Lesson 10 — 3 October 2010
Faith Rewarded
Lesson ScopeiMatthew 8 and 9

Lesson Focus

The scope of this lesson covers the same clsapselast week's lesson.
The focus of that lesson, however, was on Jesupiauads of His divinity.
This lesson focuses on the faith expressed by tiwbsebenefited from Je-
sus' miracles.

The setting of these events is Capernaum anddasby Sea of Galilee.
Even though many in Capernaum believed on Him, r@goply many more
did not believe on Him.

Jesus had performed many miracles here. Heauayhtt in the synagogue
on various occasions. Yet, later, Jesus neededotmpnce judgement on
this city for her unbelief. "And thou, Capernaumhieh art exalted Unto
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if thighty works, which have
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it woadd remained until
this day" (Matthew11:23). We will focus on a fewopée in the Caper-
naum area who were not faithless but believingthRaithout expression
will die. The Scriptures give us three definite pém of faith's expression
that are intertwined in the Christian's life: "Tjust shall live by his faith"
(Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38), 'fpfaith ye stand” (2
Corinthians 1:24), and "For we walk by faith" (2 hians 5:7). Some-
times we may see more of one than the other, ah &savital to avoid
drawing back. We should with the disciples prayht Lord, "Increase our
faith" (Luke 17:5).

In considering these three phases of faithlpsession—Iiving, standing,
and walking—it may be helpful to remember the d&bn of faith given
in Hebrews 11:1. This should help us to better wstdad how "the elders
obtained a good report."

Do not use these thoughts as a filler. The ledsefore you is full of
spiritual truth and practical expressions of faitithe lives of believers in
Jesus' day. Are you able to testify how God rewaideh in your life?
God's power is able to meet all man's needs. Tj@sasions produce life-
changing results in proportion to man’s faith.



Lesson Aim: To observe expressions of faith that God rewards.

Theme Verse:Hebrews 11:6But Without faith it is impossible to please
him: for lie that cometh to God must believe thatity and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently seek him.

Lesson Text
“Lord, If Thou Wilt"
Matthew 8:1-3

When he was come down from the mountain, greatitmaéts followed
him. 2And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped $aying, Lord, if
thou wilt, thou canst make me cle@And Jesus put forth his hand, and
touched him, saying, | will; be thou clean. And ieufrately his leprosy
was cleansed.
Matthew 8:5-10

And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, thene cato him a
centurion, beseeching hirfAnd saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home
sick of the palsy, grievously tormenteédnd Jesus saith unto him, | will
come and heal hin§fThe centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not wor
thy that thou shouldest come under my roof: buakpgbe word only, and
my servant shall be healetkor | am a man under authority, having sol-
diers under me: and | say to this man, Go, anddshg and to another,
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do thi handoeth it!0When
Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to themfolatved, Verily | say
unto you, | have not found so great faith, no,indsrael.
Matthew 8:13

And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; asmdhou hast be-
lieved, so be it done unto thee. And his servart nealed in the selfsame
hour.
“Lord, Save Us"
Matthew 8:23-26

And when he was entered into a ship, his discifdbswed him.24And,
behold, there arose a great tempest in the seanuth that the ship was
covered with the waves: but he was aslééfind his disciples came to
him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we petf&\nd he saith unto
them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Thiee arose, and rebuked
the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.



Matthew 9:18-26

While he spake these things unto them, beholdetitame a certain
ruler, and worshipped him, saying, my daughtervisnenow dead: but
come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shalli#&d Jesus arose, and
followed him, and so did his disciplé8And, behold, a woman, which was
diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, chet@nd him, and
touched the hem of his garmeti#f-or she said within herself, If | may but
touch his garment, | shall be whoR&8But Jesus turned him about, and
when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good atinthy faith hath
made thee whole. And the woman was made whole thanhour.23And
when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and samittstrels and the peo-
ple making a noise“He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to sédBut when the people
were put forth, he went in, and took her by thedhand the maid arose.
26And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land.
"Thou Son of David, Have Mercy"
Matthew 9:27-30

And when Jesus departed thence, two blind menweltbhim, crying,
and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on2¢snd when he was
come into the house, the blind men came to him:Jasds saith unto them,
Believe ye that | am able to do this? They saia uniin, Yea, Lord?9Then
touched he their eyes, saying, According to youthfare it unto you.
30ANnd their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitlygeldathem, saying, See
that no man know it.

Questions for Study

"Lord, If Thou Wilt"

1. What expressions of faith are evident in thetegnd the centurion?
2. Explain the significance of the term "under auitly" used by the centu-
rion.

3. How is "great faith" developed?

"Lord, Save Us"

4. In these passages, which persons excelledtirPf&ixplain.

5. Why did Jesus conclude that the disciples hi#te faith™?

6. How does faith overcome fear?

"Thou Son of David, Have Mercy"

7. How strong a faith did the blind men express?



Analyzing the Passage

Jesus met the needs of all who came to Him. Sgamee in complete
faith, and others had faith mingled with fears. yhame from many walks
of Jewish life—the leper, a ruler of the synago@isrus in Luke 8:41), a
sick woman. blind men, and the disciples. Even atl@ecenturion re-
ceived Jesus' help.

Jesus classified the centurion's faith as "gr@datthew 8:10). It truly
was amazing that a Gentle figure of authority sti@x®press explicit Un-
derstanding of Jesus' authority (Matthew 8:8-9)et.desus described the
disciples as having “little faith" (Matthew 8:2d)hey who were men of Is-
rael acquainted with the Scriptures (John 1:40&1) who walked dally
with the Master, should have had the "greatesth f&ut they were fearful
in the severe storm, even when Jesus was preseatth@w 8:25). Jairus
and the sick woman also feared when circumstanicasged from what
they expected (Luke 8:47, 50). But their fears wermediately dispelled
by Jesus' comforting words.

Worship is an important element of faith thah ¢ee expressed in atti-
tudes and actions. Some of the people in this he$slb at Jesus' feet in
outward worship. Others worshiped by expressing@rattitudes of hu-
mility and submission to Jesus' authority.

Principles and Applications

“Lord, if Thou Wilt"

1. God rewards those who come to him (Matthew &2&ming to Jesus in
an act of faith that brings one to the light (J&h21) Zacchaeus sought to
see Jesus," who came to his house (Luke 19:2-8)sJavites, "Come ...
and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). "Him theometh to me | will in
no wise cast out" (John 6:37). God reserves a wbvi@r the diligent
seeker.

2. God honors those who are willing, to submit ie Will (Matthew 8:2).
Jesus, in His agonizing prayer in Gethsemane, el#dpperfect sub-
mission. We too ought to say, "If the Lord will, whall live, and do this,
or that" (James 4:15). My Jesus, as Thou wilt; / @&y Thy will be mine:

/ Into Thy hand of love, / | would my all resigntue Submission to God
will counter self's demands, even though they newrgent or intense.

3. God responds to those who worship and revere a$irhord (Matthew
8:2-3). "Then they that feared the Low) spake ofira to another: and the



Low) hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remandar was written be-
fore him for them that feared the Lord, and thatutht upon his name™
(Malachi 3:16).

4. God rewards' those who beseech Him and ackngeldeeir need (Mat-
thew 8:5-6). "If ye shall ask any thing in my naneyill do it" (John
14:14). He who asks in a beseeching attitude iskelgl to ask amiss
(James 4:3). The centurion humbly laid his needreeesus, and the an-
swer came immediately—"1 will come and heal him."

5. God honors those who acknowledge their unwoggsnMatthew 8:8)
Many others have prayed with this attitude. Isaald, "Woe is me! for |
am Undone- (Isaiah 6:5). Job said, "I abhor myseifl repent” (Job 42:6).
Daniel prayed, -0 Lord, to us belongeth confusiériage" (Daniel 9:8).
The centurion said, "I am not worthy," and Jesuked his faith above
that of all others in Israel (8:10).

6. True faith acknowledges the authority of Ch(iatthew 8:8-9). Peter
declared. "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hastibeds of eternal life.
And we believe and are sure that thou art thatsEhhe Son of the living
God" (John 6:68-69). This profound truth, later exg3ed also by the
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:37), must be the coresbeli every true child of
God. Many deny Jesus' authority vainly expectingdcape it.

“Lord, Save Us"

7. The Lord calms the fear of those who come to himesperation (Mat-
thew 8:23-20). The storm must have been very esdiaary to cause such
alarm to the disciples, some of whom were expeedrseamen. But they
cried out to Jesus. No doubt we all need to admiear at times. Even
Paul said, "Within were fears. Nevertheless Gocbmforted us" (2 Corin-
thians 7:5-6). Faith grasps hold of God's unchanbiend of comfort. Fear
is an emotional feeling that brings torment. lore thing to fear but quite
another to he controlled by it. The psalmist s&hat time | am afraid, |
will trust in thee" (Psalm 56:3).

8. "If I may but touch his garment” was an expressof faith that .Jesus
honored (Matthew 9:20-22). "Seest thou how faitrowght with [her]
works, and by works was faith made perfect?" (Jan2®). Her touch was
one of faith—the action of faith that was first eagsed in thought. With-
out faith, the touch was only a touch, the disdteought that a touch was
insignificant (Luke 8:45), but Jesus set the reatrdight—"Thy faith hath
made thee whole. "



"Thou Son of David, Have Mercy"

9. Faith is at times made known by a verbal dettaraf God's ability, to

meet our need (9:28). The blind men's "Yea, Loaltfiough simply spo-
ken, no doubt resounded with absolute certaintyldiing Thomas gave a
full acknowledgement of faith when he saw Jesusy tNdrd and my God"

(John 20:28). The man with a demon-possessed chédd out with tears,

"Lord, | believe: help thou mine unbelief" (Mark2@). The simple decla-
ration Paul uttered in Acts 27:25 says it all: élibve God."

Important Teachings

1. God rewards those who come to Him (Matthew 8:2).

2. God honors those who are willing to submit ts t#ill (Matthew 8:2).

3. God responds to those who worship and revere a$irhord (Matthew
8:2-3).

4. God rewards those who beseech Him and acknowlidwdgy need (Mat-
thew 8:5-6).

5. God honors those who acknowledge their unwoesr{Matthew 8:8).
6. True faith acknowledges the authority of Chidatthew 8:8, 9).

7. The Lord calms the fear of those who come to Himlesperation (Mat-
thew 8:23-26).

8. "If I may but touch his garment” was an exprasf faith that Jesus
honored (Matthew 9:20-22).

9. Faith is at times made known by a verbal detitaraof God's ability to
meet our need (Matthew 9:28).

Answers to Questions

1. What expressions of faith are evident in thetegnd the centurion?
The leper came to Jesus and worshiped Him. He ss@dean attitude of
submission—"If thou wilt" (Matthew 8:2). He alsoastd his complete
confidence in Jesus' power to heal—"Thou canst nm&eclean" (Mat-
thew 8:2).

The centurion also came to Jesus. He expresséaatdatiof humility, sub-
mission, and unworthiness (Matthew 8:5-8). Suchegpression from a
Gentile figure of authority was truly amazing. Jesaw that he had great
faith.

2. Explain the significance of the term "under auitly" used by the centu-
rion.



A centurion was a Roman officer in command of onedred men. He
was "in authority," but he was also subject to bigauthority placed over
him. Each authority expected instant obedience fittmse under him. The
centurion indicated a humble spirit by using themtéunder authority"
rather than "of authority." He had developed gotiduales toward Israel
as a nation (Luke 7:2-6).

The centurion was indicating proper respect for anderstanding of the
Lord Jesus' superior authority and the power ofdpisken word.

3. How is "great faith" developed?

Great faith is developed by initially and continyatoming to Jesus, by
giving Him undivided loyalty and reverence, by suitbimg to His will, by
humbly acknowledging one's unworthiness of His aeotnd/or help, and
by yielding to His supreme authority.

4. In these passages, which persons excelledtirPf&ixplain.

Jairus and the diseased woman expressed gredtetifan the disciples.
Jesus Himself testified to this fact. Jairus exgedshis faith by simply be-
lieving that, if Jesus came to his house and laglitands on the body of
his dead daughter, she would live. He also expdelssefaith by believing
Jesus' words (Luke 8:50) during the delay whilaiSdeealed the diseased
woman.

The diseased woman expressed her faith first imgh—"If | may but
touch his garment, | shall be whole." Notice therdvenay and then the
word shall. This progression of faith became hem ficonviction and
moved her to action. The touch became the actioth@ffaith she pos-
sessed. Jesus plainly stated, "Thy faith hath rttsswhole."”

5. Why did Jesus conclude that the disciples hi#te"faith™?

They were His disciples and acquainted with thepBares. They walked
with Jesus daily and saw His miracles. Yet, theyewfearful in the great
storm, even while Jesus was in the boat with tHeenhaps Jesus used the
word little in comparison to the great faith of tbenturion, a Gentile out-
sider.

6. How does faith overcome fear?

Faith acts as a governor over fear. Consider Davin said, "What time |
am afraid, | will trust in thee" (Psalm 56:3). Evdre apostle Paul said
"Within were fears. Nevertheless God ... comforsd (2 Corinthians 7:5-
6). All of us, if we are willing to admit it, sometes meet overwhelming



circumstances. It is one thing to fear but anotherg to be controlled by
it. Fear is an emotion that brings torment. Faitfisgs hold of God's com-
forting power and the facts of His eternal WordeTdisciples, Jairus, and
the diseased woman did not remain in fear, but theyed to Jesus for
help to overcome fear. Isaiah's declaration "I wilist, and not be afraid"
seems to be the testimony of one who has receivadisGomfort (see
Isaiah 12:1-2).

7. How strong a faith did the blind men express@ Blind men were ac-
guainted with the prophetic Scriptures and appiiegin to Jesus as "thou
son of David." They sought for mercy in a way thety seem demanding,
but the title they gave Jesus sets their requésieimight light. They perse-
vered, following Jesus into the house when He rat fielayed His re-
sponse. Their answer, "Yea, Lord," no doubt resednalith absolute cer-

tainty.
Summarizing the Lesson

Faith is a living pow'r from heav'n
Which grasps the promise God has giv'n-,
Securely fixed on Christ alone,

A trust that cannot be o'er-thrown.
Faith finds in Christ whate'er we need
To save and strengthen, guide and feed-,
Strong in His grace it joys to share
His cross, in hope His crown to wear.
Faith to the conscience whispers peace,
And bids the mourner's sighing cease,
By faith the children's right we claim,
And call upon our Father's name.
Such faith in us, 0 God, implant,
And to our prayers Thy favor grant,
In Jesus Christ, Thy saving Son,
Who is our fount of health alone.

--Petrus Herbert



Research Guide
1. In the other Gospels, study the accounts patalMatthew 8 and 9.

2. In Doctrines of the Bible, study the chaptdetit"Faith."
3. Look up each Scripture used in Analyzing thesBgs, in Principles and
Applications, and in Answers to Questions.



