Lesson 12 — 17 October 2010
Truth Rejected
Lesson ScopeMatthew 11 and 12

Lesson Focus

Matthew 11 opens with John the Baptist, now lisqm, seeking reas-
surance that Jesus is indeed the Messiah. Hevgemf this disciples to Je-
sus, asking, "Art thou he that should come, or édawk for another?" Je-
sus told them to return to John and testify otladl miracles they had wit-
nessed. Jesus' works proved that He was the Qifiasthew 11:1-6).

Jesus went on to testify to the faithfulnessadin's ministry, closing His
testimony with the solemn warning, "He that batihset@ heal-, let him
hew" (Matthew 11: 15). Unfortunately, the Jewishders refused to hear,
and many of the people followed their example. Jéws even had the au-
dacity to ask Jesus for a special sign to confiisddithority. In the verses
that follow. Jesus warned them to heed the sunsdhlready had and to
consider the serious consequences of continugéigtreg the truth.

The choice to reject truth is ultimately the ickeoof a destiny. God, who
is not willing that any should perish, extends ihmitation for all men to
wine unto Him

The devil's yoke is abrasive and oppressive.iHa hard taskmaster.
Those who reject truth choose to come under his eden though many
would claim to be independent. But they are diskbmath themselves,
being blinded by the god of this world. They watkcraftiness, handle the
word of God deceitfully, and oppose themselves.aBee they refuse to
believe the truth, they are taken captive by thél'dedeception. There is
no neutral ground in regards to the truth of God ahHis Word. Those
who reject truth become hardened to Christ's appéal cannot reveal
Himself to them in their unbelief. "But his handssetched out still" to
whosoever will come and find rest in Him.

Lesson Aim: To observe characteristics of those who rejethtru
Theme Verse: 2 Chronicles 36:16But they mocked the messengers of

God, and despised his words, and misused his pigph#il the wrath of
the LORD arose against his people, till there wasemedy.



Lesson Text
Critical
Matthew 11:16-19

But whereunto shall | liken this generation? like unto children sitting
in the markets, and calling unto their fellow&nd saying, We have piped
unto you, and ye have not danced; we have moumiedyou, and ye have
not lamented8For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
He hath a devi*®The Son of man came eating and drinking, and thgy s
Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a frighpublicans and sin-
ners. But wisdom is justified of her children.
Unrepentant
Matthew 11:20-30

Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein mogti®©imighty works
were done, because they repented #dloe unto thee, Chorazin! woe
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, whigere done in you, had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have regeling ago in sack-
cloth and ashe$2But | say unto you, It shall be more tolerable Tore
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for y#¥And thou, Capernaum,
which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be broughtrdtavhell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, haad ldeme in Sodom, it
would have remained until this d&¢But | say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the dajudfyment, than for thee.

25At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank tDeleather, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid thesestfrimmm the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto bat&sen so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sighfAll things are delivered unto me of my Father:
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neith@wveth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever thevlBlarveal him.

28Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavynladed | will give
you rest.29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | aneknand
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto youmuko3%For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.
Condemned
Matthew 12:38-45

Then certain of the scribes and of the Phariseswered, saying, Mas-
ter, we would see a sign from thé@ut he answered and said unto them,
An evil and adulterous generation seeketh aftagm; snd there shall no
sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophata®4%For as Jonas was



three days and three nights in the whale's bethshall the Son of man be
three days and three nights in the heart of thihedlrhe men of Nineveh
shall rise in judgment with this generation, andlsbondemn it: because
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, heh@reater than Jonas is
here.42The queen of the south shall rise up in the juddmeth this gen-
eration, and shall condemn it: for she came froenuttermost parts of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behofgteater than Solomon
is hereA3When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, hiketla through
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth ndfighen he saith, | will return into
my house from whence | came out; and when he isecdra findeth it
empty, swept, and garnishet¥Then goeth he, and taketh with himself
seven other spirits more wicked than himself, drey tenter in and dwell
there: and the last state of that man is worse thariirst. Even so shall it
be also unto this wicked generation.

Questions for Study

Critical

1. Explain the analogy of the marketplace children.

2. Why do those who reject truth become critical?

Unrepentant

3. What were the mighty works of Jesus'? What wes evident purpose?
4. Why would it be "more tolerable" for Tyre, Sideemd Sodom in the
Day of Judgment than for the cities in which Jgmesaiched?

5. Why is truth hidden from the "wise and prudent"?

6. Is there any hope for truth rejecters? Explain.

Condemned

7. What were the characteristics of "this wickednagation” (Mat-
thew12:45)?

8. Explain Jesus' conclusion that "the last state worse than the first."

Analyzing the Passage

The illustration of children playing in the markktpe (Matthew 11:16-17)
gives a vivid picture of a natural human trait. @mneup refused to cooper-
ate with their companions, whether they played igé wedding or a fu-
neral.

Jesus likened their play to the Jews' responseotio Himself and John.
They presumptuously rejected the message of trutiwhatever form it

came (Matthew 11:18-19). Jesus called them to &genking by saying,



"Wisdom is justified of her children.” The resuttstruth confirm its valid-
ity.

To upbraid (Matthew 11:20) is to reproach. Jeswlcaied in Matthew
11:22 that Judgement will vary according to on@pastunity to know the
truth. Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum—citiggesenting Israel's
unbelief were more responsible than Tyre, Sidod, &mdom because they
were eyewitnesses of the mighty works of Jesusthgst refused to repent.
The Father's way for the "wise and prudent” (wgrlelise and self-
sufficient) is to repent and become as babes (Matthl:25) (teachable
and trustful in disposition).

"The sign of the prophet Jonas" (Matthew 12:39) waes reviving from
"death" to preach repentance to Nineveh. "The quédhe south" (Mat-
thew 12:42) was the Queen of Sheba. The "greaser Svlomon" (Mat-
thew 12:42) is the Lord Jesus Christ—resurrectedivi® forever! The
scribes and Pharisees pretentious request fonadsgyv a solemn warning
from Jesus. Persistent rejection of truth paveswdne for complete decep-
tion (Matthew 12:43-45).

Principles and Applications

Critical

1. Those who reject truth criticize truth in aneatpt to disprove it (Mat-
thew 11:10-19). A critical spirit indicates thatomg thought patterns are
already embedded in the heart. Truth rejecterdlimded by selfish mo-
tives that prompt illogical conclusions. "For evempe that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, Ibst deeds should be re-
proved" (John 3:20).

2. Truth is verified by its results (Matthew 11:19Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them" (Matthew 7:20). "He thsdith he abideth in
him ought himself also so to walk, even as he wdilk& John 2:6). An in-
consistent testimony is more obvious to others tbahe offender. A mid-
dle-of-the-road approach always leads to a crigistpequiring a clear de-
cision one way or the other. Joseph of ArimathaebNicodemus chose to
align themselves openly with truth (John 19:38-42).

Unrepentant

3. Truth rejection is punished according to onegrde of knowledge
(Matthew 11:20-24; 12:41-42). "The angels whichtkegpt their first es-
tate" (Jude 6) had no recourse. Sodom and Gomaichmot have the
Law: yet they suffered the "vengeance of etermal' ffJude 7). Israel had



the Law, the Prophets, and the miracles of Jesagjnm it less tolerable
for them than for Sodom in the Judgment Day. Initeafdto all this, we
today have the New Testament! Will it be more taldde for Capernaum in
the Day of Judgment than for truth rejecters today?

4. Humanistic wisdom a common cause for rejoicigjgating truth (Mat-
thew 11:25).

The Jewish leaders considered their own knowledgigecScriptures to

be unrivaled (John 9:30-40). They were blindedheirtreal ignorance,
unwilling receive to receive "the love of the truittOnce Jesus an-
swered their question about blindness this waye lvere blind, ye should
have no sin: but now ye say, We see, therefore gmuremaineth” (John
9:41). Pride and humanistic reasoning destroy lfmrethe truth. Jesus
gives the answer to the problem—"become as littliédien" (teachable
and without pretense).

5. Jesus compassionately invites truth rejectergdwe their hem, loads
and enter into His rest (Matthew 11:28-30). "Busiare lifted at Calvary'
Lay down your carnal reasoning, pride in self-acplishment, superiority,
and ulterior motives, and come to the cross. Jeseager to lift our burden
and give us spiritual rest. "Cast thy burden ugmnltord, and he shall sus-
tain thee" (Psalm 55:22).

Condemned

6. The spiritually insensitive seek for miraculaemnonstrations (Matthew
12:38). The rich man in hell reasoned with Abrahhat, if one should rise
from the dead, the wicked would repent. Abrahanhiedp”If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they he pelsdathough one rose
from the dead" (Luke 16:31). Jesus spoke this progdly of the Jews,
who, after Jesus' resurrection, remained willfuihbelieving. Today, peo-
ple who seek for special signs while rejecting ipl&criptures open them-
selves to Satan, the master deceiver (2 ThessabBgia0-11).

7. The resurrection of Christ is the greatest w&iion of the truth of the
Gospel that men will ever have (Matthew 12:39-4#kus was without sin:
therefore death could not hold Him (Acts 2:24).ah he that liveth, and
was dead; and. behold. | am alive for evermore'véReion 1:18). "Be-
hold my hands and my feet, that it is | myself" Keu24:39). Jesus ap-
peared to more than five hundred people, givingnthmany infallible
proofs of His resurrection.

8. One cannot he neutral about truth he is fillethwsod's truth or he is



filled with Satan power (Matthew 12:43) Each persdro hears the truth
must make a decision. Attempts to remain neutrdll wat be successful.
The attitude that "l will go so far and no furthguenches the Holy Spirit's
work in one's life. Continuing in that state opeéme way for former evils
to return with greater deceptive reinforcements.

Important Teachings

1. Those who reject truth criticize truth in aneatpt to disprove it (Mat-
thew 11:16-19).

2. Truth is verified by its results (Matthew 11:19)

3. Truth rejection is punished according to onesgrde of knowledge
(Matthew 11:20-24; 12:41-42).

4. Humanistic wisdom is a common cause for rejgctmith (Matthew
11:25).

5. Jesus compassionately invites truth rejectetsawe their heavy loads
and enter into His rest (Matthew 11:28-30).

6. The spiritually insensitive seek for miracul@esmonstrations (Matthew
12:38).

7. The resurrection of Christ is the greatest igaifon of the truth of the
Gospel that men will ever have (Matthew 12:39-41).

8. One cannot he neutral about truth he is fillethwsod's truth or he is
filled with Satan power. (Matthew 12:43)

Answers to Questions

1. Explain the analogy of the marketplace children.

Jesus likened the Jews to children playing in tlaeketplace. One group
refused to cooperate with their companions, whetiey played having a
wedding or a funeral. John the Baptist had severedyricted his eating
and drinking, and they accused him of having alddesus lived among
them without those restrictions, and they accuséu Hf being over-
indulgent and too friendly with sinners. These kradhad set themselves
on a religious pedestal and were selfishly guartleg position of author-
ity. They felt themselves to be superior to the titudes. They rejected
reason and their very own King!

2. Why do those who reject truth become critical?

Those who reject truth criticize in an attemptustify themselves. A criti-
cal spirit indicates wrong thought patterns in kieart. Truth rejecters are



blinded by selfish motives that prompt, illogicainclusions about truth.
They presumptuously malign God's people, whoses lognstantly remind
them of their own spiritual lack.

3. What were the mighty works of Jesus? What wais #vident purpose?
Jesus invited John's disciples to see that "thel bkeceive their sight, and
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the heza, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preachtbeng’ (Matthew 11:5).
Their evident purpose was to demonstrate the Fathewer and blessing
in Jesus' life and ministry.

4. Why would it be "more tolerable" for Tyre, Sidaand Sodom, in the
Day of Judgment than, for the cities in which Jgmesched?

Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom did not have the Old Testarhaw. The cities
Jesus preached to, which represent Israel as aewhatl Moses and the
Prophets. They had also witnessed Jesus' mightigswortheir midst, yet
they refused to repent and believe. God judgewithgials and nations ac-
cording to the degree of knowledge they have awvd éach one responds
to that knowledge.

5. Why is truth hidden, from the "wise and prudént

Truth is hid from the worldly wise and self-sufecit because they exalt
themselves above others in their pride. Jesus spioketly to the Jewish
leaders of His day. They were wise in the doctrioksnen and thought
that they knew the Scriptures. Jesus said to tfi€emrch the scriptures;
for in them ye think ye have eternal life." Theyidted the Law to justify
their own works. They refused to be taught, evethyLord Himself.

6. Is there hope for truth rejecters? Explain.

Yes, but only is if they repent, humble themsehses] come to Jesus for
deliverance.

7. What were the characteristics of "this wickedagation" (Matthew
12:45)?

They were evil and adulterous (Matthew 12:39); tivayited a sign despite
the fact that Jesus had done miracles among théeir Totives were
wrong. They were more accountable and under greatetemnation than
the heathen.

8. Explain Jesus' conclusion that "the last statas worse than the first.”
Second Peter 2:20, 21 gives a clear answer: "Faftdf they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through the knowleddeh® Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled thereinpe@ictome, the latter end



is worse with them than the beginning. For it haérbbetter for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than, #ftey have known it, to
turn from the holy commandment delivered unto thdevery relapse into
sin brings greater accountability along with a tgeehardening of the
heart.

Summarizing the Lesson

Oh, do not let the Word depart,
And close thine eyes against the light;
Poor sinner, harden not your heart.
Be saved, oh, tonight.
Tomorrow's sun may never rise
To bless thy long deluded sight;
This is the time, oh, then be wise,
Be saved, oh, tonight.

Our Lord in pity lingers still:

And wilt thou thus His love requite”
Renounce at once thy stubborn will,
Be saved, oh, tonight.

Our blessed Lord refuses none
Who would to Him their souls unite.
Believe, obey, the work is done,
Be saved, oh, tonight.

Horatius Bonar

Research Guide

1. Meditate on "Wisdom" from Proverbs 8.

2. Read the chapter on "Unbelief' in Doctrineshef Bible.
3. Read the parallel Scripture in Luke 10 and 11.



