedt fervent
prayer, and wait upon Him, to show us the way t@about build-
ing, repairing and maintaining the walls about Q@rusalem
which is our home, our family, our fellowship, oonwn personal
life in Christ. It is not a task we can afford teghtect or fail in for
the sake of our very souls and those for whom we feen given
a responsibility, either as parents, church elderany other call-
ing in life where we have a teaching/ oversigherol

24



We are our brother’s (and sister’s) keeperGénesis 4:9And
theLord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? Awedsaid, |
know not: Am | my brother's keeperPhe word“keeper” here is
the Hebrew for “Hedge about as with thorns, gugeherally to
protect” | am sure you know the rest of the conatos God had
with Cain and to me it points to our own respongibifor our
brothers and sisters and others in our care. Wymdwvant to hear
your brother’s or sister’s blood cry out unto Gad@od heard that
of Abel, Cain’s brother? You may not cause theiygatal death
but what about their spiritual life — have you cdigt to die?

You may recall that we talked about walls asdpdike fences,
they keep the enemy out, they keep predators argay the sheep
(God’s people) Fences also keep the sheep (Godglglefrom
straying unintentionally into enemy territory. Qfforse we are
speaking of spiritual walls and fences which encasspthe King-
dom of God, not those made of brick, or stone arewietting
which are indicative of our earthly dwelling plac¢ghe Kingdom
of the World. The enemy we deal with, the one wbens around
like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devourpP¢ter 5:8) is
no respecter of man made walls, we need the sgintalls to
fight the good fight to the end, because as sagptalls us in
Ephesians 6:12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against thaers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickednes high
places.”and therefore we need to keep in mind the words Pé-
ter 5:8“Be sober, be vigilant; because yadversary the devil, as
a roaring lion, walketh about, seekimghom he may devour:”

The Enemy Without.
Let us recognise who i¥he Enemy Without” He is Satan, the
adversary of God’s way since the first man wastecehy God.
Satan is not always easily recognised for wleatdally is be-
cause he can come in the form of an “angel of liglaind deceive
us. 2 Corinthians 11:14'And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light.”
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So now it remains for us to recognise what the enemy’s
tactics or weapons, We need to come to God’'s Wwtaktable to
determine those things, it is God's Word which shous the
things that are of God and which are profitabledor eternal life
in Christ Jesus and those things which are not.

Some of the things and persons mentioned ino@&nthians
11:13-15 Ephesians 5:1-8nd_Colossians 3:8<@an be seen as be-
ing ‘The Enemy Without'. Sometimes it is difficulb distance
ourselves from people because they may be ouivedabr people
we meet in the work place. Other tini@se Enemy Without' may
be represented in other areas, i.e. people in shgppalls and
other public places that we may have need to atmithe display
of various goods in those places, magazine andpagyes content.
It is in all these and may other situations that veed to focus
elsewhere by calling to mind Philippians 4:8 whinktructs us to
think of godly or good things as we see or assecidth people
who walk contrary to God’s precepts.

Some may call this judging people but that ¢ being pro-
moted here but rather an adherence to the scriptureiple of
character determination expressed by Jesus Himvbelh He said:
Matthew 7:16*Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather
grapes othorns, or figs of thistles?”

As you read and ponder the following two passagensider
how those things mentioned therein can be broulgbtitainto our
lives by outside influences. ThatThe Enemy Without'!

Ephesians 5:1-%Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear chil-
dren; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loves] and hath
given Himself for us an offering and a sacrificeGod for a sweet
smelling savour. But fornication, and all uncleassgor covet-
ousness, let it not be once named among you, a@snstlc saints;
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jegginwhich are not
convenient: but rather giving of thanks. For thes know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous méuo, is an
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idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom ofr€hand of
God.”

Colossians 3:8-9But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of yowuth. Lie
not one to another, seeing that ye have put ofbltienan with his
deeds;”

In these two passages we see some of the tthagare of the
enemy and against which we need to defend oursbiyvésilding
a wall of faith with the foundation stone beingue€hrist. There
are many more scripture passages in the New Testamiéch tell
us what and who our enemies are and it is agdmesetthat we
need to build and maintain our wall of defence,chihs based on
our adherence to God’'s word, the teachings of @rd land Sav-
iour Jesus Christ and continuing fellowship withr buothers and
sisters in Christ. (Hebrews 10:25)

Satan is very well described in John 8:¥4 are of your father
the devil, and the lusts of your father wél do. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and abode nottie truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketie ahe speaketh of his
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”

The word ‘liar’ used here is translated frora tAreeKpseustes’
meaning ‘falsifier’ and that is what Satan doesrgday to so
many people, he falsifies the Word of God and swisto suit his
own ends. Remember the words he used to Jesus ifoitly days
in the wilderness? The doubt he put in Eve’s mipolu the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil? He is still doihg same today.
Let us instead concentrate on the words of ourdbavi

John 14:6'Jesus saith unto him, | athe way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Fathbuyt by Me’

What a contrast to Satan as shown in John &:d#dus never
forget that!
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The Enemy Within.

Philippians 4:8‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever thingguste whatso-
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are loveliatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtaed if there be
any praise, think on these things.”

In this passage we are exhortedthonk on these things” and
when we look at thé&these things”that we are exhorted tdHink
on” we can see that they are all in opposition to Whia¢ Enemy
Without’ portrays. Our carnal inclination howevegcause of our
Adamic nature, is as in: Jeremiah 17Bhe heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who aamkit?”

...... and that iSThe Enemy Within’

In the passages Ephesians 5:1-5 and Colos8i8+8 we can
see‘The Enemy Without' and if we do not take to heart and live
Philippians 4:8, thosetliings' mentioned in the first two passages
can and will becoméThe Enemy Within’ our hearts. There are
many things, people and circumstances which caanleare the
enemy of our souls - some are very obvious, sudhaasgressing
the directions Jesus has given us through thetsoeg Other
enemies of our souls may not be so obvious sucheadth and
material prosperity, media content (magazines, papars, radio
& television) some areas of education (acquisitbbrknowledge
for knowledge’s sake) you can probably add othergsh to this
list yourself.

If you consider the matter carefully you wideshow The En-
emy Within’ grows and then slowly starts to exhibit pride]gaa-
ies, covetousness etc. | am sure, you can thinkafy other un-
scriptural characteristics which can manifest tgfothese things
even though these things may in themselves novibheBy apply-
ing the scripture passages quoted above, we arallggblacing or
building walls around our own Jerusalem and | ane shat you
can find many other scriptures which can also el der the same
purpose when you apply them to your own circumsanc
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By reading and studying God’s word we will sabscover who
or what the enemies of our souls are. It is ouygrréhat these few
and very inadequate words may nevertheless benoé sise to as-
sist you in seeking the Lord’s direction for théekaeping of your
own “Jerusalem” and those that dwell therein. Yould perhaps
use Nehemiah as an example to do just that by igigdhe scrip-
tures for yourself keeping in mind these questions.

Points to Ponder.

1] How did Nehemiah go about surveying the state eftcity?
See Nehemiah 2:11-1®int: consult & assess)

2] In what ways could you use Nehemiah as a role nmtodel
become a better leader in your family, onjtite or in some
other setting?

3] Do you ever consider how God wants you to deal thiéh
challenges and problems you face?

Our prayer for you is that you will take to hetre words of
scripture:

1 Peter 5:7“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for
you!”

)
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Gleanings From Nehemiah.

Chapter 4

Consultation and Planning.

So far we have looked at just two aspects loditding the walls
of our Jerusalem and to some it may appear thats 4bout time
we got on with the job” so to speak, and startdng, if we did
that we would be like the man referred to_in Luke28-30 For
which of you, intending to build a tower, sittetht downfirst, and
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient risHi it? 29Lest
haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and i$ ableto finish it,
all that behold it begin to mock hifSaying, Thisnan began to
build, and was not able to finish.

We live in a society today which demands thatgs have to be
done right now or perhaps even yesterday and diftencounting
of the cost is done or contemplated - let us ndilkeethat but in-
stead aim to build that which is “fit for the Masseuse”

In any project we undertake there are alwaygaice steps or
procedures that need to be followed to ensure tped for suc-
cess of any project, no matter how great or sméaiére will also
be costs associated with projects we undertakd andreminded
of the words of the hymri] Will Be True To Thee"which por-
trays some of the costs as we commit our way uegasland start
building our walls of faith to protect and strengthour Jerusalem.
As we consider the words of this hymn are we tmwiljing to ap-
ply the words of it to our lives or do we just likee sound of them
in our ears? The cost of following Jesus has castynpeople their
livelihood, and often their very lives, are we @egd to make
such a commitment to build according to His wordfsat our Je-
rusalem will be a place of refuge and safety.
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I will be True to Thee

Fully surrendered Lord divine,

All that I am or have is Thine
Tho'’ it may cost me friends or home.
Cause me in lands afar to roam
Now to the world | bid farewell,
Broken forever its deep spell
I will go with Thee all the way,

All of Thy bidding will obey.
Where Thou leadest me —

| will follow Thee.
Mrs C.H.Morris

03

The project we are considering here is theoragbn of the
walls of our Jerusalem, that is, our home and famaid fellow-
ship or perhaps just your own personal life in €hait this time. In
the ancient world cities were walled for protectitme walls were
also symbols which said something about the inhatst and
caused the ’outsiders’ to form an opinion or vidvoat them. Un-
walled cities merited contempt because it showeatl tte inhabi-
tants were careless about who or what entered titgir walled
cities were seen as significant, as having cohesibhaving the
same standards amongst the inhabitants.

Nehemiah, | am sure, would not have been ablstand the
thought that his Jerusalem, the City of God, wawt have walls
or gates and thus bring reproach on the peopleoaf Gat lived
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therein, besides allowing free access by any enthatychose to
do so. Would you have your home like that? Freessto all and
sundry without restraint? If not, why would youaail your spiri-
tual life to be like that?

Remember we are in a spiritual war as well, @hee need to
keep out the kingdom of Satan and it's influences &ke not talk-
ing just about your physical surroundings but alsar spiritual
surroundings or the Jerusalem you live in - itigtthat we cannot
control those things completely but we can ceryaprevent their
influence on ourselves, our families and fellowship

As we consider the foregoing we can make sgopécations to
our own circumstances by likening the walls of iy td the scrip-
tural standards and practices in our own persofealdur homes
and fellowships. We need to have those walls edeateund our
personal life, our homes, families and fellowshipad in good
shape 24 hours per day, 7 days per week if we ggdfe be true
followers of Jesus Christ. Like the unwalled citesold if we do
not have these scriptural walls ourselves, angratss to be fol-
lowers of Christ, then we too deserve contemptifootir walls of
faith, not just spoken faith but active living faitare kept intact
and in good condition then those walls will be &auk of protec-
tion to all that dwell within those walls and anejpared to accept
the reason for their existence.

Consultation.

We can learn much from Nehemiah and the fiast i3 the con-
sultation process which is an orderly and thoroeggamination of
how well protected our Jerusalem really is, whatestt is in, how
much needs to be fixed and what? We may have llkeesbd’s
people that Nehemiah found in Jerusalem, they aadrred from
exile some years earlier, rebuild the temple, naftesh start with
God and were awaiting the coming of the promisedsvid. But
as time went on and He did not arrive they slippadk, almost
unnoticed at first, into their old pattern of lifmaterialism, old
values - complacency crept in. - As one writer canta. “There
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really was no excuse for this, it was wrong, buhappened to
God'’s people in Zechariah’s time and Nehemiah $awésults.”
(Suggested reading: Book of Ezra.)

We too at some time may have made a committaefdllow
Jesus and now upon re-examination of our lives fivel have
slipped somewhat. Let you and | not ever say; ‘@M, that would
never happen to me, my faith is too strong, my svale o.k.” -
because it does happen and if we are 100% hon#siowiselves
and before God, we can see in our own lives thaewerything is
safe and secure at all times - hence the neectlbailding and re-
pairing the walls of scripture around our own Jaleis.

Part of the consultation process is to deteenwhat needs to be
done and in our aim to build or repair the walloof Jerusalem it
is vital that we consult with our spouse, and whappropriate,
brothers and sisters in Christ, not forgetting rin@st important of
all, prayer and the seeking of scriptural guidance.

We need to examine our surroundings, both physind spiri-
tual to determine the extent of the decay in ouitsyvaow far the
rot has set in and how deep we need to dig totedsksh the right
foundation and Jude 1:Zhows us how:But ye, belovedpuild-
ing up yourselves on your most holy faith, prayingthe Holy
Ghost,” — a faith based on the scriptures. Again we cae tak
example from Nehemiah 2:12-1%And | arose irthe night, | and
some few men with me; neither told | any mdrat my God had
put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither \tlasre any beast
with me, save the beast that | rode upGAnd| went out by night
by the gate of the valley, even before dneggon well, and to the
dung port, and viewed the walls #&grusalem, which were broken
down, and the gates thereof werensumed with firel4Then |
went on to the gate of thfeuntain, and to the king's pool: but
there was no place for tHeeast that was under me to pas3hen
went | up in the nighby the brook, and viewed the wall, and
turned back, and entereby the gate of the valley, and so re-
turned.”

33



The phrasethe gates thereof were consumed with firgn”
Verse 13refers to the apparent practise at that time afreqaer-
ing enemy burning the gates of the invaded city to exase their
domination over the people. Are there any ‘burntegain our
lives, families or fellowship where the enemy hasig andestab-
lished dominion over some part of us, in other \gpb wehave
any besetting sins that we have not dealt withabeijust allowing
continuing dominion over us? Let us not forget themen if they
are unpalatable for us to deal with - we shoultegprefer to be
embarrassed now then be condemned on theDasbecause we
have not dealt with sin.

It is interesting to note that Nehemiah examlittee walls thor-
oughly from the outside looking in so that he cogét a clearer
view of their condition, nor did he have any prabtein looking at
things that most people would rather avoid, thepdekark, dirty
places which we also have in our lives, the pldabas we would
like to keep hidden and rather not deal with beeahgy might
embarrass us.

We should also note that he was not alonesrekamination of
the walls but enlisted the help ‘@& few men”Does this not indi-
cate to us that we too should seek counsel fortdbke ahead?
There is a time when we should seek the help ofboothers in
Christ because we can not always see clearly weatisnto be
done and as scripture has it_in Proverbs 11VWhere no counsel
is, the people fall: but in the multitude obunsellors there is
safety” Proverbs 15:22“Without counselpurposes are disap-
pointed: but in the multitude of counsellahey are established.”
Proverbs 24:6For by wise counsel thoshalt make thy war: and
in multitude of counsellors theresafety.”

Those words written over two thousand years agostlleas
valid today as then and should be of great comiortts when we
seek counsel - seeking counsel is not an admisdiareakness or
inadequacy but rather one of strength in that veepaepared to
open up our circumstances to others for their viang comments
- most of us do not like to open ourselves in thanner because
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of pride, reliance on self or whatever excuse wey itienk we
have, but to succeed in God's ways we need to db th fact
scripture teaches us to do this through being ateou
able/submitting one to another: 1 Peter ‘G:fkewise, ye younger,
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of y@subject one to
another, and be clothed with humility: for God s#eth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humbleahd also: Hebrews 13:IDbey
them that have the rule over you, and submit yduese for they
watch for your souls, as they that must give actdhat they may
do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is urgditable for you.”

Offcourse we would expect that those from wha seek
counsel would keep our confidences as we shoutdkaep theirs.

Like Nehemiah we need to see what is to be @wmehow we
must go about it, whether the old foundation waha, and what
there is of the old materials that can be of ussoddwork is likely
to be well done when it is first well considerefdydu would build
up the walls of your Jerusalem first take noticetlsd ruins of
those walls and see what needs restoration, antmdnaserve as
itis.

Perhaps it may be of benefit to you to writevddhe things that
you see as being in need of restoration or rem&wahat you may
keep a check on the progress of your building. Aod't forget to
enlist the help of your family and/or likemindedbtirers and sis-
ters in Christ - it is quite possible that they ns@e things you do
not or they may be able to share some of their rexpees with
you that may be of assistance and not forgettiegntiost impor-
tant of all - prayer for discernment and direction.

May the Lord bless each of you as you seekwHllsn rebuild-
ing the walls of your Jerusalem.

03
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Planning.

The second part of the process is the planriges- that is the
making of a determination of how we are going toalpout the
task at hand and the allocation of the work thdt have to be
done. Once more we turn to Nehemiah to providexamele we
can use in our plan of rebuilding the walls of darusalem.
Nehemiah 2:17-20Then said | unto them, Ye see the distress that
we are in, howderusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire:come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem,
that we be nanore a reproachisThen | told them of the hand of
my Godwhich was good upon me; as also the king's wordslta
had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up ald. 50
theystrengthened their hands for this good wéfBut whenSan-
ballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, thendonite,and
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us tonsandde-
spised us, and said, What is this thing that ye ddPye rebel
against the king?°Then answered | them, and said unto th€Ehg
God of heaven, He will prosper us; therefore we $tisvantswill
arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor righgr memorial,
in Jerusalem.”

Nehemiah disclosed his plans obviously in saclkay that he
was able to convince the people of the need far tuoperation,
he did not say “this is my idea and | want you ¢oadpng with it”
How often do we act like that instead of followiNghemiah’s ex-
ample in drawing the peoples attention to the sanawhich af-
fected them, then he shared with them what Godplddnto his
heart.“He exhorted them in a friendliprotherly way and he ex-
cited them to join with him in the worKkMatthew Henry’s Com-
mentary) It is the way we too should encourageehmsose help
we are seeking and whose good we have at heartn Whehave
done that we will most likely have the support veea to carry out
the rebuilding. In family situations there are tworiptures that
come to mind as to how this should be accompliskedt, by the
husband in his relationship with his wife, with feness and love
as portrayed in:
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Ephesians 5:25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave Himself forat)d as a father to his
children, also with love and gentleness as showgimhesians 6:4
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrabhkt bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
and_Colossians 3:2Fathers, provoke not your children to anger,
lest they be discouraged.”

In fellowship settings we would consider therds of instruc-
tion in 1 Peter 5:30 be an applicable standard.ikKewise, ye
younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. é#af you be sub-
ject one to another, and be clothed with humility: God resisteth
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”

We also need to be aware that once we disclasplans the en-
emy too will know of them and endeavour to opposeas also
happened to Nehemiah (verse 19) and we can haveathe an-
swer as Nehemiah did;Then answered | them, and said unto
them, The God of heaven, He will prosper us; tloeeefve His
servants will arise and build: but ye have no pamti nor right,
nor memorial, in Jerusalem.”

Satan and those who belong to his kingdomindleed have no
portion, nor right, nor memorial either in our Jaalem or the
heavenly Jerusalem. Revelation 21 describes the tio}, the
New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from Gall\arse
27 describes what and who will not enter it, tisathey will have
“no portion, nor right, nor memorial in JerusalenN¢hemiah2:20)
Revelation 21:2°And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that defileth,neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh
a lie: butthey which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Let us therefore be encouraged in our prayerfasithg, in con-
sultation and planning as we seek God’s ways ferdbuilding of
our own Jerusalem. Jeremiah 6!Thus saith thé_.ord, Stand ye
in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paitigre is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rést your souls. But
they said, We will not walk thereinl’et us not be like these peo-
ple whom Jeremiah spoke to and refuse to wallkhe good way”
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but instead vow thatWe will walktherein” (the old paths, the
good way)y stirring up (encouraging) ourselves and otherthat
which is good and God honouring.

May the following questions stimulate you amt@urage you
to consult and plan for the rebuilding of the walfsyour own Je-
rusalem.

Points to Ponder.

1] What do you think prevents you from asking ashfer help
when you need it?

2] Do you think you would be willing to depend marethe help
of other believers?

3] Would you help a friend with a problem or ditfitsituation
they are facing?

4] How can you learn to depend more on God anavailbers to
help you face the challenges in your life?

2y
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Gleanings From Nehemiah.

Chapter 5

Co-operative Construction. - Part 1.

Previously we looked at Nehemiah chapters 1t& &eek some
guidance and insight into how to apply ourselvesemognizing
the enemy within and without and planning the cats$ion of the
walls of our own Jerusalem. The walls we need tidbwill be
both spiritual defences and physical barriers tardwur hearts,
our homes and our fellowship. Proverbs 4'R&ep thyheart with
all diligence; for out of it are the issues of lif&KJV. Another
translation says it this wayAbove all else, guard youneart, for
it is the wellspring of life.”and it says this | believe in support of
the warning in_Matthew 15:19or out of the hearproceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefédse witness,
blasphemies:”

We pray that as we proceed to build our wailkg these scrip-
tures will be seen of paramount importance to aghat what we
will do will come from our heart and be godly irl akpects. May
we build for His honour and glory, for the estalireent of His
kingdom in our own hearts, our families, our felkiwp and the
world around us.

The title Co-operative Construction given tdstbhapter con-
veys that which we see when we read chapters DfdN@hemiah.
Yes, we could construct or build on our own but howch easier
is the task when others are there willing to held ancourage us
and we, on our part, willing to receive such hélpere will off-
course be those who will endeavour to obstructooilding, either
by word or deed perhaps, or by just straight out-o@-operation,
as was the case in Nehemiah'’s time. Let us begiredging Ne-
hemiah 3 and note some of the lessons that we eamdouraged
by as we build.
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Once the people had the plans explained to tiew resolved
to start immediately, they did not put of till tomow what could
be done today. They exhibited a zeal for God arsdkitigdom and
in their work were an encouragement to others,@asam be when
we exhibit the same zeal. As we read this chaptenete that all
the people, except for a few, participated in thask, each family
made repairs by their own house as well as helpirggher areas.
The participants were from all walks of life andtgins, including
women, so let us not be exclusive in building, veedall the help
we can get in the physical sense, but also inpivéwsl, and those
that are not able to physically participate can Sp@itual co-
workers through prayer. Then it can truly be call€d-operative
Construction”.

They did not proceed haphazardly by doingtke ltiit here and a
little bit there, they worked in an orderly fashiand those of you
who have undertaking any building of any sort vikilow that
there is an order to the way you proceed to finigtwith the cor-
rect results as per blueprint or other plan. Adpeite a few years in
the building industry | never did see or hear cluacessful build-
ing project where the ceiling was the first thingt in place. Per-
haps the sisters can relate this to their homeslaind other tasks.
One generally peels/cleans the vegetables befaskirap them,
you do not iron the clothes and then put them tijinailhe washing
machine. The people in this chapter started inpdaee, went right
around the walls, repaired as they found the be=aend ended
where they began. This can be briefly summarisedobsws:
They repaired starting dff From the sheep-gate to the fish-gate
(Neh.3:1-2).2] Thence to the old-gate (Neh.3:3-8). Thence to
the valley-gate (Neh.3:6-12)4] Thence to the dung-gate
(Neh.3:13-14)5] Thence to the gate of the fountain (Neh.3:15).
6] Thence to the water-gate (Neh.3:16-28)Thence by the horse-
gate to the sheep-gate again, where they began3i®é32), and
so they brought their work round the city.
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By doing things in order and keeping your eged ears open
you will not miss anything, God instructed His pkom the Old
Testament many times to do certain things and Meyd pre-
scribed the order in which they were to do themvads never hap-
hazard and when carried out as He instructed thdtsebenefited
the people. We too can learn from that and perkfagsis part of
the “old paths” mentioned in Jeremiah 6:16 with ethive con-
cluded chapter 4.

As in our own lives, opposition will be founa and to some of
our projects, sometimes from within our own fanslend fellow-
ships and sometimes from without. As we read Chaptef Ne-
hemiah we can observe that, as the building pregtethe build-
ers were mocked by their enemies, some of whom wrera
among their own people, they did not answer orliegéabut in-
stead prayed to God and got on with the job asees mlso to do.
We must have an expectation of opposition so tleatan be pre-
pared and not be caught unawares or unpreparedofjesition
can be both spiritual and physical. Let us rementhghnesians
6:12 “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, lgainst
principalities, against powers, against the rulefshedarkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in higlaces.We need to
realise that those who oppose the Kingdom of Gatlthose that
labour therein may also use physical tactics tadririhe work but
we are admonished in 2 Corinthians 10:36r though we walk
in the flesh, we do not war after thesh:4For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, bumighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holdsCasting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exaltetlitself against the knowledge of God,”

We can see in Chapter 4 that the builders wdieuled (verses
2-3) but the people had a mind to work (versel@®ytprayed and
kept at the job. We can expect ridicule for oundtaut let us pray
to the Almighty and keep to the job at hand. Beeahe ridicule
did not work the enemy took to other tactics araiftstl a scare
campaign, they threatened physical attacks, algded to intimi-
date and stop the builders. Let us not fool oueselor the next
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generation, scare tactics are being used againdis @eople to-

day, intimidation by way of lawsuits, governmergitdation etc. is

increasingly being used against God’s people toédmysical at-

tacks against God’s people are a reality today amyrparts of the
world, all these things are increasing daily and may be sub-

jected to them as well at some time or other. Yay mot suffer

all or any of these things in the country or cityptace where you
live at this time but there are many places whieese things are a
reality to those that live there and we should ndédecomplacent
and think that it will never happen to us. The Landy call some

to the mission field where these things are a datife or He may

allow persecution to come into our lives — we apé immune to

these things.

We must be prepared for these things todayebenh more ur-
gent, | believe, is the need to prepare our yowsmple, the next
generation, for these things. One only has to labkhe various
forms of legislation that are effective in othemuntries, and per-
haps your own, which are designed to limiting thelders of
God’s Kingdom through incarceration in jail or eviey causing
their death. We need to learn from Nehemiah, franptires and
history to be prepared and arm ourselves for nét thre battle
that is already upon us, but also one that wikmsify as the com-
ing of our Lord and Saviour draws nearer each dghemiah
Chapter 4 tells us that the builders armed theraseltheir weap-
ons were physical but ours need to be scripturdl fan that we
turn to the admonitions in the New Testament:

2 Corinthians 10:3-5For though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war after the flesh4(For the weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal, but mighty through God to the pulling dowrsttbng holds ;)
SCasting down imaginations, and every high thing #»alteth it-
self against the knowledge of God, and bringing inaptivity
every thought to the obedience of Chrisdrid:

Ephesians 6:10-18Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of His mighttPut on the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wileb®fievil.12For we

42



wrestle not against flesh and blood, but againsh@palities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darknefsthis world,
against spiritual wickedness in high placEVherefore take unto
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be abMitbstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stakibtand therefore, hav-
ing your loins girt about with truth, and having time breastplate
of righteousnesst>And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peacet®Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery dartshed wicked’And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword ofSpgit, which is
the word of God28Praying always with all prayer and supplica-
tion in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with gkrseverance
and supplication for all saints;”

What a blessing these words can be to us ibutd¢ake them to
heart. No doubt you have read this portion of sarggmany times
and heard others speak on it. Each time | lookigt more and
more of God’s will for our conduct in the world évident, espe-
cially as we look at in the context of the building the walls
around our own Jerusalem. Yes, this passage issfas individu-
als, but it also points us to the title of this segge of cooperation.

In verse 18 we are instructed not just to watehfor ourselves
but for all the saints, that is our brothers aredess in Christ, our
co-labourers in the Kingdom of God. Let us not &irgither that
as our children come to the age of accountabiliig @aommit
themselves to Lordship of Jesus Christ that theyate our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ and co-labourers in timgd#om. Are we
training them up to become wall builders and de¢esaf the faith
from an early age, are we teaching them to putespiritual and
physical barriers needed to become inheritors@kimgdom?

This message is not just aimed to draw ounatte to our fami-
lies, even though they are of prime importance neMehemiah
acknowledged that in Nehemiah 4:3hd | looked,and rose up,
and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, anthérest of the
people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember ltbhed, which is
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great and terrible, and fight for your brethreygur sons, and your
daughters, your wives, and your housdsiit he also made an ac-
knowledgement of the need for the brotherhood tarbeed even
though distance separated them, as it does many iofa very se-
rious physical way. Nehemiah. 4:19-28nd | said unto the no-
bles, and to the rulers, and to thest of the people, the work is
great and large, and we aeparated upon the wall, one far from
another.20In whatplace therefore ye hear the sound of the trum-
pet, resort ye thitheunto us: our God shall fight for us

Are we prepared, are we willing to “sound themntpet” and
rally our brothers and sisters to our side to hedprebuild our
walls, will we rally to them when they “sound thrarpet” in their
time of need in rebuilding their walls? Our God lshadeed fight
for us but we also need to stand shoulder to skeouldthe battle
for our very souls and the souls of those placeslincare.

May the Lord bless and protect all those whootla in the
building of His kingdom.

Galatians 6:9And let us not be wearin well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

5y
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Gleanings From Nehemiah.

Chapter 6

Co-operative Construction - Part 2

We closed the previous chapter with the encamant from
Galatians 6:9°And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.”

It must seem to many non-believers that theisGian way is
wearisome because of the continual attention tlesids to be
given to the Word of God and the inward and outwexgression
of it in our life. But for those that have becomerrb again the
journey need not be wearisome as we keep in miagtize that
will be ours at journey’s end - the crown of rightisness that will
result from us keeping our covenant with God toresddim and
only Him all the days of our lives.

As we continue our gleanings from Nehemiah @rap5 & 6
we can see that the people of that time, even alittheir enthusi-
asm and dedication, may very well have needed ¢oweage each
other with similar words contained in Galatians.@r9all groups
of people that profess a common purpose it is nobonmon that
there will be those with somewhat different opirspsome may
even actively oppose the aims of the majority efdghoup.
Nehemiah 3:5And next unto them thigekoites repaired; but their
nobles put not their necks to the woiffkheir Lord.”)

In Nehemiah 5 we can observe this not unust@ireence of an
apparent common purpose but not unity. All those lilred in and
near Jerusalem served the same king, all wantixketon and near
the city, all wanted to make a living and provide their family,
but not all agreed with the rebuilding of the wallsd the changing
conditions that that would entail as can be seethbyactions of
Sanballat and his supporters. These people didvant to be part
of the 'Co-operative Construction’ in progress hesathey saw
that their lifestyle could be affected. There wetkers who were
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part of the “Jewish brethren” but did not deal wthieir own breth-
ren in a God honouring way. They used their reteiop with
their brethren for their own gain:

Nehemiah 5:1-5And there was a great cry of the people and of
their wives against their brethren the JewiSor there were that
said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are mangtefore we
take up corn for them, that we may eat, and i®me also there
were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vimsyaand
houses, that we might buy corn, because of theluédhere were
also that said: We have borrowed money for the'kitrgoute, and
that upon our lands and vineyards‘et now our flesh is as the
flesh of our brethren, our children as their chiédr and, lo, we
bring into bondage our sons and our daughters tedwants, and
some of our daughters are brought unto bondageadliyeneither
is it in our power to redeem them; for other mewéhaur lands
and vineyards.”

When it comes to our own families and fellovpshapparent
common purpose but not unity can also occur. Thaltedbe those
that do not want to co-operate, they may resistany but still
have an outward appearance of compliance to whetsn® be re-
build or maintained - whether that be doctrinauess or church
standards - or they may actively resist and thuseainrest and
even division, they may even use their brothers sasters to gain
what they want. Those whom are in positions of éeslaip or au-
thority, (fathers and mothers, church elders eteed to be on the
lookout for this sort of behaviour. (We could prblyaapply this
to those in all areas of authority or responsijililVve may see this
happening ourselves but it is equally importanbéoopen to lis-
tening to others so these things can be recogmisddealt with:
Nehemiah 5:6°And | was very angry when | heard their ayd
these words.”

In the verses following this you will note tHdéhemiah did not
act hastily and nor should we. Proverbs 29:3@est thou anan
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that is hasty in his words? There is more hope ébda thanof

him.” He gave the matter serious thought and then mébtthat of-

fenders, showed them their error, challenged tt@mmmitment to
God’s way, and where necessary required them toemegtitu-
tion, finally he required an oath (agreement) frtvam that they
would keep the promises made. Sounds a lot likedghehing of
Jesus in Matthew 18:15-17 about an erring brotbesdt not?

Another important point here that is drawn to attention is
that Nehemiah also displayed the leadership at&ibtileading by
example. He was not one of those who lived by e as | say”
rule but by the “Do as | do” rule and we shoulddal that model
of leadership if we desire to have unity of purpdsam sure that
most, if not all, parents and others in leadersegise the truth of
leading by example and how much easier it is to/tleach others
by this method. Even the world’s psychologists and-believers
acknowledge that example is far more effective asaming
method then any verbal instructions.

In all probability Nehemiah lived in luxuriossandards at the
court of King Artaxerxes before he came to Jerusdbeit Nehe-
miah was a man prepared to do with little to gauncin Here he
showed himself to be most hospitable, one could akdl him
compassionate, caring, generous. The lesson foofathose who
seek or are in leadership would be not to seekaggjfandizement
but to serve the people who have been put in tasg. Nehemiah
displays admirable qualities indeed, ones that welavdo well to
emulate. Serving others rather then serving selfilshbe our aim.
Jesus Christ Himself set the standard for leadersd@rvanthood
in the New Testament when He said to His disciplesin 13:14-
16 “If | then, your Lord and Master, have washed yaet;f ye
also ought to wash one another's féétor | have given yowan
example, that ye should do as | have done to ¥¥ferily, verily, |
say unto you: The servant is not greater than bid;Ineither he
that is sent greater than he that sent him.”
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Whose feet are we prepared to wash? | do nowvkih Nehe-
miah washed anyone’s feet but from the followingses we can
see that he lived a humble lifestyle, he did natelhimself above
his people, he served them as we should serve filased in our
care, and not only those, but our brothers anrsisi® well. But let
us not stop there, let us be servants to all whwarLbrd brings us
into contact with for then and then only are wepldiging the char-
acteristics our Lord requires of us as His follosver

Let us see how Nehemiah behaved:

Nehemiah 5:14-19'Moreover from the time that | was appointed
to be their governor in the land of Judah, from thentieth year
even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerttesking, that is,
twelve years, | and my brethren have not eatenbtiead of the
governor. 15But the former governors that had been before me
were chargeable unto the people, and had takeheshtbread and
wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, eveir gegrvants bare
rule over the people: but so did not I, becaustheffear of God.
16Yea, also | continued in the work of this wall,ther bought we
any land: and all my servants were gathered thitlnaio the work.
1"Moreover there were at my table an hundred any diftthe Jews
and rulers, beside those that came unto us fromngntite heathen
that are about usi8Now that which was prepared for me daily was
one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were pexpéor me, and
once in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yetdib this required
not | the bread of the governor, because the boadags heavy
upon this peoplefThink upon me, my God, for good, according to
all that | have done for this people.”

Please note verse 15 where Nehemiah state$i¢hdid those
things “because of the fear of God” The expressisad by Ne-
hemiah here is from the Hebrew wdyitah’ meaning moral rev-
erence, exceedingly so, to the stage of fear. d ¢®ncept that is
repeated throughout scriptures especially in thé T¢stament,
Nehemiah would have been well acquainted with treept. It is
also repeated often in the Psalms and Proverbsoftwpoted ref-
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erences are Psalm 147:1The Lord taketh pleasure in thetmat
fear Him, in those that hope in His mercwafid Proverbs 1:7The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: fmdls despise
wisdom and instruction.”

It would serve us well indeed if we sought iteelour lives in
“The fear of the Lord’and that offcourse would translate to those
who have been or will be placed in our care fotumerin the ways
of God (not the ways of the world). We can findagrencourage-
ment from scriptures knowing that if we walk in Higord the
work we are engaged in for His kingdom will prosper
Psalm 1:1-4Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, sibeth in the
seat of the scornfutBut his delight is in the law of the Lord; and
in His law doth he meditate day and nigi&nd he shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringé&hth his fruit in
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and tgbaver he doeth
shall prosper.”

Nehemiah seems to be a man that took the adimonn this
Psalm to heart and we should do no less if we wiaatwalls
around our Jerusalem to be a strong tower agaimestenhemy
within and without:_Proverbs 18:10’he name of the Lord is a
strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, ancéde.”

Nevertheless we should never let down our glbachuse the
enemy will continue to probe our defences and seeakploit our
weaknesses as he did in Nehemiah’s time and has kis first
victory in the Garden of Eden. Because of Sataeisadis nature
he will use any means to unsettle us in our detstitn to estab-
lish the walls around our Jerusalem and providafa baven for
those who seek refuge therein. We can see in Neltrechapter 6
how different people were used in an attempt tealisage, in-
timidate, threaten and otherwise disrupt the work.

Firstly Sanballat and Geshem wanted to meeteMé&h away
from Jerusalem on their own territory for a “dissios” (verses 3-

49



4) and Nehemiah’s reply was that he was too busyding to the
work at hand to leave and have it come to a stdihdeey were
persistent however and tried that tactic four tintdsw often do
the things of the world entice us away from thed®mwork in a
similar manner when the only intent is to halt wwk in progress.
Is your faith strong enough not to be drawn awaynfiGod’s pur-
pose by what may seem a reasonable request onadtow is
your determination to follow the Lord God? How isuy will
power? | will not submit to anyone but my Jesus awl follow
His way - that is the only and best will power viiosld have.

When soft words failed, the unsubstantiatedawrs and veiled
threats began — (verses 5-8) but Nehemiah wasrdiegeand re-
sponded with a cry to God - verse 9. We must bearesl for a
similar situation as we start to build our wallspecially as we
leave an unscriptural setting that we may be ifollow the scrip-
tures in spirit and in truth. John 4:2&od is a Spirit: andthey
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit andtmath.”

It will most likely be family and those whom wmunted as
friends that will act this way because they canmaderstand why
we would want to leave what they see as a comfieriahy of life
for the demands of scriptural Christianity. Luke:3I1253 “Sup-
pose ye that | am come to give peace on earthPyde, Nay; but
rather division: 52For from henceforth there shall Heve in one
house divided, three against two, and two agaimste.>3The fa-
ther shall be divided against the son, and slea against the fa-
ther; the mother against the daughter, and taighter against
the mother; the mother in law against ldaughter in law, and the
daughter in law against her motherlaw.”

As we read the following portion of Nehemiah&és ways are
shown to us: Nehemiah 6:10-fAfterward I came unto the house
of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was shut
up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the
temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to
slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. 11And T said,
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Should such a man as I flee? and who s there, that, being as 1 am,
would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in. 12And, lo, I
perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this
prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.
13Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin,
and hat they might have matter for an evil report, that they might re-
proach me. “My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat ac-
cording to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the
rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear.”

Here the ways of Satan are shown to us, he esed a person
Nehemiah had reason to believe was on his sidar(&hé) to en-
tice him to sin and thus allow the enemy to repnolitn. Using
the discernment granted to Him by the Lord, as ibius, he saw
through the enemy’s wiles and did not fall intoithteap but in-
stead put them in God’s hands through prayer aare/¢old to do
in Matthew 5:44“But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them thatcurse you, do good to them that hate you, and foay
themwhich despitefully use you, and persecute you;”

Despite the opposition, determined though iswhae job was
completed and verse 16 is one of great encouragentkred,;
Nehemiah 6:16And it came to pass, that when all our enemies
heard thereof, and all the heathen that were ahaussaw these
things, they were much cast down in their own efasthey per-
ceived that this work was wrought of our Go&.bu mayrecall
that Psalm 147:puts it this way:The Lord doth build up Jerusa-
lem: He gathereth together the outcasts of Isradlid perhaps
David had this occasion in mind when he wrote theseds and
we would do well indeed to remember that asla®ur in the
Lord’s vineyard — HE is the master builder!

Once again it is our earnest prayer that yoy fgkean’ from
Nehemiah some of the wealth that is there for theeem but
seek the Truth. May it encourage each of us taleowon those
gleanings as the Lord leads each in our own cirtamess.
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Points to Ponder.

1] In what manner could you be more open and seasibi
God's leading in your life?

2] How can you strengthen your commitment to thpaasibili-
ties that God has given you?

3] How would you prepare yourself for the next tismeneone
tried influence you through intimidation@motional black
mail you?

4] How would you nurture your children so that thalf be able
to deal with the issues raised]A

Dear Lord strengthen us day by day in Your wdaet. the light
of Your Holy Spirit illuminate our hearts so thaewnay become
what You ask us to be and created us to be. Giaehusmbleness
of heart, a tenderness of feeling especially whenhave to deal
with those whom You have put in our care. Give osrage,
strength and determination to stay faithful to g no matter
what life brings our way.

You, precious Saviour, gave Yourself for us tivat might live.
Help us to appreciate that gift beyond compare l@ndavorthy to
be called by Your name.

IR
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Gleanings from Nehemiah .

Chapter 7.

Completed but not Complacent.

Over a period of a few months | was fortunateugh to be able
to observe the construction of a new supermarkegronnd that
was partially occupied by a shop, an old home,ousritrees and,
as with all vacant suburban lots, a substantialuarnof rubbish.
Now the shop had been a thriving concern, the hotoapied by a
family, some of the trees were fruit trees butlitnas demolished
and disposed of with the rubbish to make way foeew building
because none of the things that were there welewéfit to the
new owner - they were all un-productive.

As | watched the development there were a numobkessons |
drew from it in comparison to my own spiritual demment or
growth in faith in God, and Nehemiah’s rebuildirfgloe walls of
Jerusalem.

Many years ago my soul was like that portioteot, it was oc-
cupied and thriving, it had some fruit trees prodgdruit, there
was also lots of rubbish and as a result my Jexosalias not
guarded but open to the influences of the worldciwhs Satan’s
kingdom. As a matter of fact the teachings of teaamination of
which | was an active member taught that as longnaswas bap-
tised in their particular concept of church and twalong with
their teachings (works salvation) that one’s afriaahe heavenly
Jerusalem was pretty well guaranteed. Oh! The diecepf that
until my eyes were directed to the Scriptures! Thame the “re-
development” - the new birth that our Lord and $avitold us we
have to experience before we can enter His Kingddohn 3:3)
Now the things that occupied my soul, my mind, tfiegs | had
built there, the trees that | had allowed to grberé, these things |
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realised were in need of refurbishment, replanéind pruning, the
rubbish, of which there was much, had to go arhg taken time,
as the building of the supermarket has done. Ircise of the su-
permarket building there is an end to its constoncbut the resto-
ration and the building of God’s ways in my souly meart and
mind is an ongoing process.
Nehemiah found Jerusalem to be occupied wittplge busi-

nesses and rubbish and no doubt there was a ldeansing and
clearing before the walls could be rebuilt.

Now the task of building the supermarket hasnbeompleted,
the construction crews are gone, but the ownepisamplacent,
they know that the building may be new, attractiveheir eyes
and the eyes of passersby, but it will not drawrthe unless it is
stocked with what people desire to have. Therelalle to be ad-
vertising. There will have to be ongoing maintereat@ not only
keep it stocked, but to keep the building in goegdair and pleas-
ing to the eye and secure from intruders. Statingound a bit
like Nehemiah’s Jerusalem and our Christian walk.

When we claim to have become Christians we mayeh
changed the outside, the way we dress, speak, bekide may
have demolished those things that occupied outdiedeaned the
rubbish (past sin) out of our lives, but do we hake inside
stocked with the fruits of the Spirit, those thingst will draw
people to desire what we have? What form of adsiagi (evan-
gelism) do we use to draw people? What programlghibad-
ing/study, fellowship) do we have in place, whatedeaination
have we made to maintain the new building, (prayet praise to
God) to keep it stocked with spiritual fruit forhetrs to partake of?
(studying and living the Word of God).

What precautions have we taken to keep ounidiets? (stead-
fastness to doctrine and scriptural standards). Wgming to be
in charge and oversee all this? (appointing eld&rshemiah faced
the same questions when the walls of his Jerusalene com-
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pleted. However, he did not behave like those whaddbtheir
place of business and say, “Well | have a nice bevding, it
looks real good, now the people will come” and tlsgnback in
complacency and wonder why no-one comes.

Why should they? The building is just an ensgitgll with noth-
ing to offer and the only ones who will come aresth bent on de-
struction and the place will look worse then bef@ed so it could
be with our spiritual life if we do not fill the mebuilding with the
things of God. A failure to fill the newly cleansedul with new
life in Jesus Christ could result in what is soidiy described in
Matthew 12:43-45
“When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, hiketia through
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth noti€hen he saith, | will
return into my house from whence | came out; anérnwhe is
come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnishd@ten goeth he,
and taketh with himself seven other spirits moreked than him-
self, and they enter in and dwell there: and thet lstate of that
man is worse than the first. Even so shall it beoalinto this
wicked generation.”

This is not intended to say that we are fikeith demons that
have to be cast out in the first instance but itrpgs that if we
empty ourselves of sin and do not fill up with fm@wver from on
high. Luke 24:49'And, behold, | send the promise of My Father
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalemtiluye be endued
with power from on high.(the promise and gift of the Holy Spirit
is described hejethen we are very likely to fall deeper into sin
thinking that because we cast it out once we caih a@gain.

Nehemiah saw the construction phase complaietidowas not
complacent. Let us now then look at chapters 78afiNehemiah
and see what we can glean for our own lives andites of our
families and fellowships in this area of seeing Wk completed
but not being complacent.

In co-operation with the likeminded occuparftshe Jerusalem,
that he cared so much for, Nehemiah had seen bddimg of the
walls completed, gates were installed so that &lweaduld be kept
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on the comings and goings of those who dwelt thebeit also
those that sought entry - either for legitimatesoee or otherwise.

Nehemiah 7:1-Z After the wall had been rebuilt and | had set the

doors in place, the gatekeepers and the singersthadLevites

were appointed?l put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani,

along with Hananiah the commander of the citadelcaduse he
was a man of integrity and feared God more thantmmes do.”

As we read these verses let us take note edlyecf verse 2.
Nehemiah put people in charge that he personaktyvkihe did not
employ someone from outside that he did not knod/the quali-
fication was: because he was a man of integrity and fedsed
more than most men doThis same standard is one we ought
apply to anyone that we allow to teach, instrucgwide our fami-
lies and fellowship. We need people of Godly chimaand dem-
onstrated faith in Christ Jesus for these positiertie New Tes-
tament talks about the qualifications for eldershi@ church, why
should we not apply those same or similar stand&rdsose that
have an input into our families? They are stand#nds men, as
the heads of the homes, could and should, | belegwaly to them-
selves if we want to raise up Godly people withim own house-
hold. This does not show a complacent attituderailter a deter-
mination to seek the tried and true and the besthe good of
those who will dwell in our Jerusalem and ultimatier the glory
of the Most High God.

Verse 3 shows Nehemiah giving instructions albloe conduct
of those that were present in Jerusalem at tha, ttdnd | said
unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opengldthe sun
be hot; and while they stand by, let them shutdibers, and bar
them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants ofiSalem, every
one in his watch, and every one to be over agdiisshouse
The Hebrew word used forwatches” and “watch” denotesto
safeguard, to be diligent in one’s duties of guagdand | am sure
we can all relate to the meaning of those wordsy Wivas neces-
sary to do this is told us in the next verse: Nelabn7:4“Now the
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city was large and great: but the people were fieerein, and the
houses were not builded.”

There are a couple of areas of interest to usasdlverses that
we could apply to our own Jerusalem, which hasiptsly been
described as a picture of our personal life, ourili@as or our fel-
lowships. Firstly, the gates were not to be opandd the sun was
hot, in other words it implies that no-one couldegror leave ex-
cept in daylight when they could be seen and theivities moni-
tored. Secondly no-one was overburdened by hawngvdtch
more then one place at a time but each to beer‘ against his
house” In other words this is first and foremost an intma of
individual responsibility which is practised in therporate setting
of family, community, and fellowship but at the satime benefits
those groups as a whole. We are not to be indilistica(selfish)
in our attitudes but consider the good of othersas in line with
the teachings of Jesus HimseliL.ove thy neighbour afyself.”

We can also see in these few scriptures thatgiird was
posted when there were but few people in Jerusademyhether
we live on our own as a single person, a newly m@arcouple,
childless couple or have a very small fellowshig guard needs
to be in place so that there will be no intrudefsowcan make
themselves at home and settle in so nicely th#tegsreside in our
Jerusalem (our hearts, homes, fellowships) thelyewéntually not
be noticed as being the enemy because they hawenbegart of
the scenery. And that is so much like us as indiaisl allowing the
“little foxes” to come in and spoil the vines.

Some years ago we had neighbours who werée ‘@ofanimals,
one day they told us of a fox cub that had come their house
yard and was playing with their dog and cat, theyntl it so nice
and cute that they could not bring themselves torgk of it.
Against good advise and warnings that the litthe Woould grow
up and take their chickens they enjoyed the liitbes playtime
with their animals for some weeks, then one mornimgy woke
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up to find that all their chickens, quite a numbead been killed
by the “little fox” - you see they had become coawgnt, they
thought their fences (walls) around their chickermmsild keep the
little fox out, but it had become part of the sagnehey had in-
vited it in and allowed it to remain in their livasgrew in size and
appetite, now it was the instrument of destruction.

May we never allow “little foxes” to dwell in oWerusalem for
our destruction. We can and must prevent it byipgst “watch”,
as Nehemiah did, for the salvation of our own smd the souls of
those entrusted to our care.

Nehemiah also wanted to see Jerusalem populasetwould
dare say, we would our families and fellowshipse Haying that
“there is safety in numbers” was obviously someghiehemiah
understood and hence we see in the remainder pterthaa list of
the names of those that had returned from captiviigved if you
like from the hands of the enemy. Is that not tinesothat we
would want to have in our families and fellowshigsthat not the
commission or call that we are all desiring toif@lfAre your fam-
ily members named in your records of those thatsareed from
the enemy? Are the participants in your fellowshigsned and
registered as saved from the enemy? Are their namiten in the
Book of Life? Most importantly are you?

The noted bible commentatbtatthew Henryin his “Concise
Commentary on the Biblehas this to say about this portion of
scripture: “Nehemiah knew that the safety of a,citgder God,
depends more upon the inhabitants than upon its.vi&alerygood
gift and every good work are from above. (Jameg)1dodgives
knowledge, He gives grace; all is of Him, and thene all must be
to Him. What is done by human prudence musaseibed to the
direction of Divine Providence. But woe to thosbo turn back
from the Lord, loving this present world! Arfthppy those who
dedicate themselves, and their substance, to ddivice and

glory!”
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When we ponder those words so aptly writtendwenot use
them to replace scriptures but rather use them wsetul tool or
model for our own circumstances in our own parécuJerusalem.

In the introductory portion of this chapter sm@oke of the build-
ing of a supermarket and the need to fill it withods that others
desire to have. To do that the shop owner hasaoceph program
that shows who the providers of the desired gooeswith all the
relevant details such as, manufacturer, type ofdgomethod of
manufacture, ingredients used, price, availabgityl many other
details that the shop owner requires so that aararan be placed
for delivery. | know that such a list can take mamany pages
and can be the size of a very large book. (Comiseiy

Likewise we too have a large book in whichtlatise things we
need to know to restore, rebuild what we needv® iln, maintain
and defend our Jerusalem here on earth, and atledcThe Bible.
It shows us the Maker, method of manufacture, igrds used,
price and availability as well as instructions be tise of the vari-
ous items that are available i.e. God’s grace,as@n, spiritual
gifts, etc. In Nehemiah’s time it was The Book loé t_aw as com-
manded by God through Moses to Israel.

Nehemiah 8:1-3And all the people gathered themselves together
as one mamto the street that was before the water gate; dray
spake untdzzra the scribe to bring the book of the law of b&gs
which theLord had commanded to IsraekAnd Ezra the priest
broughtthe law before the congregation both of men and empm
and all that could hear with understanding, upon the faaly of

the seventh montifAnd he read therein before the street that was
before the water gate from the morning until middagfore the
men and the women, and those that could understantitheears

of all the people were attentive unto the boolkheflaw.”

Is this not an example for us to follow in theading of the
Scriptures, because in them are the issues ofdifais, as they
were in the Book of the Law for the people in ttispensation.
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To keep our Jerusalem safe, and safe for thioae dwell
therein, we need to know what the issues of ligeiarlight of the
Word of God. There are two scriptures that comeniod in this
regard:

Proverbs 4:23Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of ira

the issues of life.”

Romans 10:17So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”

The only way to keep our heart with diligenséa learn how to
do so and that we can learn through the exercisfhgur faith
which brings us to the second scripture: Romand710As we
continue to read through Chapter 8 of Nehemiah,ne® that
firstly the people were attentive (verse 3). Thewes an opening
prayer , then praise and worship by the priest igten) Ezra and
the congregation - verse 6, then the Law of Godread distinctly
to them and expounded on, explained to them - v@rdben the
congregation was encouraged by being told - vers€lis day is
holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weépr all the
people wept, when they heard the words of the law.”

What a powerful and moving picture of how trealtts of the
people turned to God, but the day for them wasyabfinished as
Nehemiah exhorted and encouraged the congregatifmllaws:
Nehemiah 8:10-12Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the
fat, anddrink the sweet, and send portions unto them foorwh
nothing isprepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neithbe
ye sorry;for the joy of the Lord is your strengthSo the Levites
stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for thg daholy;
neither be ye grieved?And all the people went their way ¢at,
and to drink, and to send portions, and to makegnairth,
because they had understood the words that werkaréelcunto
them.”

[The meaning of the wordnirth” used here is the Hebrew
(Strong’s No. 8057%imchah, blithesomenessr gleg (religious or
festival) exceeding (-ly), gladness, joy (-fulnessjrth, pleasure,
rejoice (-ing).]
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It is a beautiful picture of how we can/shoatthduct our gath-
erings around the Word of God, whether it be theilfaaltar or
the Lord’s Day fellowship with our brothers andtsis, and then
hopefully those who come to partake in our felloyshill see us
as having that which is desirable to them.

In this portion of Nehemiah we see praise andship. We see
prayer. We see the reading and expounding of thed\WWb/'e see
tears of joy and | believe repentance. We see argsity of spirit
in sharing with those who had nothing for whatexeason. We
see an understanding of God’s word. Most of allsee a declara-
tion that the communal gathering was a day holy uhe Lord.
Can we, should we not get on bended knee, daydrdag out to
thank our God for His mercies which are new everyrmmg?
Should we not see to it that our reading of the #oik God is
done in such a manner as to lead us into beingebpers of our
own Jerusalem that we should be? Will God not hotimase who
honour Him in all they do?

1 Samuel 2:30Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, | said in-
deed that thy house, and the house of thy fatiheyld walk be-
fore Me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be it fasam Me; for
them that honour Me | will honour, and they thaspise Me shall
be lightly esteemed.”

John 12:26'If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where

| am, there shall also My servant be: if any marvedvle, him

will My Father honour.”

This is a wonderful and enduring promise to ¢hago build
their house upon the Rock and surround it withvih#s of Jerusa-
lem by living out in their daily lives the words 8tripture.

Yes, we may have completed the walls, but wetmosbe com-
placent, we need to continue in God’s Word so ithéitne we can
as overcomers go from our earthly Jerusalem to bav@ame of
or God written on us and enter into that heaveity made of
gold, the New Jerusalem.
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Revelation 3:12

“Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in thentgle of my
God, and he shall go no more out: and | will wiiggon him the
name of my God, and the name of the city of my @bith is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven frorGady and |
will write upon him my new name.”

Points to Ponder.

1] Would you see Israel’s actions in these passagesiag a
good model for us?

2] Why is it important for believers to meet in fellskp?

3] How can we guard against apathy toward God’s Word?

4] What gift of praise or worship can you offer therd.@aily?

May the blessing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus SChré with
you, my brothers and sisters in the Lord, as weestor the prize,
the crown of glory, that will be for those who eneldo the end.
Be encouraged and faint not. Support each othehenlove of
Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:24Know ye not that they which run in a race run
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that w wbtain.”

1 Peter 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away

IR
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Gleanings from Nehemiah

Chapter 8

Confession

1 Samuel 2:30

“Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, | said iedethat thy
house, and the house of thy father, should waltrbéfle for ever:
but now the Lord saith, Be it far from Me; for thémat honour Me
| will honour, and they that despise Me shall lgitly esteemed.”

John 12:26

“If any man serve Me, let Him follow Me; and wher@, there
shall also My servant be: if any man serve Me, WithMy Father
honour.”

In the previous chapter these were the twoegeo$ scripture we
should read with an understanding of God’s pronsséow He
will treat us if we honour and serve Him. Conveystiley also
show how He will treat us if we do not honour aedve Him. As
in all things in life there is a choice we can makéhis regard and
following Jesus is a choice we are asked to makbeapeople of
God in Old Testament times were given a choicellow or serve
God.

One of the most quoted OIld Testament versegottray the
choice to serve God is Joshua 24*Mnd if it seem evil unto you
to serve the Lord, choose you tHesy whom ye will serve; whether
the gods which your fatheserved that were on the other side of
the flood, or the gods of theemorites, in whose land ye dwell: but
as for me and my house, wél serve the Lord.”

As we look at the last 5 chapters of Nehemtiais this verse
Joshua 24:15 that | would ask you to keep befote ynind’s eye.
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The heading of this chapter sums up what takes® ptathose last
chapters in the book of Nehemiah.

Briefly, Nehemiah chapters 9 and 10 are alludbmnfession
and covenant and the names of those who signedabvenant.
Chapter 11 shows those who dwelt in Jerusalem hen ap-
pointed tasks. Chapter 12 relates the dedicatigheoivall of Jeru-
salem and the celebration to praise God for theHeyhad given
them. The final chapter 13 tells us whom was peeaito dwell in
Jerusalem and how, even in a very short time, leadl been al-
lowed into it and how it was dealt with - the comtance of the
work which had commenced with such enthusiasm a&ualicdtion
was already being undermined. Maintenance wouldeeeled.

We can build all we like in or for God’s kingaobut without
the right attitude of heart we would be like theggom the Lord
speaks to in_Matthew 7:20-23Vherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them2INot everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdoraf heaven; but he that doeth the will of My
Father which is inheaven.22Many will say to Me in that day,
Lord, Lord, havewe not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy
name have cast odevils? and in Thy name done many wonderful
works?23And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: de
part from Meye that work iniquity.”

From this we should take heed of the dire cqueeces of do-
ing our building without the right heart attitude motivation -
which can be summed up as being a true and ablio\Megfor God
andall His ways. We can see from scriptures itself thatehs an
orderly progression to building for and in the Kilogn and in the
preceding chapters of this study we have alreadp Hee orderly
manner in which the rebuilding of the walls of Jaiem took
place and hopefully learnt from that the need folediness in the
building of our own Jerusalem. Ecclesiastes 3téthus that: To
every thing there is a season, and a time to eparpose under
the heaventA time to weep, and a timelaugh; a time to mourn,
and a time to dance;and in Chapter 9 of Nehemiah we see this
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being applied by the people. Under their leadershiplders and
ministers they were made aware of what was needgtdta con-
solidate their work which, had perhaps in the viE@wsome, been
completed. Perhaps they felt that it was now cotedleand were
becoming complacent as we spoke of previously.

But here we are in this portion of scripturkemlthe reading and
explanation of the Book of the Law previously, vee gheir con-
sciences being smitten with guilt for abandoningirttGod, yes,
they had been rejoicing for God’s goodness towheint (Nehe-
miah 8:8-18) but now it wds® time to weep, a time tmourn” for
there truly is a‘time to every season and evepyrpose under
heaven”.In our lives too, the same principles apply andsiveuld
become aware of what it is time for in our liveday. What sea-
son are we in? Repentance, confession, rejoiciraking or re-
newing our covenant with God? How have we proceed#ddthe
building of our own Jerusalem, have we completedtsk on the
walls, are we now storing up our treasures in hearel display-
ing the fruits of the Spirit for others to feast?oHave we put in
place an ongoing maintenance program or have wenfecom-
placent and having stocked up on God’s grace thinat it is
enough to last us till we get to heaven withouteeishing from
the Fountain of Living Water and the Bread of Lif2@st thou de-
sire the crown of life? James 1:1Blessed is the man that en-
dureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shalteive the crown
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them toae him.”

We see in Nehemiah 9 that having rejoiced presty (Nehe-
miah 8) now the season, the time was for sincgrentance and
confession accompanied b%i.....fasting, insackcloth, and with
dust on their head&hen the seed of Israskparated themselves
from all strangers, and stood and confessir sins, and the in-
iquities of their fathers’And they stood uim their place, and read
in the book of the law of the Lord th&iod one fourth part of the
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day; and another fourth part thegonfessed, and worshipped the
Lord their God” Nehemiah 9:1-3

Verse 1 is a beautiful yet stark word pictufehow they felt
about their sins, to put on sackcloth and dustheir theads signi-
fled death and burial and if we are sincere abaut $inning
against an all Holy God then we too should ackndggethat we
deserve to dicRomans 6:23'For the wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our d.6r

This picture presented to us here is or shouldrbergourage-
ment for us to “put on sackcloth and dust on ouadlsé and to
think of our sin in the same way of putting to deahd burying
our carnal man so that we can be the people tleaNd#w Testa-
ment calls us to be if we want to see the kingdé@ax
John 3:3"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verilsay
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he canmotreekingdom
of God.”

It is my earnest prayer that since you havemented reading
this book you have laboured at and completed yallsvof Jeru-
salem, now it may be for youtHe time to weep, the time to
mourn” before the Lord your God as the people of Neheraiah’
time did, this may be the time for you ‘tstand up in yourplace,
and read in the book of the law of the Lord yourdGthe Bible)
one fourth part of the day; and another fourth pasinfess, and
worship the Lord your God."Raraphrase of Nehemiah 9:3. JvL.)

The people of Nehemiah'’s time did this in cogte and public
worship, we can do it as individuals, we can dasittamily or we
can do it as a fellowship of believers. The patisrthere for us to
follow in the particular setting of our own Jerwesal which is the
term used at the beginning of this book to desavilrehomes, our
fellowships or perhaps your individual circumstadeyou are
on your own.

The New Testament makes provision, | believe biath a pri-
vate and public confession of our faults.
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Private Confession - you to God.

1 John 1:9'If we confess our sins, He is faithful and justamive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteess.”

Public Confession - you to the brethren before God,

James 5:16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one fo
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual mérpeayer of a
righteous man availeth much.”

(It is my view that the ‘*healing’ spoken of herendae either spiri-
tual or physical — it is in God’s determination)

This is something we need to do, confessingfaults if we de-
sire to be presented by God with the gift mentiomedRomans
6:23. First we are told thatthe wages of sin is death” anthen
like a lot of things in life there follows a BUT hich in this case is
a beautiful, life giving present from our Gd&d...but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lor@rid all if we
just come to Him in repentance and godly sorromfessing our
sin. Remember that Jesus Christ has already paidgtice, the
wages of our sin, through His obedience to His &ty dying on
Calvary’s cross and taking our deserved sentencdeath (the
wages of sin) on Himself.

As we continue on through chapter 9 of Nehemvahcan see
the wonderful things that God did for His peoplel aet time and
time again they turned from Him, and in all truth aften do we
even though you and | believe that God did an eyreater deed
for us by sending His Son Jesus (John 3:16) Urthikepeople of
the Old Testament we no longer have to offer saesfto God
through the blood of bulls and goats for the remrs®r payment
of our sins - Hebrews 10#or it is not possible thathe blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sinEven David in the Old
Testament realised that this was so and he foregletithe way
or the manner in which we should behave today speet of our
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sin - Psalm 51:17The sacrifices of Godre a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thailt not despise.”and
this is further confirmed in Psalm 32:5 &cknowledged my sin
unto Thee, and mine iniquity have | not Higaid, | will confess
my transgressions unto the Lord; and THotgavest the iniquity
of my sin.”

In spite of all that God’s people in the OldsTament did, how
they behaved God NEVER changed and they acknowdetiye
fact. Just read through this chapter 9 of Neherarahread in con-
densed form all that God did from creation to there and how
they treated Him - Psalm 106 contains a similaoant Are we
any different? | firmly believe that we are not aflikle the people
of Nehemiah’s time | too, and maybe you dear reackan repeat
in all sincerity the words spoken in this portidrsoripture:
Nehemiah 9:33: “Howbeit Thou art just in all that is brought
upon us; for Thou hast done right, but we have deickedly:”
As we look at our own sinfulness and God’s goodwessan be
eternally thankful for the encouraging revelatiameg for all in
Hebrews 13:8'Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and
for ever.”

Precious Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we cbafere you
and our brethren in sackcloth and with dust onleads, desiring
to be dead to sin and alive unto Thee. We freehfass our short-
comings and trespasses and with humbleness of &eértontrite
spirit seek Your ever loving kindness and mercfongiveness for
our sin. We desire, Lord, a new way of life, a lifeYou, a cove-
nant relationship with You, a covenant which Youwéalready
sealed with Your blood on Calvary, for You Lord eghat none
who believe on You should perish but have eteiifeal Amen.
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Gleanings from Nehemiah

Chapter 9

Entering Covenant Relationship.

Psalm 116:12-14

“What shall | render unto the Lord for all His befits toward me?
13 will take the cup of salvation, and call upon thame of the
Lord. 4 will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the preseatall
His people.”

The people under Nehemiah'’s leadership had =iaththe res-
toration of the walls of their Jerusalem and had come to a de-
cision, based on their knowledge of what God reglLiof them, to
make a covenant with Him, to start a new relatignstith Him
and leave their sinful ways behind. As you havegmesed
through this short study on Nehemiah you may haenkencour-
aged to read God’s Book, the Bible, and found ihetfee encour-
agement and direction for building or perhaps masgothe walls
of your own Jerusalem as it applies to yourselfjryjjosome, your
family or fellowships.

At the close of the previous chapter we findskgth a prayer of
acknowledgement of our wrongdoing before God andxqmessed
desire to renew our relationship with Him and fin@d it with
these words: “We desire, Lord, a new way of lifdif@ain You, a
covenant relationship with You, a covenant whichuYave al-
ready sealed with Your blood on Calvary, for Youd.desire that
none who believe on You should perish but havenatédife.”

If it is our sincere desire to enter that readwelationship with
God we can, as in all other things in our spiritlif@, go to the
scriptures for direction and inspiration so thatmay enter into a
‘covenant relationship’ with God.

The word relationship depicts the existencesaie form of
bond or attachment between individuals or betwewhviduals
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and objects. These relationships from a Christeisgective may
be fitted into three descriptive categories.

1) Godly - they draw or bind us to God.

2) Neutral - they neither draw us to or away frood@nd

3) Sinful - they draw us away from God.

When we use the term “covenant relationship”shit our fo-
cus from what often is a relationship that is gabiloken to one
that has a permanent, binding quality. In WebstBitdionary the
word “covenant’-derived from a Latin word meaninig tome to-
gether’- is further defined as a ‘meeting or agreetnof minds’ As
we read further in the book of Nehemiah Chaptertii@, defini-
tion of a ‘meeting or agreement of minds’ can bense
Nehemiah 9:38
"In view of all this, we are making a binding agmeent, putting it
in writing, and our leaders, our Levites and ourgsts are affixing
their seals to it."

This last verse of chapter 9 was the culmimatb Israel's self
examination and measuring their conduct and heattide with
God’s requirements which had been laid before th&snwe read
the scriptures for ourselves or hear the word preddo us it is
important that we have a complete willingness, hes fieople of
Nehemiah’s time had, to see and acknowledge ourveneng do-
ing and seek to redress it. Under the Old Testardispensation
the covenant that existed was one of works inithatplied, in the
commands, prohibitions and promises of God, a perttiat those
that walked in perfect obedience would be entitiedhappiness.
The Book of the Law of Moses was quite plain inntessage: Do
this and live, Do that and die. The Book of Deuteray is very
explicit in this area of obedience to God'’s requieats. A number
of times in the Old Testament this is brought doit,example the
sons of Aaron:
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Leviticus 10:1-2

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took eittiehem his
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense therend offered
strange fire before the Lord, which He commandentimot. [2]
And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoutieeim, and
they died before the Lord.

In the Old Testament era God made covenants Wwdam,
Noah, Moses and David, but none were able to dd wieaNew
Covenant does for us under Jesus Christ. The oldnamts re-
quired perfect obedience and continuous blood fszesibut they
were not redemptive as the New Covenant is.

Jesus states in Matthew 26:48or this is My blood of the new
testament(covenant) which is shed for many for the remissibn
sins.”

The door has been opened for us by Jesus Qbristake a
covenant with Him, a covenant which He has alresehled with
His blood shed on Calvary. It is a covenant of griag which God
gives salvation to those that call upon Him in ses@nt relation-
ship, a return you may say for our believing in i€hdesus and a
yielding obedience to Him in the terms of the gbspéais cove-
nant relationship with Jesus is a personal onébboause we bind
ourselves to a yielding obedience to the gospsl¢bvenant rela-
tionship overflows and affects all our other redaships, including
family, home and fellowships.

In Nehemiah’s time this aspect of a covenalatienship affect-
ing all other relationships also applied and ado@& more closely
at some verses in chapter 10 this can be seene@/hat the peo-
ple determined to change their ways, they made tlegiision with
serious consideration, they did it together asaherhood of be-
lievers and they professed it to be sure covenant” indicating
that they would never depart from it, that they \dolive and die
by what they had covenanted with God to do. Whaséhpeople
did was in fulfillment of Jeremiah 50that when they returned out
of captivity they would “....... ask theway to Zion with their faces
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thitherward, saying, Come, and let jagn ourselves to the Lord in
a perpetual covenant that shall e forgotten.”

Nehemiah Chapter 10:1-27 gives a detailed fishe names of
those who signed, what in this case was a writtgaeament, and-
Nehemiah again set an example of leadership bygkbm first to
sign his name. Those that followed after him wée leaders of
the priesthood and the leaders of the people. dbawly would
have been impractical for all the people to sigmdividually and
by their leaders signing it on their behalf agaa see leadership
and good example in action. These leaders shovedray were
not putting burdens or expectations on their petpd they were
not prepared to carry themselves.

Pray that it would be so for those of us who iargositions of
leadership! And dare | say that most, if not alusef will find our-
selves in such a position at various times in oigflspan on earth.

As we look at who made thisdre covenantwe see that they
were a people who separated themselves from th&l v@aoound
them, and those that dwelt therein, because ofalte gods those
people served. They separated themselves in thiveeause they
had received the law of God They embraced how Haedthem
to live and professed their desire to walk in Hesys:

Nehemiah 10:28-29And the rest of the people, the priests, the
Levites, the porterghe singers, the Nethinims, and all they that
had separatethemselves from the people of the lands unto the la
of God, theirwives, their sons, and their daughters, every ane h
ing knowledge, and having understandi@®f;hey clave to their
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse] ato an oath,
to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses dbevant of
God, and to observe and do all the commandmeritsedford our
Lord, and His judgments and His statutes;”

As we continue on in this chapter -verses 30-8%hould be an
encouragement to us to see how they made commegne@hve in
God'’s will.
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Matthew Henryin his commentary on this chapter has this to say
in part about making a covenant with God; “In oavenants with
God we should engage particularly against those thiat we have
been most frequently overtaken in and damaged bytlaose that
resolve to keep the commandments of God must sayildoers
as in_Psalm 119:11®epart from me, ye evildoers: for | will keep
the commandmentd my God.”End quote.

Having briefly looked at the pattern set in Hetiah’s time of
making a covenant relationship with God we can maglica-
tions from it for our own lives. Even though we a® longer un-
der the Law - the old covenant - we are still arrslvke to God for
the same requirements of obedience to His word wieemake a
covenant with Him._John 14:189f ye love Me, keep Mgom-
mandments.”

At the commencement of this study of Nehemlahhope was
expressed that with me you would consider your hoyoar life,
your fellowship to be like the Jerusalem of old;ity in a land of
people that do not love God or His people. As wae&do the clos-
ing chapters of the Book of Nehemiah we can sesrwigorated
people, desirous of returning to the God who sedothem - that
situation came about because of a leadership thaght God’s
will, a leadership that was self-sacrificing, adeeship of example
and servant hood. In some ways this depicts thepbeathat Jesus
Christ Himself has set us:

Philippians 2:7'‘But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon
Him the form of a servant, and was made in theneks of men:”

What better example could we have, should wan @ position
to exercise leadership whether in the home orfellawship. To-
day we see the fulfillment of the New Covenant imri€t that has
been made available to all men everywhere: Johi ‘Fbr God
sent not His Son into the world to condemnwioeld; but that the
world through Him might be saved.”
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We today have the opportunity to be redeemeateuthe New
Covenant and like Israel of old we too have a ahat obeying
God or disobeying Him: Mark 16:1i6 quite clear about the pen-
alty attached to non-belief (disobedience) in yagcise words.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.”

If we take these words to heart then therenis\aen greater ur-
gency to get to “grips with God and His ways” amdmake a
covenant with Him unto everlasting life. Christ uges$as already
sealed that covenant with His blood for all that wall upon Him.
Matthew 26:28‘For this isMy blood of the new testament, which
is shed for many for the remission of sires it was foretold in
John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh awaydim of the
world.”

When God’s people in the Old Testament repeotdteir sins
they still had to make physical blood sacrificesatmnement but
not so for us, the blood has been shed by Chri§€talmary’s cross
(Luke 23:3) When we make our covenant with Chriesud
through repentance and baptism we shall have rigttba gift of
the Holy Ghost but remission of sin. (Acts 2:38pent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of JesussClani there-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gifheftoly Ghost.”

Under the new covenant that we can choose ter @émo with
God, His laws are written on our hearts, they ardomger exter-
nal rules and requirements set before us : Heb&®&-12“For
this is the covenant that | will make with the hoa$ Israelafter
those days, saith the Lord; I will put My laws irtkeir mind, and
write them in their hearts: and | will be to themGad, and they
shall be to Me a peoplé?And they shall not teackvery man his
neighbour, and every man his brother, sayikgpw the Lord: for
all shall know Me, from the least to tigeeatest.22For | will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, attteir sins and their iniqui-
ties will | remember no more.”
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No longer do we need to struggle with keepirtemal rules
(the law) as the Israelites did. God’s requiremdratge been writ-
ten on our hearts, they are within us and haverhecor should
become our inward motivation to love and serve Hdnce we
have taken this step of making a covenant relatipn&ith God
we have the indwelling presence of the Holy Sgnabling us to
walk in God’s ways in our Jerusalem:

1 Corinthians 6:19What? know ye not that your body is the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which yeéna¥ God, and
ye are not your own?”

We are not alone in the battle for our soulsugebe encouraged
by the words of David in Psalm 18 as we call on ®aviour Jesus
Christ, He too will be our strength as we labouptotect our Je-
rusalem, using the scriptures as our weapon arillittéo defend,
repair where necessary, and build our Jerusalemewdethe Lord
has placed each of us. In this task we are to heatkers with our
brothers and sisters or should be if we take héexhd live as in
Hebrews 3:13But exhort one another dailyyhile it is called To-
day; lest any of you be hardened throughdkeeitfulness of sin.”

Another writer has said this about the new ocawne into which
we can choose to be partakers: “All scriptures hageome the
ground on which we walk - a watered garden to enj'¢ may
pluck food from its branches, for it is full of fttul things for our
benefit, our strengthening, our healing and oudguce - that we
might be the ‘living epistle’ of Christ in a dyirvgorld.”

What a wonderful expression of the manifoldhgfsi that are
available to us as we make our own Jerusalem a pliaefuge for
those whom Christ is calling to Himself. Choosimmgenter this
covenant relationship with God is a personal deni&iut one that
nevertheless affects our relationship with othevpte We may
come into conflict with them because our ways, Gaslays, are
not their ways and we thus have to either sepanatgelves from
them or teach them about God’s ways so that theyxam make a
choice. This situation generally applies to thoséside our own
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homes and families but in our own family/home we aad should
sit down and teach family members to distinguistwben good
and evil so that they can make a decision on anmdd basis to
join themselves to God in a covenant relationstiippugh repen-
tance and baptism and separating themselves alsotlre world’s
customs and devoting themselves to conducting thveis in ac-
cordance with God'’s word.

We can take note of Nehemiah’s people wherelevfamilies
committed themselves to the covenant of that tisee (Nehemiah
10:28-29) and it would be a fine thing indeed ihfles that were
united in their determination to serve God woulthelsh a cove-
nant relationship with Him not only individually bas a family
group in this day and age. | believe it would brgrgat strength
indeed to our own Jerusalem if all were unitedyauld certainly
give Satan reason to pause knowing that therevatchmen’ on
the walls and at the gates of that Jerusalem.

There is then finally the covenant relationshibich can and
should be established in a brotherhood of believagsain there is
an example in Nehemiah 10:2Bhey clave to their brethretheir
nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oaghyalk in
God's law, which was given by Moses the serva®@anf, andto
observe and do all the commandments of the LordLowl, and
His judgments and His statutesfere are the people of God gath-
ered in fellowship as a community of believers,yttagree to
‘cleave’ to each other, they bind themselves withoath to ob-
serve God’s laws. Here we have an example of trathérhood
and commitment not only to God but to each other.

If you truly desire your own fellowship of bediers to be united
in one under God then perhaps you should give &eribought
and consideration to making such a commitment @1ioitmation
and encourage others who may join themselves ttetlosvship at
a later date to also make such a commitment. Tt €aristians
had such commitment to each other that they shallethings
(read Acts 32:37)

76



Psalm 116:18-19

“I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the prase of all his
people, [19] In the courts of the Lord's housethia midst of thee,
O Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord.”

Oh Lord give us a heart like those, Your followefsold, endue
us with power from on high that we may be livingtements to
Your saving grace. May we, who have been callecbbdtirkness
into Your marvellous light, be bright shining beasoof Your
Word working in our lives today, and so draw other® the
safety of the temporary Jerusalem You have helge build for
Your honour and glory here on earth until we maseasble with

all the saints in Your heavenly and eternal Jeaumsal
Amen.

o3
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Gleanings from Nehemiah

Chapter 10

Continuity and Maintenance.

We have looked at building and restoring thélsaaf our Jeru-
salem with insights from the book of Nehemiah whigiray may
be helpful to us all. As with any building projettere comes a
time when we can see the finished job but unlessval& around
it, through it and thoroughly inspect it we may see that there
are some minor corrections that need to be made.

Continuing maintenance is also an essentialiregpent to keep
the building in good repair and functioning in thay it was
meant to be.

God has created us with five physical sensigsit,shearing,
touch, taste and smell. Each operates independentlyare in
partnership to make us whole and functional peopk.we go
about our daily tasks, and perhaps travels, thegsesénses tell us
many things about our surroundings. For examplenag enter a
well kept public park; our senses allow us to ertjog flowers,
birds etc. They also help us to avoid areas oasdns that may be
off limits or dangerous - the same applies to cumés and other
places we find ourselves in - our physical envirenin In both
Old and New Testament there are numerous reminoers to use
our senses for discerning God’s ways and also ¢orbe aware of
those things which are not God’s ways — our sgtianvironment.
These two environments are not mutually exclusive ibterde-
pendent.

Our physical environment can and does havenfiuence on
our spiritual environment and how we respond with fove senses
will either be negative or positive to our spiritlevironment -
our life in Christ Jesus. As we consider the la$iree chapters of
Nehemiah let us be conscious of how we need to riake of our
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surroundings to ensure that there is a continaithe way we live
for God and a careful maintenance of His ways. Jin@ival and
growth of our Jerusalem is dependent on the coatiperof those
that dwell therein and the quality of the leadgusi@hrist is our
example of leadership and He has given us allrnk&uctions we
could ever need for abiding faithfully in our Jealesn until He
calls us home.

We noticed at the close of our discussion ohdd@ah chapter
10 that the people of that time had made a covewdht each
other and with God to live in accordance with Hisnenandments:
Nehemiah 10:29
“They clave to their brethren, their nobles, andeesd into a
curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, \khizas given by
Moses the servant of God, and to observe and ddhallcom-
mandments of the Lord our Lord, and his judgments lais stat-
utes;”

As we look at the remaining chapters of Nehénfiel to 13)
we can see further signposts for our life in Chinsbur own Jeru-
salem. Chapter 11 shows us that not all those veabrhade the
covenant stayed in Jerusalem but that they wersethby lot;
Nehemiah 11:1-2And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusa-
lem: the rest othe people also cast lots, to bring one of ten to
dwell in Jerusalenthe holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other
cities.2And thepeople blessed all the men, that willingly offered
themselves tdwell at Jerusalem.”

It is not intended to convey that this is how should choose
those whom will dwell in our Jerusalem but rathee & as a de-
termination by those who were not so chosen toshillesse who
were and they themselves live in their own poseassi

The lesson or example, | believe we can taken filois today, is
that when our fellowship becomes spiritually matanel numeri-
cally strong that we give consideration to chosthvdod’s lead-
ing those whom will stay to maintain the fellowslaipd others to
be sent out to establish new fellowships elsewhatigen we read
the history of the early Anabaptist fellowships wete that this
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was part of their way of spreading the gospel ahés also been a
pattern adopted by some Mennonite fellowships tveryears — it
is still the practice with many of them today.

As we build our own Jerusalem, be it our ovi®, lour family or
our fellowship, let us keep in mind the great cossian our Lord
gave us all to preach the gospel to all the waviel,cannot do that
if we all decide to stay in one place and huddggetber in a com-
fortable little group and ignore the world aroursl desus did not
do so and nor should we.

As we come to chapter 12 we see a people nejpio what
they had accomplished, they had rebuilt the wdlltheir Jerusa-
lem, they had reconciled themselves with their Gad made a
covenant with Him and each other, and now it wésa of cele-
bration and rejoicing. It reminds me somewhat efwords of Je-
sus in_Luke 15:71 say unto you, that likewise joghall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than mwnety and
nine just persons, which need no repentance.”

Rejoicing indeed, not just one sinner, but plp many thou-
sands had returned to the Lord. We rejoice whenobio@ir family
members repents and comes to the Lord. The fellpwsioices
when that happens to one who is seeking to folldwisC and
takes that first step. Here we have a whole nagturning to God,
no wonder there was a great celebration, it waslebcation, | be-
lieve, not just for the restoration and dedicatainthe walls but
even more so for their new and restored covendationship with
God. Nehemiah 12:27And at the dedicatiorof the wall of Jeru-
salem they sought the Levites out of all tipdéices, to bring them
to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication witlgladness, both with
thanksgivings, and with singing, witgmbals, psalteries, and with
harps.”

As we read through the chapter we see agaiorther that this
was done in, it was not each man “doing what wgtst in his own
eyes” but co-operating with others and following tinstructions
of their leaders. We too need to follow that exasmpil being pre-
pared to work together with others and to submithmse who
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have been placed over us in accordance with Godl He-
brews 13:17] God blessed them in their rejoicing érwas a very
great rejoicing indeed; Nehemiah 12:#H8s us how greatiAlso
that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejdici®r God had
made them rejoice with great joy: the wives alsd e children
rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heaehewar off.”

May we too rejoice with great joy as we complete talls of
our Jerusalem and make our covenant with Him wisoslazed us
from destruction.

In the midst of their rejoicing they did notrget to read from
the Book of Moses, nor should we forget to partéien the
Scriptures, even in the midst of our rejoicing tlaare are always
needful instructions for our continuation in ouveoant with God
and with each other. As in all things in life, ieviorsake or forget
to take care and maintain what we have then sowiilifall into
disrepair and in time become useless. We are readird this
need in our spiritual life by the words in Hebreis25 “Not for-
saking the assembling of ourselves together, asnthener of
some is; but exhorting one another: and so muchnibee, as ye
see the day approaching.”

Even though the people had the Book of Moses @nd ex-
plained to them they needed a reminder of God'sirements to
be separated from those that did not follow Gogh@miah 13:1-
3) and they acted accordingly. We too need to nastio read and
hear the Word of God so that we may be informedoa§od’s
ways for our lives and act accordingly. It is nabegh to read or
hear it once; we need to continue in the Word t@mialthe correct
and maximum benefit for our lives and God'’s glory.

It is not clear in the scriptures how long Naleeh was away
from Jerusalem after the walls were completed lbuhis return
from his duties with King Artaxerxes in Babylon foaind that the
people had again fallen into error. He says thit ‘thrieved me
bitterly” (verse 8), he was in particular referritggthe accommo-
dation given to Tobiah, who had shown himself taheenemy of
God’s people, (Nehemiah chapters 2 & 4) within pinecincts of
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the temple. It would be like us giving a placeite/participate in
our homel/fellowship to someone who actively oppo&exi’s
ways. It also teaches us something about humanendhat it is
led astray into false ways without strong and ditigleadership.

Nehemiah had put people in charge but it waylpear that they
had not been accountable to each other and tHusttelerror. Sin
had come into Jerusalem and needed to be exposedeansed
out. We too need to carefully and regularly exantineJerusalem
to see if any sin has crept or been allowed inps&pt and cleanse
it out. This is maintenance of our soul and spaitife and it is a
continuing task until the moment we are called hday®ur heav-
enly Father.

Earlier in this study we spoke of a completegesmarket but
now whenever | go past | see the maintenance dfuttreunds and
the inside of it, without it there would soon benass that no-one
would want to visit and so it is with our homedfie natural sense.
If they are in a continual mess and state of unéils, visitors will
start to avoid us and it is the same with our sptilife if it is
messy and untidy, that is an un-scriptural lifented by sin, then
we will not attract those whom seek Christ buteast repel them.
1 Corinthians 6:19'What? know ye not that your body is the tem-
ple of the HolyGhost which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not youown?”

In Matthew Henry’s Bible Commentatie following observa-
tion is made on this verse; “We are to be cleawesasels fitted for
our Master's use. Being united to Christ as ongtspnd bought
with a price of unspeakable value, the believerukh@onsider
himself as wholly the Lord's, by the strongest.tiday we make it
our business, to the latest day and hour of oeslivo glorify God
with our bodies, and with our spirits which are His

Whilst this particular scripture verse is rethto a spiritual ap-
plication it may also be applied, | believe, to qiwysical circum-
stances. We owe it to our God and Creator to bemigtclean and
fit for His use spiritually but also physically. édlean, tidy Chris-
tian can be an attractive witness for Christ, atiooally untidy
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and unclean Christian is off-putting, if not repaghto others, and
this applies to our personal appearance as weib a&sir homes.
May it never be so for us.

To be that attractive witness for Christ takesk, both spiritu-
ally and physically, and that is where the contyw@nd mainte-
nance comes in. If we continue in His word we mtintain our
Christian witness and for that we need the helpurfbrothers and
sisters in Christ, yes we can do it on our own,tbatroad gets dif-
ficult and tiring when there is only one, we neagheothers com-
pany, that is why the scriptures urge us to comtimufellowship
and exhort and encourage each other daily. (Heb8elds 10:25)
Nehemiah acted in this way on his return from Babythe second
time, as we can observe in chapter 13. Once agatodk time to
observe what was happening but he also took stepertect the
sin that had been fallen into It is the very sahieg we need to do
in our own Jerusalem. It grieved Nehemiah bittént the people
could have fallen into such error in such a shonetbut espe-
cially, because it was the leadership that hacdaibnd he took
them to account. The scripture says that he “cal@émwith them”
and we can be sure that this would not have beezasy task for
him. To admonish and correct others is always taldree in the
light of the love Christ tells us to have for othefMark 12:31) He
admonished them, He corrected them, and He instiutttem in
the way they should go. All these actions are thoisa godly
leadership and that is how we should be in our lsoamel fellow-
ships.

We can also see from this chapter (verse 1a) tespite the
position that some held, Nehemiah neverthelessectad them,
again there is a similar requirement put upon ufiegnNew Testa-
ment_Galatians 6:1Brethren, if a man be overtaken infault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in therisf meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”

We may feel uncomfortable carrying this oubur fellowships
or our homes but it needs to be done so that tlaenpbe of
wrongdoing may not be copied by others. If the waing is ig-

83



nored some weaker members may take it that itisodad after
all because no correction has been forthcomingthdl is part of
maintaining the integrity of our Jerusalem befodG

Furthermore, if any of us behave in a way thatot in accord
with the Word of God then, we also have to be meggphéo accept
some responsibility for the sins which others mammit because
of our example. Here again we can or should seaedhkd to main-
tain our faithfulness to God’s ways. There are maioye areas in
our spiritual journey that we need to regularlyrex@e to see if we
are continuing in the faith or if we need to caot some repairs
and maintenance to the walls of our JerusalemsAlsa case with
our physical well being, which we need to checkutady and
maintain through proper diet and exercise, so with our spiri-
tual life. The Apostle Paul urges us a numbermgs in his vari-
ous letters to continue in the faith, in doctrimel dhe things that
we have learned from the gospels and he wasayotiganything
different then that which Jesus Himself said inn&8B1 “Then
said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Hige ¢bntinue in
My word, then are ye My disciples indeed;”

Our Lord’s words are plain and easily underdtdabey apply to
us as well as those He was speaking to then, weotée His dis-
ciples if we do not continue living in accordancigwHis word -
we need continuity and maintenance of our faithafare to be ac-
cepted by Him in that final Day. Let us therefoeerbindful of the
need not to give up, become careless or complasewe abide in
our Jerusalem awaiting that better Jerusalem.

Let us be mindful of the words of our Saviour, Lamt King.
Luke 9:62:

“And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put hisl haithe
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdonGafd.”

IR
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