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It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21)
So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend. (Proverbs 27:17)

Volume 4, No. 9

Issue # 409

A Well-Disciplined Church
The subject assigned is “A
Well-Disciplined
Church:
Scriptural Church Discipline and
Its
Effect
Upon
the
Congregation.” I am sure this
subject could be approached
from different angles. I was
moved to draw primarily on
some of the principles of discipline. I thought back in my own
experience in church life. I think
that since I have been a boy I
have been in six different congre-

gations — six different churches.
I have been actually only a member in five of those churches. I
also have worked under five or
six bishops, and every congregation and every bishop has operated a bit differently. As we think
of a well-disciplined church, I
thought of the Scripture, “There
are differences of administrations” (1 Corinthians 12:5).
We had a brother in our congregation recently who shared a
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devotional.
He shared the
thought that everyone is missing
something. I appreciate that
thought. Sometimes we give it
this way, “Everyone has something — everyone has a gift.” I
believe sometimes however, with
the struggles we face in church
life, maybe we need to emphasize a little more the other side
which is that everyone is missing
something. Every one of us, it
does not matter how experienced,
or whatever our stage in life, we

are missing something. We need
to face that reality. It is quite
well that we understand what we
are missing, and what we are
deficient in, and learn to borrow
from our brethren. I think that is
a real blessing.
What are we missing? Not
only are we missing something
as individuals, but in travelling
around to different churches, I
noticed the churches can sort of
have their personalities and their
temperaments too. As a congre-
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gation we labour together.
However, as a person observes a
congregation, and in comparison
to other congregations, we notice
that congregations are also missing something sometimes.
Hence there is the need of intercongregational
fellowship.
Every congregation is missing
something. Therefore, do not
waste your time and your valuable years in raising your family
and so on, in shopping around for
the perfect church, because I am
here to say that there is no church
that does not have some room to
grow as far as a well-disciplined
church.
It is a goal and a desire that we
have that each one of our congregations would be well disciplined. As parents here tonight,
everyone has the desire that they
can raise their family in a welldisciplined congregation. But,
what can I contribute to a welldisciplined congregation?
We can look at this subject
from several different perspectives. I thought of three. 1) As
an outsider, 2) As an insider, 3)
As a leader. 1 Kings 10:4–9
gives an observation from an outsider. “And when the queen of
Sheba had seen all Solomon’s
wisdom, and the house that he
had built, (5) And the meat of his
table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his

ministers, and their apparel, and
his cupbearers, and his ascent by
which he went up unto the house
of the LORD; there was no more
spirit in her. (6) And she said to
the king, It was a true report that
I heard in mine own land of thy
acts and of thy wisdom. (7)
Howbeit I believed not the
words, until I came, and mine
eyes had seen it: and, behold, the
half was not told me: thy wisdom
and prosperity exceedeth the
fame which I heard. (8) Happy
are thy men, happy are these thy
servants, which stand continually
before thee, and that hear thy
wisdom. (9) Blessed be the
LORD thy God, which delighted
in thee, to set thee on the throne
of Israel: because the LORD
loved Israel for ever, therefore
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.”
As an outsider observes the
well-disciplined church, this is
possibly a bird’s-eye view of
what they see. A) It is a place of
order. Members operate in their
specific roles and follow the
order that they have been called
to. It is not a place of chaos
where you have a number of people trying to do the same or carry
out the same responsibility, but
there is order. People understand
what their responsibility is and
they are standing in that order.
The members are happy. They
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are content. That is an outsider’s
observation of a well-disciplined
church. These people are happy.
They come in and see that there
is a light on their face. They see
that there is contentment and rest.
They are not standing at the
fence and constantly looking
over and complaining about the
church. B) God is glorified. In a
well-disciplined church as the
outsider looks on, he gives the
glory to God. He finally concludes that this is the work of
God.
They see that God is our congregation and he receives the
glory, not some man. C) It is
attractive and inviting. A welldisciplined church is attractive
and inviting. There is a drawing
and people want to want to be
there. Many are not willing to
pay the price, nevertheless, there
is that attraction and there is that
drawing.
The opposite is found in
Galatians 5:15, “But if ye bite
and devour one another, take
heed that ye be not consumed
one of another.” Sometimes outsiders get that picture as well. In
congregations where they are not
well disciplined they bite and
devour one another. They can
see the congregation being consumed.
2) The second perspective is
an insider. As an insider when

we think of a well disciplined
church, I have heard parents say
that they want to be a part of a
church that is well disciplined
because they want a safe place to
raise their family. There may be
a number of young families. I
am sure that it is their desire that
the church would be a safe haven
where their children and youth
could grow up, and they do not
need to worry about their association. They know that sin will be
dealt with, problems will be
addressed, and it will be a welldisciplined congregation. We
want that. That is our desire.
Any parent who is concerned,
you know, when he senses his
youth with the other youth, he
faces concern about what will
happen and problems will not be
addressed.
It becomes a drag on the spiritual man and on the congregation. “A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump” (1 Corinthians
5:16; Galatians 5:9). As the
church fails to discipline, the
church fails to be a disciplined
congregation, and it is a drag on
the spiritual man. There are attitudes and things that are floating
around in the congregation —
mentalities that are not healthy (it
has a way of dragging down
those who are weak. It is not a
healthy place to be. It is not a
place we want our families to be.
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“lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and
thereby many be defiled”
(Hebrews 12:15).
You notice the dangers that we
face as an insider and some of the
concerns that we have as insiders
in a congregation. We ask, “Will
these things go on unchecked?
You know nothing is done about
it.” Our families are destroyed.
Paul says of the Corinthians that
“many are weak and sickly
among you” (1 Corinthians
11:30), because they did not deal
with sin and they were not a disciplined congregation.
3) Finally the third perspective, and that is from a leader’s
perspective. Every one of us as
leaders (fathers and mothers and
ministers) have a desire and a
goal that our congregations
would be well disciplined, and
that there would be rest as it was
in Solomon’s kingdom. We have
an interest in knowing how to
accomplish that. I have that confidence in each one of our ministers that there is that desire.
Sometimes we have different
ideas about how to accomplish
that. We know one thing as we
look back to the life and experience of Rehoboam. Rehoboam
made some bad decisions. As a
new, young, “green,” inexperienced leader, he came into the
kingdom. He made some wrong

decisions and the kingdom was
split. It was not a well-disciplined congregation.
Sometimes as leaders we can
almost be overwhelmed with
experience of constantly putting
out fires. We conclude that
somehow we are failing to have a
well-disciplined congregation.
Our work seems to come down to
simply putting out fires and dealing with problems. In another
sermon we talked about the conquering church. It is hard for the
church to be a conquering church
if the ministers are overloaded
with putting out fires.
The well-disciplined church
begins with a well- disciplined
member and a well-disciplined
man. A disciplined man is a controlled man. By nature man is
selfish, self-centred, and selfgratifying. That is his desire, and
ambition. He is ruled by “the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life” (1
John 2:16). We have the five
senses of feeling (touch), smell,
taste, hearing, and sight. We also
have the pride of life, our soulish
desires and so on. This is a part
of the way we are created as men.
That is the way we come onto the
face of the earth. Speaking of
one member, James goes so far as
to say of the tongue that, “it is an
unruly evil” (James 3:8), and that
“no man can tame it.” No man
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can tame this fleshly physical
body.
We said that a disciplined
church is made up of disciplined
members. Disciplined means
they are controlled. There is a
control. We would like to consider the problem with controlling in Romans 7:18, 19, “For I
know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:
for to will is present with me; but
how to perform that which is
good I find not. For the good that
I would I do not: but the evil
which I would not, that I do.”
That is a picture of an uncontrolled, undisciplined man. Paul
says here that this type of individual knows what is right. He
knows what he needs to do, but
he simply does not have the
power to do it. He has the knowledge but there is not the power
there.
Our bodies want to indulge.
We want to have a high and a
good time. We want to live it up.
That is what the body wants to
do. It wants to eat drink and be
merry. The bottom line is that
this fleshly body wants to do
those things. That is the undisciplined man. Discipline is the
ability to say, “no,” to that fleshly body. It is the ability to say,
“no,” to my flesh. A simple
example or illustration of that is
fasting. Fasting is a discipline.

Fasting is telling your appetite,
“No. You will not eat today.
No.” That is discipline.
The next question that will
come, “What are the merits or
benefits in discipline?” Why can
we not simply “eat, drink, and be
merry” (Luke 12:19)? Why not
simply live, enjoy and indulge?
The indulging life is finally an
empty, disappointing, and an
unhappy life. Anyone who has
gone down that road knows, and
can testify to that. Finally yes,
there is a bit of pleasure but there
is that emptiness and that vanity.
Solomon came to that place
where he went down. He tried it
all. He had the money to do it.
Today not all the people always
have the money to do it.
Therefore, the Devil leads them
to believe if you could do this
yet, if you could have that liberty,
and the flesh could do this over
here, then you could really enjoy
it. Finally, Solomon had the
money to do it all. Solomon tried
it and he said, “All is vanity”
(Ecclesiastes 1:2, 14; 2:17; 3:19;
12:8). There was an emptiness to
the point that Solomon despaired
of life — “Is life even worth living?” Thus, with the flesh finally there is no lasting fulfillment.
The sentence of death is on the
flesh. The New Testament tells
us that those who “live after the
flesh . . . shall die” (Romans
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8:13). The disciplined man is a
man who is a pleasure to be
around. When you work with a
disciplined man, it is a pleasure.
You enjoy being around him.
The self-centred, selfish man,
who wants to talk about what he
is doing and his ego, interests,
tastes and so on, and he has no
time for you. He is repulsive.
We have no interest in it.
The question is “How can man
be controlled?” How can we be
controlled? I think of three discipline options. 1) Self-control.
The majority of the world, the
best they know is this self-control. You find out what is right to
do, what is proper etiquette, what
is humanly acceptable, and you
grit your teeth, clench your fist,
and you do it. That is self-control. The “good moral man,” out
of his own self-will says, “No.
No, I will not drink. No, I will
not fall into road rage.” Someone
was telling me about a road rage
incident in a certain big city.
Someone became angry and
wheeled over. Until it was all
said and done there were around
eight vehicles involved in an
accident — all because of road
rage. The man with self-control
says, “No, I will not do that.” We
could maybe call him the good
moral man. He says, “I know
that this will not be acceptable,”
and he looks far enough ahead

and he sees that there are sad
results to that. Therefore, he simply does not do that.
The good moral man however,
can attain a certain level of surface respectability. You can look
at him and he appears quite well,
but down in that man’s life, and
down in that man’s heart, behind
the scenes, if you had the opportunity to observe his thoughts,
attitudes, and passions, you
would find that he is an untamed
man. That may be walking
around. He has bitterness and a
“burning saddle.” That thing is
constantly rolling around. In
contrast, when he meets people,
we can meet him with a smile,
because he is self-controlled.
2) Control by some authority.
I thought back to my years in
teaching school. I was not a
teacher with a lot of rules, but I
told the children on the first day,
“When it becomes evident that
you cannot control yourself, I
will need to step in and help
you.” That is the second option
of discipline. When the person
does not have the self-discipline,
then others need to step in since
he cannot say “no.” They need to
step in, and in essence say “No,”
for him. That is part of the
responsibility of the government
and parents. As parents, we are
involved in this. We are a secondary authority to a person’s
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life — our children. If we simply
left them on their own, we soon
know that our small children
would have no self-discipline.
They might get a hold of a candy
bag and eat until they were sick.
Therefore, father and mother
must say, “No.” That is authority and it is a form of discipline.
Yes, when people lack selfcontrol then parents, ministers, or
the government must step in and
say “no” for them. The bottom
line is right behaviour, and whatever it takes to get there. If you
can do it on your own that is fine.
However, if you cannot, then we
need to help you. That is what I
am saying. Either do it yourself
or we will need to help you.
3) Spirit control. This option
probably is the least used. It is in
the minority. However, it is what
the Scripture says in Galatians
5:16. “This I say then, Walk in
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil
the lust of the flesh.” Spirit control is by far the most superior,
and it is the form of discipline we
really are interested in. In 1
Corinthians 9:27 Paul says, “But
I keep under my body, and bring
it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.” We can read back in the
previous verses and find that the
apostle Paul was Spirit controlled. It was through the Holy

Spirit that he was able to keep his
body under subjection.
We already read in Romans
where this man was not able to
do what he knew he should. In
Romans 7:24 we read, “O
wretched man that I am!” It is an
awful feeling. It is a feeling of
defeat. We know we should not
do it and yet we did it again. We
did not want to. I remember
before I was converted I was
determined, “Today, I will live
right. Today I will live holy.”
Around 10:00 in the morning, I
would lose control with one of
my brothers or something. I
remember that plainly. Then I
would feel defeated and the rest
of the day, I would think, “Well,
this day is lost. I might as well
wait until tomorrow and start
with a new resolution.” That is
what the carnal man is. That is
all the fleshly man can do. He
can try, and he can clench his
fists and try ever so hard but
unless that heart is changed, we
will not. We can only go so far.
All you can be is a good moral
man.
“O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the
body of this death?” Who will
bring me under subjection? “I
thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (verse 25). Being
Spirit controlled is the answer to
the problem we have of lack of
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self-control. Then Romans 8:3
says, “For what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through
the flesh.” The Law is good and
right. The Law tells us what is
right and what is righteous
behaviour. There is nothing
wrong with the Law. The bottom
line is right behaviour, and that is
all the Law does. The Law simply tells us what is right. Then,
we need the Spirit of God to help
us live that. “For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending
his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: (4) That
the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. (5) For they that are
after the flesh do mind the things
of the flesh; but they that are after
the Spirit the things of the Spirit”
(Romans 8:3–5).
Jesus said, “the axe is laid unto
the root” (Matthew 3:10; Luke
3:9). Jesus Christ was not interested in His kingdom and in His
Church simply dressing people
up on the outside — you know —
cleaning up the outside of the
sepulchre. Jesus knew where to
go. He went to the root of the
fountain. He went to the root of
the tree. He dealt with heart
issues. He changes our hearts,
attitudes, and the things that I

could not do that I wanted to
before I was converted. Those
things which I could not do after
I was converted, then it was a
pleasure, and there was power
and then grace to live it.
The Holy Spirit changes our
hearts, appetites, and our attitudes. That is the secret to controlling the flesh, and living a
disciplined life. Finally, the key
to a well-disciplined church is
Spirit controlled members and
individuals. The closer we can
come to being 100% Spirit controlled, the closer we can come to
a well-disciplined brotherhood.
Now, in all reality, the work of
purging out the flesh, and of
keeping the flesh in subjection, is
a lifelong work of sanctification.
That is why we are facing some
of the things we are in the congregations. There is still some
flesh that wants to stick its head
up. Paul says, “I die daily” (1
Corinthians 15:31). That is the
Spirit controlled life. Yes, the
converted man now has the control of the Spirit in his life. At the
same time, he is working with his
fleshly body. As long as we are
in this fleshly body, we can allow
the fleshly body to rise up and go
back to its old life and its old
habit.
Some forms of discipline for
the Church. As we think of a
well-disciplined church, what are
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forms of discipline that are
acceptable and are recommendable? Paul told the Corinthians
in 1 Corinthians 3:3, “ye are yet
carnal.” They were still living in
the flesh. He went so far as to
say, “Shall I come unto you with
a rod” (1 Corinthians 4:21)?
“Shall I come to you with that
form of discipline?” “or in love,
and in the spirit of meekness?”
1) The use of the rebuke. This
is one form of discipline that is
recommended in Scripture in 1
Timothy 5:20, in maintaining a
well-disciplined church. It is one
of the milder forms. “Them that
sin rebuke before all, that others
also may fear.”
We rebuke
someone. The apostle Paul went
before Peter. He saw that Peter
was not eating with the gentiles.
He was favouring the Jews. Paul
saw what he was doing and knew
that Peter did not believe in that.
Yet, for the convenience of the
hour, Peter had fallen into that.
Paul says, “I withstood him to the
face” (Galatians 2:11). The
rebuke is an acceptable form of
discipline that needs to be used in
the Church with love. Especially
as leaders, there are times where
you say, “Brother you know you
are in sin. Brother what you are
doing is wrong. It is taking you
down the wrong road. You need
to get off that road. You need to
repent.”
Yes, some strong

rebukes are in order at times.
There are other Scriptural guidelines that go along with that.
“First cast out the beam out of
thine own eye,” (Matthew 7:5)
before you go to your brother.
There needs to be love, and a
burden. Therefore, there are
qualifications for the rebuke.
2) Church standards or disciplines. This is another form of
discipline that is recommended
in the New Testament in
Philippians 3:16. “Nevertheless,
whereto we have already
attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing.”
Standards are an asset in helping
to maintain a well-disciplined
congregation. It gives the knowledge and it also provides a safeguard for those who are weak.
Another Scripture is Hebrews
12:13. It is my understanding
that this Scripture is addressing
that very issue, “And make
straight paths for your feet.”
Why do we need to spell out
some guidelines? Why do we
need to make some straight
paths, rather than simply leaving
it to John, Tim, James, and everyone to choose their own way?
Why do we need to spell out
some straight lines? “Lest that
which is lame be turned out of
the way; but let it rather be
healed.” It is done lest those who
lack the convictions are snared
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and lose out spiritually because
they lack the Spirit control in a
certain area. We need to make
some straight paths and some
standards and some guidelines
lest those that are weak in the
faith be snared.
3) Separation. 2 Corinthians
6:17, 18 gives another form of
discipline which the church can
use to help maintain a disciplined
congregation. “Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you, And will be a
Father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty.” Separation is
something that is scoffed at
today. Too many professing
Christians want to get as close to
the world as they can and claim
the power of God. This is a form
of discipline where we set a barrier or a bound between the
world and the church.
This was an Old Testament
principle that Israel failed to
apply too many times. There
were the kings who had a vision
to clean up the land and to get rid
of the idols and so on. Some of
them did a fairly good job, while
others only rid the land of the
idols, but then did not remove the
high places. They failed in separation. Separation is a discipline.
Some people want the liberty to

do whatever and to freely mingle
with the ungodly world.
However this is a discipline the
church needs to apply such that
we guard ourselves. Therefore,
we set some safeguards and separate ourselves from the ungodly
world about us.
4) Excommunication.
1
Corinthians 5:13 says, “But them
that are without God judgeth.
Therefore put away from among
yourselves that wicked person.”
Finally, the form of discipline of
excommunication which I spoke
about in another sermon is a form
of discipline which the church
needs to use to maintain a welldisciplined
congregation.
Finally, we come to the conclusion that this person has walked
away from truth, is failing to be
obedient to the church of Jesus
Christ, and they need be excommunicated. They must be put out
of the church. That is a form of
discipline.
The Holy Spirit controlling our
life. We said that Spirit control is
what our goal is. We want each
member to be under Spirit control. These forms of discipline
which we already spoke of — the
rebuke, standards, separation,
excommunication, (and there are
others) help us on the road of
Spirit control. The control by the
Holy Spirit is ultimately what we
want for every soul. We want
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each member in our congregation
to have the Spirit of God alive in
his life. We want him to be sensitive to the voice of the Spirit
and be controlled from within.
We are not satisfied about putting
him in a box and putting a fence
around him, and now we have
him as a member. That is not
really our goal. I am not saying
there is not a place for some
boxes and fences. Finally, that is
the ultimate goal that we want for
our people.
The Early Church needed to
use some of these forms of discipline. I would like to take notice
how the apostle Paul approached
this. Paul, while he used excommunication, the rebuke, and so
on, was constantly trying to
“jumpstart” that Spirit control.
At the same time, he was recommending, and trying to reason
with them in 1 Corinthians 5:2,
“And ye are puffed up, and have
not rather mourned.” Do we see
how Paul is appealing to their
reason? He is appealing to their
conscience.
“Brother, you
should have repented. You ought
to feel sorry for that kind of
behaviour.” Paul was appealing.
He wanted that man to think seriously of his relationship before
God. “That he that hath done this
deed might be taken away from
among you.” “Do you not realize
the seriousness of this kind of a

sin?” That was Paul’s kind of
reasoning.
In 1 Corinthians 6:2 we read,
“Do ye not know that the saints
shall judge the world? and if the
world shall be judged by you, are
ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?” Notice how Paul
appeals to their reason? He did
not simply come in and say, “You
need to excommunicate that
man.” Paul explained to them,
and was appealing to their understanding, and personal conviction. “Brethren, you lost sight of
the truth. There is something
wrong with your conviction. Do
you not know the truth of the
Scriptures? Do you not understand the principles in the
Word?” The reason I bring that
in is because finally, as a church,
we are trying to cultivate Spirit
controlled lives. We are not
merely content with authority
controlled lives. We want Spirit
controlled lives. That does not
mean that there is not a place for
authority controlled lives, or
authority controlling, safeguarding and stopping some people in
their path.
Finally, the time comes when
it seems carnality is reigning. We
do not keep nagging and begging. Instead we realize and get
a vision that this soul does not
really have the Spirit of God. He
does not have the means and the
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wherewithal to live the holy life.
He finally does not have it. We
are using some discipline to
make him think seriously. He
however is simply trying to negotiate the way around that rule and
that standard. It is simply a carnal heart and a carnal life. We all
need wake up calls as believers.
There are times in everyone’s life
when we need someone to knock
on our door and say, “Brother,
you are getting off the right
path.” The real Spirit controlled
man, when you do that for him,
there is a different response from
him than you will receive from a
cold carnal heart. I have noticed
it over and over.
How do they respond to admonition when you go to a brother
and he has deviated in his
Christian walk? As a minister or
another responsible person, when
you go to someone and point that
out to them, is there the remorse
which Paul spoke of? Or, is there
a defense? “That is what you
think.” What kind of a spirit do
you face?
I am a firm believer in church
standards. I have seen this with
individuals whom I believe never
knew what the total surrendered
life was. They came into the
church and the church tried to
stop a hole here, tried to stop a
hole over there, and simply make
this rule and that rule. Finally,

we realized we were working
with a carnal heart. Then, we
need to look deeper. The problem is deeper. We need to wake
up to that reality. With the Spirit
controlled life, while we may yet
lose ground spiritually, we still
have a spirit. We have an attitude
and a conscience which can be
worked with. It can be cultivated
and brought back to life.
2 Corinthians 7:11 is a beautiful attitude that needs to be to
some degree in every believer.
“For behold this selfsame thing,
that ye sorrowed after a godly
sort, what carefulness it wrought
in you, yea, what clearing of
yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what
vehement desire, yea, what zeal,
yea, what revenge! In all things
ye have approved yourselves to
be clear in this matter.” A person
can have that carefulness, and
can kind of grow cold. We
become somewhat careless.
However, when you come and
speak to him, he will see that
there is concern. We had to
speak to a young brother not long
ago. This brother stood up quite
strong, but at the end of the meeting he was hanging his head and
saying, “I’m sorry. I do not want
to go that way.” That is what I
am talking about. The Spirit controlled heart was still there. The
heart was changed. However, if
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we cannot get that attitude to
come to life, it is time to be concerned about whether the person
really is under Spirit control.
As we cultivate Spirit control,
1) Be alert to attitudes. A simple
rule is every big thing that we
face in a congregation at one time
was a small thing. If only we
could have caught it when it was
small. Let us be alert to attitudes.
Hebrews 12:15 says, “Looking
diligently lest any man fail of the
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled.”
A well-disciplined congregation is a congregation where the
leadership especially is looking
diligently and observing the attitudes in the congregation. They
are concerned even about general
attitudes. “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”
We can let this attitude go and
after a while this brother starts
talking to that brother. After a
while you realize there is three or
four involved, and we have a
problem we cannot manage.
I am challenged as a minister,
as a parent, and as a leadership
that we stay in touch with our
people. The Scripture says,
“know them which labour among
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:12). It
is also important that those who
are labouring know their people.
We can notice something that is

not in order when we know our
people. It does however, take
time to know the people. It
means as a ministry that you will
probably need to meet each one
in the congregation probably at
every service. Try to make it a
point to meet all the brethren.
Keep those little contacts with
the leadership. We need to be
alert if something is not quite
right. I might meet a brother at
church who had a far away look.
I have phoned some brethren
already and asked, “What is on
your mind brother?” Try to be
alert. Look diligently.
2) Cultivate a sensitivity to the
conscience and a sensitivity to
the Spirit of God. Sometimes we
can think that a person is challenging our authority or he is
challenging the church. We need
to take him a step deeper.
Brethren what is the Lord trying
to tell you here? What is the
Lord trying to show you?
Cultivate a sensitivity to the
Spirit of God. Or, maybe he
comes to you and says “That
brother said this about me and he
simply does not appreciate me.”
Therefore, we point him to the
Scriptures. Do you have ears that
hear? [Revelation 2:7 etc.] What
is the Spirit trying to show you?
Challenge our people to have
ears that hear. What is God
telling us?
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3) We need to cultivate welldisciplined homes. This starts
already with our children. I
lament whenever parents are
careless in bringing up their children. They are careless with
things like honesty and respect
for authority. The right kind of
training is not happening in their
home. Their homes are not the
well-disciplined homes they
should be. After a while these
youth respond in the church and
then the parents expect the
church to straighten everything
out. Many times these problems
are best handled in the home.
Fathers take the responsibility to
go to their sons and daughters
and say “It is not in order here.”
If it not dealt with there, I believe
that the church can be overloaded
with disciplinary problems.
Parents who fail to do what they
should be doing at home and who
let it go and leave it for the
church to try and take care of it
are not helping the church to be
well-disciplined. When children
are trained in the way that they
should go in our homes, it is an
asset to a well-disciplined congregation.
“What advantage then hath the
Jew” (Romans 3:1)? When children are taught to respect authority, they come home from school
and the parents do not side with
them in a complaint they have

with the teacher. They learn that
in their younger years. When
they come up to church life, they
have already learned some of
those basic principles. “What
advantage then hath the Jew? . . .
Much every way: chiefly,
because that unto them were
committed the oracles of God”
(Romans 3:1, 2). Those foundational principles have already
been laid in their lives. I realize
that does not take care of all the
problem. We already said that
we can have the “know how.” We
can know what is proper behaviour and right living. Finally, we
have to have the wherewithal to
do it. We have to have the Spirit
of God to do it. If it is established as a conviction in your
children that it is a sin to disrespect authority, a sin to lie, a sin
to be careless and cheat, and so
on it is a great advantage to them.
A well-disciplined church will
be guided by leaders who have
learned to discipline themselves
in pulling together. As leaders,
have we learned to discipline
ourselves in pulling together? If
we have not, how can we expect
our brethren in the congregation
to do it? Yes, there are different
personalities and different temperaments. I mentioned that I
have worked under six different
bishops and they were all different. They were all “missing
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something” (if I can say that
respectfully). The good side is
that whenever we realize we are
missing something, we can borrow from our brethren. We go to
our brethren and we use our
brethren where we realize we are
missing something. However, as
leaders in the congregation, are
we living a disciplined life where
we have learned to pull together.
Have we set that example?
Order is another aspect to the
disciplined congregation. Order
and discipline in the congregation go together. There are times
however, where maybe things are
out of hand. The first thing to do
is to establish order. In working
with a home once as a ministry,
we finally said that there needed
be order. Mother must be in her
place. Father must be in his
place. The children must be in
their place. It is a little bit like
the town clerk at Ephesus, who
said, “We need to have order.
There must be order.” Part of a
disciplined congregation is that
there is order, and we properly
understand our responsibilities in
staying in those places.
A well-disciplined church must
have a good housekeeper. Stay
in touch with the people and
apply the necessary measure. A
while ago when several of us
were in Nicaragua, we needed to
make a decision on how to han-

dle the situation there with my
brother Myron. The Doctor was
trying to make a decision
whether they needed to amputate
his leg. For us cutting his leg off
was a major problem. — he
would not have a leg. If you cut
his leg off, the rest of his life that
is the end of his leg. That looked
like a major thing. I am sure it
was for the doctor too. I want to
bring out a principle here in
church life. We need to see what
needs to be done, and do what
needs to be done. Maybe the
measures are a bit severe sometimes, but as housekeepers we
need to do that.
This doctor told us that he
needed to know by the next
morning, if he were to remain
there. “I need to know, and I
need to have the liberty to amputate his leg, because we do not
want to leave this go until a week
down the road after the body is
worn down and then amputate it.
Now is the time to do it.” In a
well-disciplined congregation
there are measures which need to
be taken sometimes which, as
leaders, we would rather do anything else. Yet, they realize, and
they can see down the road the
consequence of waiting and the
drag and detriment it is to the
congregation. Then, they rise to
that responsibility. Yes, when we
clearly as a leadership the prob236

lem and the solution, why wait
and allow it to drag on and wear
the congregation down? The
Scripture says, “a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump” (1
Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 5:9).
There is much more which
could be said. I feel like I did not
say much at all. I simply pointed
out a few principles on a welldisciplined congregation. It
begins with the Spirit controlled
life. I want you to remember that
is our goal as congregations and
as churches. We want and need
to cultivate the Spirit controlled
life. The thought that you can
remove all other forms of discipline and the Spirit- controlled
life will simply bloom and happen is unrealistic. According to
Scripture some discipline needs
to be used. Some governmental
discipline needs to step in and
stop me in my drift, lest I am
turned out of the way and
destroyed spiritually. Let us also
remember to look ahead. We
want this brother to do things
from his heart because he has a
changed heart and he understands that this is fruit. That
should be our goal.
Sometimes that cannot happen
instantly. We cannot sit around a
table and expect to discuss something for two hours and everyone
around the table will have the
conviction. Sometimes it takes

the Spirit. Sometimes you need
to be in those shoes. Sometimes
you need to be a mother or a
father to really gain an appreciation or gain a conviction for
something. Time is involved and
discipline is necessary lest we
will be snared. Hebrews 12:13
speaks about the “straight paths
for your feet, lest that which is
lame be turned out of the way.” It
is necessary to set some guidelines, fences, and safeguards
because of that.
As I have said before, I was
criticized once that we make
greenhouse plants out of our
youth. There is a time for greenhouses. When the outside is
harsher than what the plants can
tolerate, we need the greenhouse.
That is exactly what our youth
and children need. However, we
are not content with merely keeping them in a greenhouse. We
want them to finally be able to
take the outside.
In closing, if you are not a part
of the problem and you are not a
part of the solution, stay out of it.
There can be something happening and we have certain members
without fail who are in there asking, “What is happening? Are
you doing something about it?
What are you doing? Are you
sure you are doing the right
thing?” They are involved and it
is none of their business really.
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We need to be concerned about
what is happening in the congregation. However, but I also
appreciate brethren who simply
know that we need lay brethren
back there who are carrying on
the work of the church and are
faithful in their responsibilities
and praying for the work. Gossip

is another whole dimension of it.
That is often involved with those
that get involved in things that
are really not their business.
They are looking for something
juicy that they can pass around.
Finally, if we are not a part of the
problem, not a part of the solution, then let us pray about it.

Scripture References
1 Kings
10:4–9

223

8:3–5
8:13

1 Corinthians

Ecclesiastes
1:2, 14
2:17
3:9
12:8

226
226
226
226

Matthew
3:10
7:5

229
230

Luke
3:9
12:19

229
226

3:3
4:21
5:2
5:6
5:13
5:16
6:2
9:27
11:30
12:5
15:31

Romans
3:1, 2
7:18, 19
7:24
7:25

229
226
230
230
232
237
231
224
232
228
225
221
229

2 Corinthians
235
226
228
228

6:17, 18
7:11

231
233

5:9
5:15
5:16

Philippians
3:16

230

1 Thessalonians
5:12

234

1 Timothy
5:20

230

Hebrews
12:13
12:15

230, 237
225, 234

James
3:8

225

1 John
2:16

Galatians
2:11

224, 237
224
228

225

Revelation
230

2:7

234

From the Previous Issue:
Developing Habits In Light of Eternity
From a message by David Housser
October 31, 2004
Corinth Conservative Mennonite Church
previously preached at Blue Mountain Mennonite Fellowship

238

Book Reprint (Continued)
One Hundred Lessons In Bible Study
LESSON 10.

Sermon on the Mount.
[Matthew 5.]
I.

Introductory.
1.
Time.
2.
Place. — Mount of Beatitudes, near Mt. Tabor and Nazareth
in Galilee.
3.
New law compared with the Old.
a.
Old ended with a curse. — Malachi 4:6.
b.
New began and ended with a blessing, — Matthew
5:3; Revelation 22:21.
4.
Subject. — Righteousness.
5.
Text. — “Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes,” etc. — Matthew 5:20.
II.

Righteousness an inward condition. — verses 3–12.

Conditions of Righteousness compared to Fruits of Righteousness.
1.
Poor in spirit (3).
Near the kingdom. — Psalm
34:6.
2.
Mourn (for sin) (4).
Comforted (in salvation). 2
Corinthians 7:9, 10. Joy,
the fruit of sorrow. — John 16:20.
3.
Meek (5).
Inherit earth — contentment. —
Psalm 22:26; 1 Timothy 6:6.
4.
Hunger and thirst (6).
Be filled. — John 4:13, 14; 6:51.
5.
Merciful (7).
Obtain mercy. — Mercy extended
only to the merciful. —
Matthew 6:14, 15; 18:23–35.
6.
Pure in heart (8).
Shall see God. — Psalm 24:3, 4;
Mark 7:21, 22; Acts 8:21; Romans
10:10.
7.
Peacemakers (9).
Children of God. — Isaiah 2:4;
11:6; Ephesians 2:14.
8.
Persecuted (10).
Receive the kingdom of heaven.
Like the holy prophets.
Matthew 5:11, 12.

III.

What our character shall be. — verses 13–16.
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1.
The salt of the earth (13). — The use of salt. — Mark 9:50;
Luke 14:34, 35.
2.
Light to the world (14). — Effect of this light. — Matthew
5:16; 1 Peter 2:12.
3.
Use of this light.
a.
Not under a bushel (for selfish purposes), but on a
candlestick.
b.
To give light to others (15).
c.
To glorify God (16).
IV. Inward righteousness sustains outward righteousness. — verses
17–20.
1.
Christ’s example (17). — Purpose in coming. — Galatians
3:21–24; Matthew 3:15.
2.
Firmly established (18). — Isaiah 40:8; Luke 16:16, 17.
3.
Danger of omitting one outward command (19). — Why? —
James 2:10.
4.
Self-righteousness insufficient (20). — Righteousness of the
law and righteousness of Christ contrasted. — Romans 9:30–33;
10:1–10.
V.

Outward righteousness corrected. — verses 21–48.
1.
Against murder (21) — Deuteronomy 5:17.
a.
Anger (22).
b.
Contemptible speech. — “Raca” — Danger of coun-

sel.
c.
Hatred. — “Fool” — Danger of hell fire.
Reconciliation.
a.
To brother (23, 24). — Matthew 18:15–17.
b.
To adversary (25). — Proverbs 25:8–10.
c.
Reasons for (26).
3.
Adultery (27).
a.
Avoid lust (28). — James 1:14, 15.
b.
Destroy cause of sin (29, 30). — Galatians 5:24;
Colossians 3:5
c.
Divorce (31). — Deuteronomy 24:1.
d.
Testified against (32). — Matthew 19:3–9; Mark
10:2–12; Luke 16: 18; 1 Corinthians 7:10, 11.
4.
Swearing (33). — Deuteronomy 23:22, 23.
2.
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a.
b.

Forbidden (34–36). — James 5:12.
What the manner of our communication should be

(37).
5.

Retaliation (38). — Deuteronomy 19:21.
a.
Resist not (39). — Romans 12:17; 1 Corinthians 6:7.
b.
Return good for evil (40). — Romans 12:21; Proverbs

16:7.
c.
Do good to others (41, 42). — Romans 12:20, 21;
Galatians 6:9, 10.
6.
Love (neighbour) (43). — Leviticus 19:18.
a.
Enemies (44). — Luke 10:36, 37.
b.
Do good to enemies (44). — Romans 12:14–21.
c.
Reward (45). — God’s children.
d.
Wherein God’s children differ from the world (46,
47).
e.
Christian perfection (48). — Romans 13:8; James 2:
8, 9.
1.
Wherein was the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees
defective?
2.
Christ in one place says, “I am the light of the world” (John
8:12). In this chapter He says, “Ye are the light of the world.” Which
was right? Explain.
3.
Explain verse 18.
4.
What new doctrines are taught in this chapter?
5.
What constitutes Christian perfection?

LESSON 11.

Sermon on the Mount. — Continued.
[Matthew 6.]
V.

Self-righteousness reproved. — verses. 1–18.
1.
Giving alms.
a.
Be not a hypocrite (1, 2.). — Romans 12:8.
b.
Give benevolently (3, 4). — Luke 14:14; 2
Corinthians 9:7.
2.
In prayer.
a.
Not as hypocrites (5).
b.
Secret prayer (6).
c.
Against vain repetitions (7).
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d.
No need of argument to convince God (8).
e.
Model form of prayer (9–13). — Luke 11:1–4.
f.
True spirit of prayer (14, 15). — Mark 11:25, 26;
Ephesians 4:32.
3.
Fasting.
a.
Not hypocritically (16).
b.
But from the heart (17, 18).
VI.

True righteousness defined. — verses 19–34.
1.
Is single in purpose.
a.
In laying up treasures (19–21 ). — Mark 8:36; Luke
12:18–20; Hebrews 13:5; 1 Timothy 6:7, 8; Matthew 6:33.
b.
In inward condition (22, 23). — James 1:8; 4:8.
c.
In service (24). — Galatians 1:10; 1 John 2:15.
2.
Is not anxious about mortal comfort.
a.
Life (25–27). — Philippians 4:6.
b.
Raiment and food (28–32).
3.
Heaven first (33).
4.
Meets conditions as they come (34).
SUMMARY.
Eight reasons why we should not be anxiously concerned about
the wants of life or the future.
1.
Experience of greater benefits already received (25).
2.
Example of familiar animals (26).
3.
Fruitlessness of man’s own effort (27).
4.
Example of inanimate creatures (28–31).
5.
We should not imitate the heathen (32).
6.
Nor ignore the wisdom and goodness of God (32).
7.
The work of salvation should engross our attention (33).
8.
It make us uselessly miserable beforehand (34).
1.
Did Christ condemn public prayer? (5, 6.)
2.
What feature of the Lord’s prayer was made the subject of
special comment afterwards?
3.
Does Christ forbid money-making? (19.)
4.
What does “take no thought “ mean?
5.
What “things” are added to those who seek first God’s kingdom?
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FIFTY FUNDAMENTAL FACTS
38. Self-denial is a prime
essential to Christian discipleship.
Christ says, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me” (Luke 9:23).
Again: “whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me, can
not be my disciple . . . whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he can not be my
disciple” (Luke 14:27, 33). This
was Paul’s resolve: “God forbid
that I should glory, save in the
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world”
(Galatians 6:14). The more of
self there is about us, the less
room there is for Christ within
us. God has decreed that there
must first be a crucifixion before
there can be a crown. The way to
the attainment of the loftiest
heights is by way of the foot of
the cross. That Christ may reign
within us, let self be upon the
attar of the Lord.
39. The yoke of Christ is
essential
to
successful
Christian service.
A yoke, as we understand it, is
an aid in co-operative burden-

bearing. When two beasts of burden, for illustration, are thus
yoked together, it means one of
two things: (1) If they stand still,
the yoke becomes heavier the
longer it rests on their necks. (2)
When they move forward, the
weight of the yoke is not felt, but
it enables the burden-bearers to
unite their powers in progressive
forward work and achievements.
The yoke of Christ, as set forth in
Matthew 11:28–30, is of twofold
advantage to those thus yoked
with Him: (1) He is continually
moving forward. While on earth
He remarked, “I must walk today,
and tomorrow, and the day following” (Luke 13:33); typifying
a continuous forward march. (2)
Since “all power” is vested in
Him, those who are yoked to
Him need never fear failure or
defeat. Without Him, we “can do
nothing” (John 15:5). With Him,
we “can do all things”
(Philippians 4:13). The cause of
Christ is greatly hindered
because too many people bearing
His name prefer the unequal
yoke with unbelievers to the yoke
of Christ. Therefore (to be continued).

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.
(Ephesians 1:3).
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